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The Weekly Challenger's
Black HistoryInaugur
Month
al

Aj D. Jemison, General
Manager of the
International Plaza
The month of February
has been set aside to
acknowledge,' understand,
and appreciate that our
world is stronger when we

are more inclusive. For
generations the accom
plishments of AfricanAmericans were over
looked. However, in recent
years, the world is becom
ing more and more aware
that despite facing tremen
dous odds and adversity,
African-Americans have
made vital contributions in
every field and endeavor
known to man.
In this week’s issue,
77ie Weefc/y Challenger is
proud to salute AfricanAmericans past and pres
ent. We invite yon to read

our
maugural
Black
History Month Special
Section. Our featured
African-American is one
who is someone new to the
Tampa Bay area, but in her
travels, she has made her
mark on every community
she has Called her own.
Meet Aj Jemison,
General Manager of the
International Plaza, and
find out how this dynamic
woman has made it to the
top of her profession.
This year marks the 10
year anniversary of one of
the most elegant figures in

sports history. Arthur Ashe
was one of the co-founders
of the USA Tennis National
Junior Tennis League
(NJTL). The two best
female players in the
world, Venus and Serena
Williams are a product of
the league. Economically
deprived children all over
this county have him to
thank for their participa
tion.
On the court, one
would be hard pressed to
find a more dignified oppo
nent in victory as well as in
defeat. Twice during his

illustrious tennis career he
was ranked number 1 in the
world.
His passionate social
activism off the court
reached: out to another con
tinent, and thus he tran
scended his sport. Enjoy,
our tribute to his full, but
tragically short-lived life in
our special section.
The Manhattan Casino,
long-time hub and cultural
mecca of St. Petersburg’s
African-American commu
nity is being revived, in
musical story form, by
LiveArts Peninsula Found

ation’s production of The
Manhattan Casino, opening
today at the St Petersburg
Coliseum. Enjoy this sec
tion’s romp back into time
as residents tell of their sto
ries, and talk of a time vast
ly different from today.
Lastly, we re-tell some
of the stories previously
printed in our pages of
valiant African-Americans
who impact our lives today,
through social justice,
invention, and improving
our qualify of life. Enjoy
this inaugural issue, and
while you do, take note of

Family Triumph, Personal Attention, and Appreciation for
Others Inspire Young Writers ———--------- - -------------------

Tampa’a newest addition - Super Regional Mall
International Plaza
photos by Barry A. McIntosh

the
many
advertisers
throughout our pages who
made it all possible.

A Mix Of Fashion,
Flair, And Hope——
for foe American Cancer
Society. The event and
luncheon were, held at the
St. Petersburg Yacht Club
and organized by the
Sword of Hope cancer sup
port group. With fashions
from Stein Mart, all ten of
the models, including
Sword of Hope president
Barbara Royston, were

Black History Essay Contest Winners - Week Three
tion for the rest of day, by
leading the kids in prayer
and bible study before tak
ing them to school
Like most other kids,
he also enjoys playing
video games, and of
course, playing with his
friends.

Robby Annis

Cornells Copeland
by Barry A, Me Intosh
Challenger General Manager
Cornelius Copeland
Cornelius Copeland is
a 7 year old at Pasadena
Fundamental Elementary
with ah infectious smile.
Upon meeting him, he’s
bound to remind you of
how terribly sweet children
are. He appeared a little shy

and reserved, but you could
sorta tell, when he’s out on
the playground, he lets
loose and really has fun;
He was both surprised
and excited when he found
out that his essay won him
a prize. His mother,
Melida, and dad, Rickey,
were equally excited that
their son’s essay was

declared a winner. Sharing
in the family pride were
grandparents, James and
Betty Copeland, on his
dad’s side, and Charlie and
Mattie
White-,
Mrs.
Copeland’s parents.
It took Comehus about
4 day's: to decide who he
would write about. He gave
some thought to Martin

Jazsmyne Durant
photos by Barry A. McIntosh

Luther King, as well as oth
ers, but chose Mr. "A.J."
Murphy, because "he helps
me with everything,"
Cornelius said. Mr. "AJ."
works at the Before/After
care
program
where
Cornelius attends.
Cornelius loves to
write, in fact he keeps a
daily journal at home, in

Retired Educator Dr.
Luthrell Church - His
Fingerprints Will Remain Lewis Celebrates 96th
Birthday---------- -----------

Mr. Church’s handprint is on many houses
throughout the community. For Mrs. Inez Ford’s
home, Mr. Church chose the brick design and laid
the brick stairs in 1965,
by Tangela Fedrick
Challenger Staff Writer
ST.PETERSBURG—
The late Luthrell Church, a
1 fe
man who dedicated so
many years and so much of
. -I '-;.'
his time improving many
of
the
economical
ml.
depressed areas of St.
Petersburg will be missed,
Mr. Church came back
not only by his family but
and laid tile for Ms.
also by people he touched
Ford 10 years ago.
and communities he helped
photos by Tangela Fedrick
to build.
carpentry, home building
Mr. Church was a hard
and restoring. During the
working man who was
early years of segregation
known for being a pioneer
and a passionate craftsman
Church
with an expertise in tile,
continued on pg. 6

years in classrooms teach
ing before she went on to
becoming an assistant
superintendent for the
Chicago public school sys
tem; Like so many of us,
every birthday feels differ
ent, but still very special.
This one was no exception.
Dr. Lewis was greeted with
hugs and kisses, smiling
Dr. Virginia Lewis
photo by Rassi
faces, memorable gifts and
Unforgettable remarks.
by Tangela Fedrick
LaVeme Roberts, fri
Challenger Staff Writer
end
of Dr. Lewis and her
ST. PETERSBURGfamily
performed an inspi
Well respected educator
Dr. Virginia Lewis cele rational solo. The enter
brated her 96th Birthday tainment for the evening
with family and friends last was a live two person band
Thursday evening, Febru and wonderful food, taste
ary 10, at College Harbor fully topped off with wine.
Dr. Lewis’ granddaughter
in St. Petersburg
The evening started Jamaine Yeargans dedicat
with a prayer by Rev. ed a speech to Dr. Lewis
Joseph Myrthil shortly just for the occasion. It was
after Df. Lewis’ adopted evident, after all these
daughter Bettie Powell years, Dr. Lewis still thor
read a verse from the bible oughly enjoys the love and
relating to being a phe Support from her family
and friends... and they feel
nomenal women.
just
as honored.
Dr. Lewis spent many

which he also has accom
panying sketches.
But, it is reading that
Cornelius loves most.
Consequently, when he
receives his prize, he said,
he’ll buy a "reading
blaster," and then make a
contribution to Mr. A,J. In
addition to so much more,
Mr. "A.J." provides inspira

'Winning this contest
has. encouraged Comehus
to write more and more.
Sampling his writing, it
appears as if he has a very
active imagination. He said
he enjoys writing about
places he’s been', and from
the looks of it, he’s got a lot
of adventures left to dis
cover.
Robby Annis
Robby had never won a
writing Contest before, and
so was surprised that his

Vera Brantly, this
year’s Queen of Hearts
photo by Rassi

bv Candace K. CIarke
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG -

The theme was,' "Love is in
the Air/ and indeed it was.
The look- all glitz and
glamour. Last Tuesday,
February 11, a local group
combined fashion and
fundraising, holding their
2nd Annual Valentine
Survivors’ Fashion Show

"Coach" Bethel
Immortalized at
Middleton High School

cancer1 survivors;

The main goal in put
ting the fashion show
.together was to fulfill a
pledge to the Hope Lodge,
a recently opened $8.4 mil
lion facility that has
become known as a home
away from home for can
cer patients undergoing
treatment. Located in
Tampa and run by the
American Cancer Society,

Hope
continued on pg. 5

CALL TODAY!
896-2922

Winners
continued on pg. 8
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To Win A Pair of Tickets
To See the Theatrical Production
of Manhattan Casino
Running February 20 — March 2
At the St. Petersburg Coliseum

INSIDE TfflS ISSUE
Rep. Frank Peterman Named to Select House Panel on Florida’s

Economic Future - Pg. 3
Black Men’s Annual Health Forum Set for March 8 at HCC - Pg. 3

Column on Historic All-American Black Communities of
the 20th Century -Pg. 4

Largo’s Black History Legacy - Pg. 6

pP Women’s Group Urges Restoration of State funding for PACE
Girls Program-Pg. 9

FAMU’s Architecture Building Closed Over Suspicious,

Unknown Substance - Pg. 11

Ingrid Bethel poses beside the unveiled portrait
of her father, William O. Bethel, with
young supporters

Billionaire Becomes First African-American Owner of

an NBA Team-Pg. 16
Study Queries Intent of Bush Administration’s Slashing of Afterschool

photo by Barbara Griffin

by Tangela Fedrick
Challenger Staff Writer
TAMPAOn
Saturday, February 15, the
staff,
student
body,
Middleton High School
alumni; family, friends,
and the community came
out to show support for the
dedication of their gymna
sium in honor of "Coach"
William O. Bethel.
"Coach" Bethel’s fam
ily was showered with love
and support during this
wonderful and unforget

table occasion..
Mrs.
Barbara Bethel, wife of the
late
coach,
received
plaques and awards in
Bethel’s memory.
Bethel’s passion for
reading, music, and sports,
was evident throughout his
scholastic career. He had a
rare gift, and was duly
honored after graduating
from Tuskegee University,
when he was inducted into

Bethel
continued on pg. 6
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A Living Memorial to Cleveland Johnson, Jr.
“Black People Must Sell As Well As Buy Else Remain A Beggar Race
by Barry A. McIntosh.
General Manager
Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his

destiny, and helped others working for someone else,
do the same. That is what and buying and spending
he preached incessantly; be more than selling has per
in control of your own des petuated some level of sub
tiny. To achieve that sort of jugation.
freedom, one must sell, and
An
often-repeated
even more importantly, sell story from those who tried
what belongs to them, not as they could to write sto
someone else’s product or ries for him was his
service, ln other words, response to essentially "go
find yourself a business, sell an ad, and keep your
work it, be successful at it, story." He promoted the
and thus dramatically re participation in commercial
duce your dependence up enterprise, controlling your
on others for support. destiny. In addition, he
Working for someone else, backed up what initially
and having them control seemed like a harsh request
your income, has relegated by taking so many under
many African-Americans his wings and training them
to a beggar race, in some to "sell." This town is filled
cases more severely than with people who took his
others. Nevertheless, as advice, and are forever
Mr. Johnson experienced it, indebted to Mr. Johnson for

the success they’ve achieved.
For those of us who
were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and fully un
derstand his philosophy, it
does us well to understand
the import of the words,
"Black People Must Sell
As Well As Buy, Else
Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’"
This is critically important
when we look at this equa
tion from the buying side.
For example, the National
Urban League reported that
during the decade of the
90s, "African-American
buying power increased
almost 73 percent." The
challenge we face with that
increase in disposable in
come is the problem with

too much spending.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S.
Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 - 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food, Tele
phone, Utilities, Clothing,
and Major Appliances.
Another study by the
National Tour Association
showed that the Black fam
ily median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white
family earning
$50,000. No wonder that

Mr. Johnson stressed
"Selling" over "Buying."
The net result: a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
all of us!
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The Lost Art of Manners
by Linda Hardaway Watkins
A few months ago I vis
ited a McDonald's drivethru in St. Petersburg; the
person at the speaker greet
ed me by saying "YO. Your
order." I was really shocked
at this type of greeting; 1
immediately drove around,
parked and asked for the
manager. I was told the
manager wasn't available. I
told the person in charge
about the greeting I
received at the window. She
said she would pass it on to
the manager. I have yet to
hear from them. I wrote a
letter of complaint to the
headquarters. 1 received a
response of apology and
since then McDonald's has
improved its service. There
is now a new ad, where you
are greeted in a more
friendly manner at all
McDonald's.
I visited a local estab
lishment where once again 1
was greeted with "yeah," I
dropped off material to be
printed, 1 left my car run
ning and the wind blew my

door closed. I asked if I
could use the phone; as I
began to dial, the phone
beeped for an incoming
call. I gave the person the
phone and said I did not
want to tie up their line
since it was a business. I
stepped outside waiting to
use the phone when the per
son was finished. He locked
the door and offered no
assistance while I was in
the pouring rain locked out
of my car.
Recently I visited Pu
blix; there was no line an
three cashiers were stand
ing around discussing their
very private lifestyle away
from the job. I waited ex
actly two minutes before I
was waited on.
I wonder what has hap
pened to the ART of GOOD
MANNERS? You pay by
cash, your change is put
into your hand without
being counted back, and
you must verify it quick
ly. They are on the next
customer before you check
to see if you've received

Ervin "Magic" Johnson
was just one of a tumul
tuous wave of AfricanAmericans that achieved
superstar status in their
respective sports.
photo by Terry Gilliam

by Nbfmah E. J'ones, II
America's Black Press
is this nation's oldest mi
nority
communications
outlet. However, these pu

blications continue to be
ignored by virtually all
sports institutions when it
comes to advertising sport
ing events.
There are nearly 300
weekly African-American
newspapers in America
today. This media is the
second most important in
stitution for Blacks, the
church being the most im
portant. Without Black
newspapers, Blacks would
be the least informed eth
nic group in the country.
The cross-bearer of Afri
can-Americans is the
Black MedftL1 '
It is the responsibility
of the Black Press to detail
important events and activ
ities that directly affect the
daily life of America's

most wealthiest and visual
minority population. Al
though African-American
media publications have
made, and continue to
make major contributions
to keep this country at the
top of the free world, they
continue to be shoved onto
the back burner when it
comes to advertising budg
ets.
There is void when it
comes to advertising sport
ing events in the Black
weekly publications.
There have been many
changes on the athletic
field. For instance, there
was only One or no Blacks*
on the basketball, football,
and baseball teams during
the 1950's. Even major col
leges limited their number

of Black players on their
teams. There were no
Blacks in management
prior to the 1960's.
Today, the National
Basketball Association,
National Football League,
and Major League Base
ball plus the major colleges
are dominated by AfricanAmerican super stars.
These players have the
right to receive the same
amount of publicity in
Black publications that
their white teammates re
ceive from the mainstream
media outlets.
All major sportstearris
have millions Of doHArisih
their advertising budgets.
Major publications receive
millions of dollars to print
schedules and special ath

letic promotions while the
Black newspapers receive
no advertising revenues.
The colleges and pro
fessional teams should ad
vertise in the Black press
for several reasons. There
is a special market for their
advertising dollars in the
Black press. Today, there is
a great number of Black
players on their team.
Many fans read the Black
publications when decid
ing to go to the movies,
plays, or sporting events.
Recruiting efforts could be
maximized through this
mediuni: ‘
Another reason it is
good business to promote
upcoming sporting events
in Black newspapers is
because of the current life

of each publication. Black
newspapers are read by
virtually the entire house
hold. One newspaper usu
ally has 3 to 7 readers each
week, sometimes in-group
sessions. Decisions to at
tend events is made when
they are seen in these
Black weeklies.
A bonus reason for
advertising in Black news
papers is its community
relation's impact. It shows
an appreciation of, and re
spect for, the local AfricanAmerican community in
the use of their entertainmenf tkfU&fff.
It is good business
practice to advertise in the
Black Press.

Rep. Peterman Responds To Bill Maxwell
On Saturday night,
February 8, I received a
telephone call at home. It
was Speaker of the Florida
House of Representatives,
Johnnie Byrd (R- Plant
City) pledging his support
(obviously because of the
Times editorial that ques
tioned the fact that I had
removed my name from
the education subcommit
tee). Not only that, Byrd
said he and his wife would
be attending Sunday morn
ing worship at the Rock Of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church, where I am the
pastor. House Speaker
Byrd and his wife along
with State Representative
John Carassas (R-Largo)
participated and provided
the support I needed after

the Times’ editorial which
suggested that I "Let my
constituents down," and
the column Bill Maxwell
was allowed to write stat
ing that not only was I be
coming arrogant, I should
"resign."
■ Because some of the
facts were missing from
the editorial and the col
umn, I feel it is necessary
that I explain. In Decem
ber, I made a personal/
political decision to re
move my name from the
House Education Appro
priation committee. Step
ping down from a commit
tee is common practice
among legislators. In fact,
with just a little research,
columnist Bill Maxwell
would have discovered that

some 21 legislators had
requested changes for a
myriad of reasons. Of
those who requested to be
removed, two were from
appropriations committees.
However, none were from
the Pinellas Legislative
Delegation.
Pastoring a church and
raising a family are my
highest priorities. From the
numerous calls of support I
have been receiving, my
constituents seem to under
stand that a person with
family values and a belief
in God is needed within
that vast legislative body.
Also,- as a legislator, serv
ing the needs of the people
of my district is one of my
primary passions, and their
vote of confidence, has

indicated that they know
how I feel about them.
I have always fought
for educational policies
that would enhance the
academic life of children,
beginning with my work at
the Juvenile Services Pro
gram, Inc. where I raise
funds for programs that
provide assistance for at
risk youth.
I sponsored House Bill
559 that allowed for single
member districts, and thus
more African-American re
presentation on the Pinel
las County School Board.
This bill passed in Novem
ber. Perhaps, because the
legislative system is com
plex, Mr. Maxwell failed to
realize that neither my
voice nor my legislative

influence has been si
lenced. Many times a more
meaningful appeal can be
made from the house floor,
and I can always address
educational issues there.
Finally, I am bewil
dered by Maxwell’s col
umn, because he is often so
passionate about what
Black men and especially
Black fathers are not doing
for their families and the
community. And I was un
der the assumption that my
actions indicated that I was
doing what he espoused
and more. Maxwell is a
good writer, and has cer
tainly been forgiven, but he
is conflicted. Maybe, he
should consider some res
ignations of his own. I
prayerfully submit that

the correct change.
I realize we are living
at the speed of light, but
what about manners? It
will not hurt to train cash
iers and customer service
persons the Art of Good
Manners. Thank You, How
are you today?
Will there be anything
else I can help you with?
These are techniques that
will bring customers back
again and again.
This is my most recent
one and it really got to me.
I was in a front office in a
meeting, and a CEO of a
Foundation walked in and
never acknowledged the
eight persons sitting there.
He only spoke to the per
son he knew. That really
got me. I asked him if he
did not see the other people
sitting there or did he not

just have any manners, or
was he just plain rude. He
spoke once he found out
that the persons he ignored
were the very ones he
needed to speak to.
This is one I am sure
bothers us all: Cell phones
ringing in church of all
places. Are we so important
that we can not leave our
phones at home or in our
cars during our worship
services?
Good manners are the
foundation of good com
municating skills. "Please,"
"Thank you," "Good morn
ing," "Excuse me," just to
name a few. We as adults
must be responsible for
teaching our children man
ners at home. Good man
ners in adult life become a
way of signaling others that
you had good home train

ing. A child learns by
example and if the adults in
their life do not use man
ners, that old saying, "Don't
do as I do, do as I say," just
will not work.
Often today people are
bombarded with rude,
crass, and shock value be
havior. All of which comes
from a lack of self respect
and/or a lack of being
taught manners. Rather
than being rude right back,
or totally staying away
from such behavior, I be
lieve we should teach by
practicing being consider
ate and respectful. After all
that's how we'd want others
to be with us; considerate
of our feelings and our
things, and respectful as a
fellow human. Also we
should consider tolerance.
To tolerate has two oppos

ing definitions in the dic
tionary. The first is "to
respect (others beliefs,
practices, etc.) without
sharing them." The other is
"to put up with" bad behav
ior in the name of good
manners. There are many
kind and creative ways to
express differences without
being rude or disrespectful.
So if you choose to toler
ate, do so with respect, and
if you choose not to toler
ate, also do so with respect.
Kids nowadays don't
have the same respect that
we had as kids. When I was
a child we didn't talk to eld
ers with disrespect as kids
show now. If we talked to
elders the way some kids
do now, we would not be
able to sit or talk for a cou
ple of days. We were not
allowed to sit down with

the elders when they had
guests. We had to leave the
room or pay for it later,
when the guest left.
Some parents want to
blame society when in ac
tuality it is their responsi
bility to teach their children
the Art of Good Manners.
My grandmother al
ways told me "Good Man
ners will take you a long
way” and to always be re
spectful to grownups. Your
life will be longer, that
'some of the Ten Com
mandments.
We must teach what
they leam.. Adult society
accepts drugs, homosexu
ality, and any means of
deviate behavior simply by
saying we have rights to be
different! But does that
right mean we loose the
next generation of children

Frank Peterman, Jr.

Maxwell should resign
from misdirected anger
and unresolved pain. Then
he could truly use his great
writing talent for the glory
of God and not the degra
dation of his fellow man.
Reverend Represen
tative Frank Peterman, Jr.
(D-St. Petersburg)

because we are ignorant to
teach them the morals, giv
ing them the right to make
real choices in adulthood,
rather than having to accept
violence a, abuse and neg
lect. I say they are our chil
dren, our heritage, our love,
we must protect that right,
and in doing that we must
teach them and that process
includes discipline and the
Art of Good Manners!
We cannot afford to let
our youth grow up without
teaching them how to be
respectful toward elders,
church, school and the
workplace. I would urge all
businesses to put into place
a training mechanism to
teach their employees how
to be respectful and how to
use good manners. The Art
of Good Manners must not
be lost.
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
Commissioner Kenneth T. Welch
to Speak in Honor of AfricanAmerican History Month------------Pinellas County Commis
sioner Kenneth T. Welch
will be the keynote speak
er at Prayer Tower Church
of God in Christ on
Sunday, February 23.
Commissioner Welch will
speak in honor of AfricanAmerican History Month

Kenneth T. Welch

at the 11:30 morning wor
ship service.
The church is located at
1137 37th Street South in
St. Petersburg. The public
is welcome to attend.

St. Petersburg Times will
discuss how to trace fami
ly history through maiden
names and military pen
sions. Admission to the
event is $5 for museum
members and $10 for non-

TALLAHASSEE
Florida House Speaker
Johnnie Byrd Wednesday
announced the appoint
ment of Reps. Frank Peter
man Jr. (D-St Petersburg)
and Leslie Waters (RSeminole) to the House

members.
For further informa
tion or to reserve your seat
at this event please call the
Museum at (727)-8941052 ext. 204.

ST. PETERSBURG The Pinellas County Urban
League continues to be the
community resource center
for job referrals and place
ment services.
Assistance is available
from two locations: 333 -

1:00 - 3:00pm.
The program will be
held at the new James
Weldon Johnson Library
located at 1059 18th Ave.
South, St. Petersburg.
The concert will fea
ture The Opposite Sax jazz
group headed by Emile

Hillsborough Community,

College’s Dale Mabry
Campus.
The forum is a collab
orative community part
nership with hospitals,
healthcare
providers,
churches and community
organizations to help ad
dress major health issues
affecting African-Ameri
can men’s health. The past
three Men’s Health For
ums have been very suc
cessful, with more than
3,000 men attending.
Prostate cancer is the
most common type of non
skin cancer found in Amer
ican men, and the second
leading cause of cancer
deaths among men.
Prostate cancer inci
dence rates are 60 percent
higher in African-Amer
ican men than white man,
and prostate cancer deaths

The Weekly Challenger
thanks Badcock
Furniture, the Verizon
Foundation, and the
Tampa Bay.D-Rays
for their contributions
benefiting students at
John Hopkins Middle,
Gibbs High, Boca
Ciega High, St.
Petersburg High, and
Academy Prep.

are two times higher for
Black men that white men.
Yet prostate cancer is 95
percent curable if caught
early, says Bob Samuels,
founder and chairman of
FPCN.

and Laura DeCosmo on
saxophone; Vincent Sims,
guitar; Bill Pillucere, bass
and Harry Ettman on
drums.
The program is free
and the public is invited.

The non-profit organi

zation is dedicated to edu
cating the public about the
prevention of prostate can
cer deaths through early
detection and testing. Its
mission includes support
ing research, promoting
legislation, and providing
information on early detec
tion, support organizations
and current treatment op
tions.
The African-American
Men’s Health Forum is a
daylong health education
event providing screening
for prostate and colon can
cer, and continuous screen
ing and checks for blood
pressure, cholesterol, car
diovascular disease and
diabetes.
In addition to free test
ing, participants gain ac
cess to educational work
shops on prostate cancer,

diabetes, heart disease,
men’s sexual health issues,
and colon cancer. Medical
professionals will address
risk issues, the importance
of early detection and
treatment, and many other
health issues..... .
Fred Johnson, renown
ed singer/musician and
prostate cancer survivor,
will provide entertainment
during lunch. This year’s
forum attendees will have
a chance to win numerous
prizes, including airline
tickets and weekend hotel
stays. Breakfast and lunch
will be available for atten
dees.
There will be a $10
pre-registration fee. Regis
tration on the day of the
event is $15. Scholarships
are available.
For more information,
or to volunteer, contact
FCEN’s Tampa office at
813-806-2800. To register,
call 813-259-6006 or visit
the FCEN website at
www.florida-prostate-cancer.org.

Coney Accounting and Tax Solutions
------------------ Certified Public Accountant

31st Street N., St. Peters
burg, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., (727) 327-2081;
1100 Cleveland Street,
Clearwater, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., (727) 587-7937.
The Urban League’s
Minority Skills Bank em

Dandy
is, widely
known for his melodious
voice and unique styling
and thrills his audience
with renditions of “Old
Man River” and soulsearching Negro spirituals.
In college he was the
vocalist with the FAMCEE
Collegians that featured
Nat and Cannonball Ad
derly.
The program is free,
and the public is invited.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Junior Artist
Program------------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG The ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc,.»„wiU .once, again pres
ent their annual Olive B.
McLin Junior Artists pro
gram on Sunday, March 9,
at 3:00 p.m. at the Uni
versity of South Florida,
Campus Activities Center,
comer of 2nd Street and
6th Avenue South.
This affair was devel

oped to showcase young
talented students in the
community and represents
the sorority’s commitment
to the advancem^ijt.pf the
—
arts.
We are asking interest
ed students who are gifted
in singing, dancing, poetry
and other artistic abilities
to please attend one of two
auditions on either Tues
day, February 25, or March
4 at 6:00 p.m. at the Enoch

Davis Center, 1111 - 18th
Avenue South. Please
bring your sheet music,
tape or whatever is neces
sary .for the audition,., .
For •
informations
please call or leave a mes
sage at 327-2031.
Loretta Gilstrap and
Sylvia Moore are event
chairs. Lena Wilfalk is
Chapter president.

Classic Wedding Books

Going to the Chapel:
From Traditional to Afri
can-Inspired, and Every
thing in Between-The Ultimate Wedding Guide to
Today's Black Couple
Signature Bride Editors
Planning your wed
ding—Going to the Cha
pel written in 1999 (hard
back), reissued in 2001
(paper back) is still one of
the most successful African
American bridal books. ( 5
of 5*****) Valder Beebe,
Editor
Brides seeking inspira
tion, details for, planning,
advice and sources for ven
dors, continue to use this
beautifully photographed
classis wedding book. Pub:
Putnam Publishing
Jumping the Broom: The

cated main stream America
about the tradition of
Jumping The Broom
[jumping over the broom
symbolizes the joining of
two lives in the AfricanAmerican culture]. All in
one planner inspires cou
ples to include their her
itage, photographs, original
ideas, and etiquette in their
wedding celebration.
Pub: Henry Holt
Jumping The Broom

Wedding Workbook: A
Step-By-Step Write-In
Guide for Planning the
Perfect African-Ameri
can Wedding
Harriette Cole (5 of
5*****) Valder Beebe,
Editor
A beautiful, spiral
bound Organizer to track all
of the details of your wed
ding planning. A classic
keepsake treasure for
Brides.
Jumping
the
Broom Workbook (1996) is
'-•the companion to the com
mercially successful Jump
ing The Broom Wedding
African-American Wed Planner. Pub: Henry Holtpaperback.
ding Planner
Valder Beebe, CEO of
Harriette Cole (5 of 5 www.photography-by-james*****) Valder Beebe, Edi .com, a Dallas newspaper Editor
and syndicated column writer.
tor
"Living the life of her dreams:
The 1995 fabulous with her husband, James and
wedding planner that edu theirfour kids."

♦♦♦
Publix,

Drumsticks
L

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

Upcoming
Events

• Free Jazz Concert, Saturday, Feb. 22,
1:00 - 3:00 p.m., James Weldon Johnson
Library, 1059 18th Ave. S.

• Commissioner Ken Welch to Speak at
Prayer Tower COGIC in Honor of African
American History Month, Sunday,
Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m., 1137 - 37th St. So.

& PVP

NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

by Valder Beebe

1701 16th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

coneyactg @ msn.com

H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULAR MASSAGE

www.vhotovravhyby-iames.com

Red’s Snak Shak

—— — — — —. _ ______ —
701 22nd Avenue South, #2
Angela Y. Coney, CPA
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Owner
727-822-7522

We Specialize Also In:
Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia

Syndicated
feature column

There Is A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger!

I Accounting • Taxation * Computer Applications * Auditing
Electronic Filing, Fast Refunds, 24 hour Refund
i Anticipation Loans, Proprietorships and Corporations,
Day-Care Providers, Not-For-Profits,
J No upfront costs when fees are deducted from refund

7 Accept, ‘Wo'dt&u.
fruuvtattce

For Your
Reading
Pleasure

ployment counselors are
available to serve your em
ployment needs Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. and Monday
and Wednesday at 1100
Cleveland Street, down
town Clearwater.

ST. PETERSBURG Outstanding and well-re
nowned baritone William
Dandy will render a musi
cal concert hosted by the
Ebony Scholars Commit
tee on Sunday, February
23, at 6:00 p.m.
The program will be
held at McCabe United
Methodist Church located
at 2800 - 26th Ave. South.
Reverend Dwayne J. Craig
is the Pastor.

Black Men’s Annual Health
Forum Set For March 8 At HCC
TAMPA - The Florida
Prostate Cancer Network
(FPCN) will hold its fourth
annual African-American
Men’s Health Forum from
7:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
on Saturday, March 8 at

"I have great confidence
that Representatives Peter
man and Waters will find
the pulse of Florida’s econ
omy and determine how
best to strengthen it," said
Speaker Byrd.

Native Son William Dandy
Returns for Concert----------

Jazz at the Library
In celebration of Black
History Month, the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association, in conjunc
tion with the City of St.
Petersburg and Enoch
Davis Center, will present
a jazz concert on Saturday,
February 22, 2003 from

Select Committee on Flor
ida’s Economic Future.
The committee will
seek to gauge public input
on how best to strengthen
Florida’s economy and
improve fiscal responsibil
ity in state government.

PCUL Minority Skills Bank

Local Museum To Host
Genealogy Workshop —
ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Muse
um of History will host a
genealogy workshop on
Saturday, February 22
from 10 a.m. to 12noon.
Donna Murray Allen of the

Byrd Names Peterman To Panel
On Florida’s Economic Future

COMMUNITY SPECIAL
2 BIG RED CHEESEBURGERS

COMMUNITY SPECIAL
10 PCS DARK

2 REG ORDERS OF FRIES OR OKRA

10 HOT WINGS

1 LARGE SODA

2 REG ORDERS OF FRIES OR OKRA

1 REG SHAKE

3 REG SODAS

• Olive B. McLin Junior Artists Program,
Sunday, March 9, 3:00 p.m., USF Campus
Activities Center, corner of 6th Ave. So.
and Second St.

1 REG SHAKE

plus tax
$11 value

• Wilham Dandy in Concert, Sunday,
Feb. 23, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., McCabe United
Methodist Church, 2800 - 26th Ave. So.
(Hosted by Ebony Scholars).

plus tax
$20 value

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

For more information about Community
Billboard, call us at (727) 896-2922

i
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OPINION

The Historic All-American AfricanAmerican Communities Of The 20th
Century--------------------------------------------------

THIS &
THAT

1

Part One Of Four

by Fenn Ellery

Fund-Raising For
"Haves Vs. Have-Nots II
NCCJ (the National
Conference for Conununity
and Justice), through its
Executive Director Dr. Roy
Kaplan, invited me to a ci
vil rights committee meet
ing recently. The Diversity
Committee of a wellknown organization was
slated to discuss a program
with NCCJ and, quite prop
erly, Dr. Kaplan wanted
some support.
Instead the entire lun
cheon meeting of the Di
versity Committee of the
St. Petersburg Bar Associ
ation (SPBA), held at the
Holocaust Museum, dis
cussed fund-raising for a
different project. It consid
ered an actiftn plan to raise
$50,000.
Since they were not on
Dr. Kaplan's wavelength,
which drew me to the meet
ing, I just listened and
thought. How many times
have community organiza
tions toiled, labored, per
haps even "slaved" - to
raise less than 1% of that
amount? $500! (No, no This doesn't mean that
Youth won't still have the
fun of a cash-raising car
wash!)
AAVREC (AfricanAmerican Voter Research
and Education Committee)
has discussed whether the
annual dues should be $20
or $2*5. Think what $1,000
would do to help AAVREC's programs. The
AAVREC chair, Mr. Vyrle
Davis, has probably had to
reach into his pocket - as
have many others - to put
on the current parent meet
ings with Pinellas County
school leaders in Johnson
Library.
Some groups worry
that $25 would be too high,
driving away potential
members. Or whether a $10
Student Dues should be
added to get Youth in
volved, with some extra
"scholarship" money avail
able to help Youth get in
and involved who didn't
have the $10.
We just went through
some of this in TBABJC in
revising our Constitution.
The Tampa Bay Associa
tion of Black Journalists (or
Communicators) is part of
NABJ, the national parent.
Through a lady filled with
energy (Ms. Adrienne
Samuels of the St. Peters
burg Times) we are sched
uling a "Working with the
Media" workshop.
And NCCJ is having to
find some pizza-and-coke
money to bring people to a
6 p.m. planning sessions
for a Media Roundtable at
USE This is set for March
11. Even FOUR SP Friends of Urban Revitali
zation, which grew in part
from the Visioning 2020
program - is having to find
a little money for incorpo
ration, its web site, etc.
This is not the society
page! These are few of the
community-based and -ori
ented groups which do a lot
of locally-valuable work
and need operating cash.
Even Front Porch could
probably use extra funds
for administrative aid.

Though - for the record -1
do not represent The Week
ly Challenger 1 know that
General Manager, Barry
Me Intosh, has created link
ages to a number of local
groups and organizations.
His first order of busi
ness when he joined The
Challenger staff, was hold
ing buffet-dinner meetings
to get people to come and
talk about their view of our
newspaper, and how it
should grow in the future.
And all these uses for cash
don't get into the scholar
ship
needs.
The
I.M.P.R.E.S.S.
scholar
ships, created by Me Intosh
through The Challenger, as
well as the Ebony Scholars
program aided by AAV
REC and Vyrle Davis. Plus,
add IMA (Ministers) and
the churches -, and lots
more!
This doesn't mean that
the dozen-plus people at
the SPBA/Bar Assn. Diver
sity luncheon were not
excellent people. They ob
viously were, and they
seemed to think that it was
"a piece of cake," easy to
get others to "belly up to
the bar" (add sound effects
of nervous laughter the
couple of times this joke
was used).
Why was the $50,000

needed? Largely for pic
tures and cardboard, and
the design and construction
of a traveling display ex
hibit. Travel and shipping
costs to send this display of
Black lawyers to Tallahas
see, around the state, and
perhaps to high schools.
Were there any His
panic lawyers, or those of
other ethnicity, to appear? I
don't even know whether
Mr. Robin Gomez, the His
panic Affairs Officer for
Pinellas County, had been
contacted. He might have
asked for help with arrang
ing another display with
medical professionals.
A battlefield medic, Dr.
Hector P. Garcia of Corpus
Christi, Texas, founded the
American GI Forum (large
ly Chicano veterans) after
World War 11. My point:
Did the SPBA/Bar's Di
versity Committee really
research the directions that
project and other requests
might go?
SUMMARY. Though
we are going through a
period of economic decline
there are many worthwhile
and needed organizations
which can use some valu
able help with fund-raising.
AND there are interested
people with the expertise,
and the networks and con
tacts, to help with a wellplanned and coordinated
program.
Major
fund-raising
from private sources for
seed money and adminis
trative aid, helping the
long-suffering volunteers
who can't reach far enough
or 'work hard enough to
grow the people needed to
help close the racial income
gap? It can/should really be
pursued more!
Fenn Ellery, ACT (727) 866-2540. E-mail:
patnfenn@aol.com

bv Norman E. Jones, II
In the early and mid
20th century, Negroes
driven to seek refuge from
the lynching and brutality
initiated by the Ku Klux
Klan, and intimidation by
"Peace Officers" in rural
areas, left their country
dwellings to pursue their
desire for a better life.
They moved to the lar
ger cities, both in the North
and south, and gained in
dustrial and other employ
ment.
With
them,
they
brought many of their tra
ditions and customs and in
troduced a new culture in
their new environments.
They settled in resi
dential patterns akin to
their previous environ
ments and founded large
enclaves within these
cities, many of which be
came almost self-sufficient
communities. Always fea
tured in these communities
were gambling joints,
houses of prostitution,
bootleg joints, and places
of entertainment.
They were the main
stays of Negro Culture
ranging from alley dives to
elaborate cabarets and
night clubs and theaters.
Many of these new
communities were given
names of identification,
which even to the rank
stranger meant this was the
area of town where the
Negroes lived. "Coontown," "Harlem," "Fifth
Ward," "South Side,"
"Darky-town,"
"The
Tracks," "Elm Thicket",
"The Scrubs", "Yammacraw", "The Bottoms",
"Over The Hill," "Nigger-

(823-6092)
bv Mabel Cooper
Gee, you readers of
my column! I had no idea
there were so many of you
who read and enjoy my
column, “This ‘n That". It
was gratifying that a large
number of readers told me
so since reading my last
write around - my Febru
ary 14-23 column. They
said anything that appears
in print in my article is all
right with them, especially
the jokes. I am deeply
grateful for this.

St. Petersburg’s ‘Gas Plant’ area at Third Ave. So. and 13th Street in 1936
town," "Bucket Of Blood," cities to which the Black the next generation as the
"Liberty City," "Good- population was migrating. only dowry.
bread
Alley,"
"The They came seeking a better
They were sustained
Heights," Chittlin’ Town," life only to find out that on anger, sorrow, pride,
"Barbecue Hill," "Smoke they had left a "Better shame, love, hate, and hap
town," "The Hill," "Para Life" on the farm and the piness.
dise Valley," "Skid Row," village from which they
However, the one at
"Geechee Town," "Book had fled. Everyday bring tribute that carried them
er's Creek," "The Gas ing many and different and through whatever hard
House," "Soulville," and difficult problems.
ships they faced, the one
"Bronzeville" are only a
The struggle was never thing that bound them all
few of the colorful names ending. There was never a together, regardless of their
of these newly created letup. They diligently diverse backgrounds, was
communities.
sought for security. Life their great sense of humor.
This was an era when was raw and hard work, Their ability to laugh from
emotions were the greatest with scanty rewards. The the belly was an invaluable
and oft-times the only sum total of all bitter expe tangible asset. Laughing
asset, the only weapon to riences were hoarded in brought immediate solu
wrest an existence from the lieu of gold to be used in tions to their problems and
paved streets and back the never ceasing battle for frustrations.
alleys of the towns and survival. And passed on to
Cash For Your Own Gas Plant Story
If you have ever lived, worked or played in the old Gas Plant Area, The
Weekly Challenger wants to hear from you. Please submit a typed story,
no more than 500 words. The Weekly Challenger will pay $ 25.00 for
each story printed in our publication. Send your story to Norman E.
Jones, II by mail to 2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Avenue, So.,
St. Petersburg, FL. 33705 or by email to: normanjones@aol.com.

DAYTON ANDREWS DODGE
M-F 8:30-8:30 ♦ Sat. 8:30 to 6:30 • Sun. 12 to 6

Family Owned
5 Star Dealer

22nd Ave. & D.S. 19 North
St. Petersburg 727-321-0500

rl995 Chevrolet S10 Reg Cab V6 auto, A/C,"!

matching topper

2002 Dodge Work Van, V8, A/C, Auto
3 to choose from
$14,500

$3,750

1999 GMC Sonoma SL auto, A/C, bedliner, tool I
box
$6,988 !

1995 Ford F150 Super Cab 5.0 V8, auto, A/C,
brush guard, sunvisor, alloy wheels
$7,995

2001 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab Laramie SLT,
V8, Auto, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner $14,945

I

2001 Dodge Dakota SLT Club Cab Auto, V6,
AC/PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt Alloy Wheels
Only 18,000 miles
$ 14,950

i

1999 Ford Explorer Sport auto, A/C, V6, pw/pi/J
cruise/tilt/CD/coded entry system
$8,959
'
■
1999 Dodge B-1500 Low Top Conv. Van, auto, I

2002 Dodge Ram 1500 Reg Cab, V8, Auto, CD,
Bedliner, Dual Exhaust,
Only 6,000 miles
$14,960

A/C, pw/pl/cruise/tilt, 4 captain chairs and fold ’
down bed
$8,971

2001 Ford F150 XLT Super Cab, 4-Door, Auto,
PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt, Bedliner
29,000 miles
$14,975

1999 Ford Ranger XLT Super Cab, V6, A/C
AM/FM/CD, Bedliner, Cruise/Tiit
33,000 miles
$8,988

1997 Dodge Ram 1500 Club Cab Sport, Auto, V8,1
A/C, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Alloy Wheels, CD
;
46,000 miles
$10,750 I

2000 Nissan Frontier SE V6, Crew Cab, Auto,
A/C, PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/CD, Nerf Bars
38,000 miles ’
$14,987

1998 Dakota SLT Club Cab, auto, V6, A/C, PW, I
PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner, Premium Sound System, •
Bed Liner. 45,000 miles
$10,771 |

2002 Dodge Grand Caravan SE V6, Auto, Dual
A/C, 7 Pass., 4 Door, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Privacy
Glass, 3 to choose
26,000 miles
$ 15,906

1997 Ram 1500 Club Cab Sport V8, Auto, CD, |
PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/Bedliner
46,000 miles.
$10,900 |

1999 Ford F-350 XLT Super Duty Crew Cab, V10,
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Bedliner
$15,791

2000 Chevrolet S-10 Ext-Cab LS, V6, auto, towl
pckg. PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt, alloys, bedliner
27,000 miles
$10,927 |

2002 Dodge B-3500 15 Pass Van PW/PL/Cruise/
Tilt, V8, Auto
$15,995

1998 Ford F-150 XLT Super Cab, V8, Auto, A/C, I
PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Two-Tone Paint, Alloys, Tool.
Box
$11,949 |
2000 Ram 1500 Laramie SLT 5.2 V8, Auto, I
PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt
22,000 miles
$12,907 |

2000 Dodge Low Top Conversion Van, Dual A/C, |
Fold-out TV and VCR, Leather, Ground Effects,.
Auto, A/C, PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt
$13,489 |
1999 Nissan Frontier King Cab XE, V6, 4x4, Auto, i
A/C, PW/PL, 22,000 miles
$13,870 '
J

2000 Dodge Durango SLT V8, Auto, PW/PL,
Cruise/Tilt/Alloy Wheels/Leather, 3rd Seat, Dual
A/C, 33,000 miles
$16,888

2002 Ford XLT Super Cab 4 dr., V8, Auto,
PW/PL/Cruise/Tilt/CD and 10 Disc. Player,
Tonneau Cover, Bedliner, 29,000 miles $18,977
2000 Chevrolet 2500 Silverado 4-Dr., LT Leather,
Auto/AC, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt, Heated Power Seat
$20,750
2002 2500HD 4x4 Ext-Cab LS 4-Door, Auto, 6.0
V8, A/C, PW/PL/Cruise, Tilt, Alloys, Bedliner
11,000 miles
$25,850
L

THINGS HAVE
IMPROVED SINCE
THEN
Vacation time means
fun, relaxation and perhaps
doing something a little
different from our every
day routine. One thing is
certain - vacationing “back
home” is a treat. So, Dorene Childs Leonard of
Lawrenceville, GA, and
Wamella Childs Mims of
St. Paul, MN, found that to
be true when they came
back to vacation in their
old stomping ground.
Wamella jetted from
St. Paul to Lawrenceville
February 10. She and Dorene motored to our town to
visit their sisters and fami
lies, Christine Childs Mc
Cray of 27th Avenue S.
and Melissa Givins of 39th
Street S. Dorene left St.
Pete 45 years ago and War1
• nella 49 years ago. While
here, the visitors bedded
down at Melissa’s abode.
It has been a lot of
good times, eating, shop
ping, sightseeing, visiting
other relatives, old friends
and fondly recalling the
good times they had grow
ing up in Jordan Park and
going to school here in our
town.
The ladies said, “In
every place we go, we are
not treated as strangers,
which makes our trip even
more enjoyable. When our
vacation is over, we will
have many pleasant mem
ories to take with us. We
have a feeling of peace and
friendliness here now that
wasn’t here when we lived
here.”
They will also fondly
recall the impressive Val
entine’s Day Banquet and
program given by the 55+
Ministry of Mt. Zion Pro
gressive Baptist Church.
The 6th annual celebration
was held at Bayfront Cen
ter Pavilion Room. Most
everyone wore fancy
threads, the food was deli
cious and abundant (live
music by Butch Rose),
lively conversations going
on between friends and
guests alike and finally
those soul-stirring, hand
clapping “words of inspi
ration” by Elder Anthony
P. Conage, Pastor of Queen
Street Church of God in
Christ, that shook the ele
gant rafters of the Bayfront
Pavilion Room walls.
All four sisters grew
up, graduated from local
schools, went to college,
married and went their
separate ways. Wamella is
a retired educator and Dor
ene is a retired Registered

Nurse.
They motored to New
Port Richey where they
were feted with a fun-filled
cookout given by long
time friends. Others ex
tending hospitality to them
were first cousins Harriet
Carter, Altamese Cannon,
Richard and Owen Davis
and Jewel Lovette. After
an enjoyable and relaxing
trip on February 23, the
visiting sisters will motor
to Georgia, then Wamella
will jet to her home in St.
Paul.
Happy trails, friends.
You all come back and see
us again soon - ya hear?
* ** * *

Willie Mae Titus
BIRTHDAYING
Proud great grand
mother and triplets share a
birthday.
Willie Titus Williams
of St. Petersburg shared
her 83rd birthday with her
triplet great granddaugh
ters. The triplets are the
"daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
Askia Aquil. They were
bom on Mrs. Williams
81st birthday February 15,
2001. The great grand
daughters were given the
names Aaliyah, Akilah and
Aminah. They are tally a
blessing to their parents.
Birthdates are good for
you. The more you have,
the longer you live.
Willie Mae Titus Will
iams’ son, Louis Williams,
turned “65” on February 2.
My hero, Michael Jor
dan, turned “40” February
17.

Lynwood “Jew”
Sheddrick
ON THE FLIP SIDE
The family and clo
friends of the late Ly
wood “Jew” Sheddrick i
our town take this meth<
of saying “thank you”
“Jew’”s friends and clas
mates who came and pa
respect to his wake servi<
at Creal’s Funeral Hon
February 8, 2003. Speci
thanks to the Creal stai
Rev. Don Gaskin and otl
ers who took part in h
homegoing service. Ma
God continue to bless yc
all.

Sincerely, Doctor, Hi
rold Franklin, Rosetl
Rentz and family men
bers.
*****

UNTIL NEXT WRITE
AROUND, STAY
LOOSE!
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Gibbs High School Invites
Community To "The Judgement
Of Paris"-------------------------------------- —

——__ —

RECOLLECTIONS

THE ART
OF LIVIN'

Performance Spotlights African-American Students

by Frances Pinckney

Finding a Bit of Black
H istory----- -----------------The first issue of The
Crisis, the NAACP’s
monthly magazine, was
published in November
1910 by editor W.E.B. Du
Bois.
While
sorting
through papers in my writ
ing desk just this week, I
found a partial copy of the
1914 issue of The Crisis.
This is how I came to
have this 88-year-old item
of black history in my pos
session: In 1989 I inter
viewed a woman of strong
ished in The Crisis. His
religious standing and ser
“Unpublished Letters of
vice to the community. The
Paul Laurence Dunbar to a
feature story was pub
Friend” was published in
lished in The Weekly
this magazine in 1920.
Challenger's The Cross
lt was said that W.E.B.
and Crown Magazine sup
DuBois, one of the found
plement on December 23,
ing fathers of the NAACP,
1989. She brought along a
was very passionate about
lot of pictures taken during
journalism and that he sinextensive travel in this
glehandedly created a new
country and abroad. She
kind of journalism in The
also brought a box full of
Crisis. He was the editor of
old issues of The Crisis.
The Crisis from 1910 to
She said that she and her
1932. The literary style of
family had long-term
the old copies of The
involvement and member
Crisis is impressive. It was
ship in the NAACP.
a forum for publication for
At my urging, she
new and established writ
agreed to leave several co
ers.
pies for me to look through
Here is a quote from
and read with my promise
the opinion column in the
to return them promptly. I 1914 issue of The Crisis. It
made a partial copy of is entitled “The Lazy Ne
about three of the issues. I gro” and has excerpted
foundjust one.of those cp- , passages from a paper
pies in my desk. It has a written by Mr. E.D. Mor
portrait of a beautiful black rell, an English student of
woman on the cover, art West African affairs,
work by John Henry Ad which is entitled “Nine
ams. Exemplary illustra teenth Century and After”:
tions are found throughout
“A widespread rooted
the magazine,j creative art fallacy may induce the
work by black artists.
reply that the native of
Great literary works Africa is himself incapable
by such great poets such as of developing his land. It
Langston Hughes and writ will be argued that he pos
ers such as Alain Locke, sesses neither the requisite
Countee Cullen and, of capital, nor the requisite
course, James Weldon brains, nor the requisite
Johnson (first black execu energy...”
tive secretary of the
Developing land aside,
NAACP) were published DuBois very capably de
in The Crisis.
veloped The Crisis into an
Poet Laurence Dunbar, extraordinary journalist
known as “Poet of the Peo endeavor which spoke for
ple” and for his well- justice of the Negro and
known poem which strikes pointed a finger at the
a sad but real concept of shortcomings of democra
blacks’ guised relationship cy in America.
and reaction to whites,
“We Wear the Mask” had
some of his writings pub-

1 The CRISIS

ST. PETERSBURGThe Students and facility
at Historic Gibbs High
School will present "The
Judgement of Paris" at the
school's
auditorium.
(Building 4) The curtain
raises at 7:00 P.M. on
Wednesday and Thursday,

February 26 and 27.
The play will feature The
Gibbs Gladiator Gospel
Choir, the Clark Ensemble
Dancers, the African American History Class
and the Multicultural
Players.
A complimentary dinner

Veterans of Battle of the Bulge
ST. PETERSBURG Veterans of Battle of the
Bulge, World War II, will
meet at 11:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 18, at Pic
cadilly Cafeteria (MidCity Shopping Center),

1900 - 34th Street N„ St.
Petersburg.
This meeting will be
the initial meeting to or
ganize the West Coast of
Florida Veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge in

World War II, 1944 and
1945 Chapter.
Please call Vince Runowich, (727) 323-3793, for
additional information.

ST. PETERSBURG Interest letters are now
being accepted for the Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity (St. Peters
burg Graduate Chapter).
Must be a college

graduate, have past and
present community service
involvement and be dedi
cated. Only serious iiiterest-minded need to submit
a letter of interest.
Send all letters of

interest to: Omega Psi PhiEta Rho Chapter, P.O. Box
11723, St. Petersburg, FL
33733, or contact Ivan
Tucker at tuckerivan@
yahoo.com
or
John
Wooten at 866-3510.

Hope

members spent the last
several months in firm
commitment to the show
and their support for the
Hope Lodge. The Sword of
Hope’s pledge of $30,000
eighteen months ago was
met and surpassed with
help from the show’s dona
tions. That money will be
spent in building a suite at
the Lodge set aside as
Suite #311, one of 40
suites among the facility.
The remaining funds will
most'nicely go toward col
lege' scholarships for stu
dents who have had can
cer, with the requirements
that they attend a Florida
university and ROCK
Camp as well, a recovery
camp paid for by the can
cer society, said Royston.
"All of our operating
expenses in addition to
building expenses are do
nated," said Hope Lodge
director Susan Rabel, "so
it’s groups like the Sword
of Hope and other organi
zations that make this
facility a possibility for
cancer patients." Since the
facility opened in June
2002, they have treated
nearly 300.

"This show was so
special," Royston re
marked, "because our mo
dels were so unique." With
ages ranging from their
40s to their 80s, the others
who proudly walked the
runway
were:
Mary
Wheeler, Jeanice Hairing,
Pat Howells, Lucian Iema,
Bernice McCune, Barbara
Meacomes, Anne Murray,
Sparky Paradis, and Lu
cille Wagner.
"I’m so proud to be a
part of this .[show], remarked model Jeanice
Hairing, who works as an
assistant associate at Ray
mond James. "The aware
ness that it brings to cancer
is invaluable." Harring,
diagnosed with breast can
cer in August 2000 is now
free of the disease. "There
are so many women who
aren’t as lucky as .1 am,"
she added.

from pg. 1
the Hope Lodge is an
extension of the H. Lee
Moffitt Center. With 19
other centers around the
nation (including one in
Miami and Gainesville),
the Hope Lodge offers
cancer patients a free lodg
ing while they undergo the
physical and emotional
stress of treatment, operat
ing on a first-come/firstserve basis.
Royston, who has suc
cessfully survived a bout
with breast cancer five and
a half years ago, knows
just how important events
such as the fashion show
can be for the Sword of
Hope. The women’s’ sup
port group, formed in
1984, has been a constant
source of support for can
cer survivors arid their
families. Her dedication to
the Hope Lodge began
when she visited one of the
centers in Gainesville in
2001 as a friend was being
treated. When talk of
developing the Tampa cen
ter began, Royston soon
jumped on board with the
Lodge’s corporate plan
ning committee.
Along with co-chair
person Paula Blanda, Roy
ston and other committee

FindABlackOwnedBusiness.com
. 4 Day Business & Conununity
Networking Cruise
Thursday September 25- Monday September 29

Who should come:
• Business Owners
• Those looking to start a business
• Singles
• Those just needing a vacation

Prices as low as $390 per person
Payment plan available

_ __
DEPOSIT

• $50 per person deposit due by March

9, 2003

to hold your cabin and discounted rate. (Please note: $50 deposit is non-refundable).
Payment Plan Per Person: $200 due by May 10th; balance due July 10, 2003
AFRICAN AMERICAN ADVENTURES, INC
727-388-3801 • Gwen Washington, Owner
•For More Information log onto www.FABOB.com or call 727-866-FIND

Mrs. Beatrice Lewis (center) a retired former
principal at Curtis, and Mrs. Christine Morris, a
retired librarian join.Randy Lightfoot in the rib
bon cutting ceremony.
At 11:00 a.m., Satur- Heritage Village and Piday, February 15, a red rib nellas County School
bon cutting ceremony Board initiated a. project
marked the opening of the designed to collect and do
first
African-American cument the history of area.
History Museum and Re This effort was spearhead
source Center (AAHMRC) ed by educators Randy
in Pinellas County. The Lightfoot and Sandy Rook
event concluded a three- and a small group of vol
year task for The Pinellas unteers. They collected
County African-American photographs, artifacts and
History Project. Nearly interviewed local residents
100 guests were intro on the history of Blacks in
duced to the new muse the North Pinellas County
um's board of directors communities of Clear
during a brief program water, Dunedin, Largo,
lheldina first iflqor class- Oldsmar, Safety Harbor
room at the old Negro ' and Tarpon Springs.
Curtis Elementary School.
When the Pinellas
Because of the lack of County School Board do
information on the history nated the Curtis School
of African-American resi grounds and building last
dents in Pinellas County, year to house a depository
the Pinellas County Histor for the collection, the mu
ical Society along with the seum became a reality.

The Weekly Challenger thanks Republic Bank for their
contribution, benefiting students at

On February 16,
1857, Frederick
Douglass was
elected President of

Melrose Elementary.

Freedman Bank
and Trust.
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Academy Prep

«ff>ce:813*231«0S0l
toll frc e: 866-231 -OWt -

Center for Educatio.n

KS

AMERICA
C

A private educational center for
5 th through 8th grade boys and girls
Successful candidates qualify for need-based
scholarships and have the ability and desire to

succeed in a rigorous academic program

Leaving from Tampa to Cozumel, Mexico

more!!!!!
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3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Harold Leffall Jr.
• Pastor and Business Owner Chico Dials
• Comedian featured on BET Comic view
• Health & Finance expert and much

f&iatty Museum

v.gpa tscfctongfa r.Liirt

Hairstyling

dollar business and Publishing company

Pinellas County
African-American
History Museum And
Resource Center
Opens In Clearwater-

Gordon Phoi ography & Video

Hires

Who will be there:
• Black Owner & CEO of a Multi-million

by Norman E. Jones, II

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
Accepting Interest Letters

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

News
Deadline Is
4:00 P.M.
Monday

will be served in the cafe
teria from 5:30 P. M. The
entire community is invit
ed to attend this Black
History Program. For addi
tional information call the
school at 893-5452, exten
sion 166.

The
History
Of
AAHMRC
"As a tradition in the
African-American com
munity, we began this pro
gram by thanking God,"
said Lightfoot.
Lightfoot then gave
those present an overview
of the project. "In 1994,
the Florida State Legislator
passed House Bill 2665
that in effect would place
African-American history
in the Florida school sys
tem, said Lightfoot.
Shortly afterward, the
above group teamed up
with local historian Ray
Arsenault, a professor of
History at the University
of South Florida - St. Pet
ersburg, to present "Bus to
Destiny," a narrative of
African-American history
in Pinellas. "This effort be
came the model for an
African-American curricu
lum in the state school sys
tem," Lightfoot continued.
The Museum's admin
istrator, Mrs. Rooks, in
formed the audience about
the exhibits in the museum
which includes the "Gal
lery of Leadership" that
acknowledges a dozen of
African-American, Pio
neers in the county. "We
welcome any historical in
formation, artifacts or other documentation on our
history, said Mrs. Rooks.
Mrs. Beatrice Lewis a
retired former principal at
Curtis, and Mrs. Christine
Morris, a retired librarian
joined Lightfoot in the rib
bon cutting ceremony.
You can enjoy the mu
seum at 1101 Marshall
Street. Clearwater, for no
charge by appointment.
Donations and member
ships are accepted; The.
Museum is a 503-C non
profit organization. For ad
ditional
information,
please call (727) 5321698.

gob, A iUfs

IS MOT THE ANSWER
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Small classes, full-day, year-round activities
A safe, structured setting

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

IMVKRNI I Y of SOI HI FLORIDA
ST. PUT TRSBI rc;
( ampus Activities t enter
•
140 7th Ave. So.
2pm

Call the school office at (727) 322-0800

Donation: $10.00

2301 22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712

For more information, call 727.B9R-2225

For Grade 5 and 6 classes to begin in June

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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kins, Earl Mells, Andre
Nelson and Madelyn Rob
erson, who is a leap year
child - bom Feb. 29.
*****

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard
MORE UNIQUE WAYS
TO MAKE MONEY
TRIM EXPENSES
Keep up tabs on your
expenses and look for
ways to trim all but the
most necessary expendi
tures. Your expenses will
fall into one of the follow
ing categories:
Rent: Use a room in
your own home or some
one else’s home, basement
or garage or look for an
older home to rent if you
need a lot of space. Look
for cheaper rentals in of
fice buildings which are
older or do not have good
parking facilities, if your
business does not depend
on customers having ready
access to your business.
Materials:
Buying
from a wholesaler will
save you a great deal of
money. If you cannot order
a large enough amount to
meet the minimum bulk
quantity order; perhaps
you can locate others in
your line of business and
combine your order with
theirs to save you both
money.
Equipment:
Used
equipment is often just as
good as hew equipment,
and you can get it for from
one-half to One-third the
cost leasing equipment
(renting it) gives you the
benefit of considering this
a deductible business ex
pense.
Advertising and pro
motion: New releases are
printed by newspapers for
no charge: These must be
written correctly in order
to be accepted. Local tele
vision and radio programs
have talk shows looking
for topics and people of
interest to the community.
Volunteer for community
events, donating your ser
vices and getting your,
name before the public.
Bulletin boards in dry.
cleaners, supermarkets and

laundromats are free. Use
doorknob advertising to
get samples and literature
to your customers. Re
search on the right way to
advertise in magazines so
that you don’t waste mon

ey.

7b be cont’d.
And now it’s that time of
the week again when we
share newsy tidbits with
you about past and pres
ent happenings.

THE BEES AT
BETHEL
This past week at
Bethel A.M.E. has been
one of the most interesting
and busiest ones in my
lifetime - shopping, plan
ning, preparations, cook
ing, setting tables, serving,
trying to be charming, try
ing to direct other church
members from out of the
city to our home church at
912 - 3rd Avenue N. by In
terstate. A most interesting
affair. February 11 in the
twilight of the eyening was
kick-off for Nathaniel Wil
liams, Charles Howard and
Leonard Roberts who ca
tered the deliciously
cooked meals. Tuesday
night, the A.M.E. Church
llth Episcopal District,
Tampa, Annual Confer
ence was the Valentine
concert. A lovely repast
was served Then Wednes-

< day thru Friday were top
shelf menus. Desserts of
the day were peach cob
bler, upside down cake,
bread pudding, strawberry
shortcake, banana pudding
and homemade cookies.
■ An enjoyable affair.

FIRST BLACK STAR
OF COUNTRY MUSIC
Charley Pride, enter
tainer, is the first black star
of country music and was
voted entertainer of the
year in country music and
male vocalist of the year
1971 by the once-lilywhite Country Music As
sociation. Bom March 18,
1939, in Sledge, MS, he is
a high school graduate. At
first wanting to be a pro
fessional baseball player,
he distinguished himself in
the now-defunct Negro
American Baseball League
and made it to the major
leagues with the Los
Angeles Angels. Between
seasons he worked in
Great Falls, MT, as a cop
per smelter and as a night
club singer in the evenings
singing the Grand Ole
Opry songs he had always
loved on radio. In 1963
the late Red Foley caught
his act and said, “I don’t
care whether you’re black,
green or purple -- you ought
to go to Nashville.” Re
jected for the New York
Mets by Casey, he stopped
toff in Nashville on his way
home and charmed the
country western record
producers:
With
his
recording, “Just Between
You and Me,” he launched
info super stardom. He has
become the idol of country
music concert fans, Mr.
Pride)s many hits include
such ballads as “Does My
Ring Hurt Your Finger”, “I
Know One” and. “Let Me
Live”. His country gospel
hit “Did You Think to
Pray’’ won him the coveted
Grammy award in 1971:
He and his wife Rozene
have three children Kraig, Dion and Angela.
Address: Jack D. Johnson
Talent, Inc., Box 40484,
Nashville, TN 37204.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
February 20 - Tonya
Harrell; 21 thru 29 - Nikita
Holmes, Johnny Ponder,
La Shaune Davis, Geral
dine King, Rashawn Rowser, Quan R. Jones, Amber
J. Battle, Lakisha D. Wat

“As every thread of gold
is valuable, so is every
moment of time.” (James
Mason)
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TOM'!

ft

Star 16
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FEATURING
• B.J.: Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit
5am-10am

• DIANE HUGHES: 5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS: 10am-1 pm Just playing the
music the way you like it.

• MICHEALT: Old school and music to drive home by.
• TONY CHARLES: Take you back home with your favorite
blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

For Advertising Call
Donza Drummond, Sales Manager
727-821-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving *T\wnya (Bay Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) "

2060 - 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Largo’s Black History Legacy
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by Bettye Burnett-Scott,
R.N.,M.S.

V

* sU
L-R: Mrs. Delores Gooden Helm, daughter;
grandchildren, Master Sgt. Elizabeth HelmFrazier (U.S. Army) and Bruce Oglesby, Teacher,
Dade County Schools
LARGO - Ninety per
cent of African Americans eluded the acquisition of alive”.
Watching
proudly
living in Largo love and land that he sold to black
remember Chester Gooden families in the late thirties throughout the event was
and the footprints that he for homes that they could the daughter of the Goo
and his wife Corrine left n’t acquire due to segrega dens, Mrs. Delores Good
behind.
tion and the donation of a en Helm, Johnie Helm, Pa
The Largo community parcel of land to establish trick Helm, Bruce Ogles
joined his family and Pi St. Mary Missionary Bap by, Leslie Helm-Smalls
nellas County in honoring tist Church where he and Elizabeth Helmthe late pioneer as a road served faithfully for more Frazier who was instru
formerly known as Baskin than 60 years. He operated mental ini pursuing the
Crossing (Drive) for 66 business in the area to help name change with family
years
was
officially improve the economy and and community support.
The event was histori
changed to Gooden Cross encouraged youth to be
ing? Preceding the street strong and strive for excel cal not only because Of the
ceremony unveiling the lence.
name change, but because
sign, a program was held
The speaker for the if took place two years af
in St. Mary Missionary historical ceremony was ter the date of hiis death,
Baptist Church where hun Dr Calvin Harris, County February 1, 2001, and the
dreds reflected on his con Commissioner. He chal kick-off date of Black
tributions to the communi lenged parents and chil History Month.. .February
dren alike to “keep hope 1, 2003.
tyHis contributions in-

Chester and Corrine
Goodena

Ingrid Bethel, “Coach”
Bethel’s daughter, with
Councilwoman Gwen

‘ Miller
*-T|yO VORfO.
Bethel from pg. 1
the Tuskegee University
Hall of Fame.
Years later, Bethel
moved to Tampa, FL. in
the 1940's where he served
as Athletic Director, Head
Football, Basketball, and
Baseball coach at Mid
dleton High. During his
career, he amassed a
wealth of records, even

Church from pg. 1
and post segregation when
African-Americans were
not able to build and refur
bish homes, Mr.- Church
was a household name. He
was known for using high
quality building materials
and making sure his work
was as affordable as possi
ble to his community.
Luthrell Church Jr.,
eldest son of the late Mr.
Church and his wife Mari
on, talked about his fa
ther’s handiwork. "My
father was good at what he
did; he made it lcipk easy."
Luthrell Jr. talked about
his father passing the
torch, teaching him how to
lay carpet, tile and bricks,
but most importantly, to
always focus On what you
are doing no matter what
skills you acquire.
According to Mrs.
Church, her husband al
ways wanted his sons to
share his occupation, how
ever, they chose different
professions. The Churchs
had nine children, five
daughters and four sons.
One sou preceded Mr.
Church in death.
Mr. Church was adept
at designing a home in
almost any style. One
home he is well recognized
for is Inez Ford’s home
which is located on 28th

Mrs. Barbara Bethel
with Senator Les Miller
and Henry Washington,
Middleton High
Principal
photos by Barbara Griffin

GOOD
HEALTH
TO YOU!

thel’s memory alive in
honor of his lifetime
accomplishments, athletic
achievements and dedica
tion fo the community, sev
eral awards of excellence
have been established in
his name.
Bethel hot only en
joyed outdoor sports, but
he continued to use his tal
ents in more eclectic set
tings. For example, he had
the pleasure of singing in
local jazz clubs.

having the privilege of
coaching some of the
world’s best professional
athletes.
"Coach" Bethel not
only became a role model
for young men and wom
en, but he also helped
many
student-athletes
secure college scholarships
and continued to mentor
them throughout the years.
To help keep "Coach" Be

At the ceremony were
peers who coached with
"Coach" and eventual
comrades who "Coach"
helped tp educate. The fes
tivities were highlighted
by the presence of City iand
Government
Officials,
there to help remember a
man who will never be for
gotten

Ave. in Sit. Petersburg. Mr.
Church put up the wallpa
per, laid the brick work
outside on her porch and
put down tile in her family
room. Mrs. Ford and her
late husband trusted Mr.
Church not only because
they were related but
because of his exemplary
customer service.
Mrs. Ford described
Mr. Church. "Luthrell was
the most hard working,
caring, and trusting person
I have ever known," She:
felt he had a keen sense of
spatial acuity, helping his
customers to see their sur
roundings in a different
light.
Cynthia Ferguson’s
home was another home
that Mr. Church was noted
for, and remains his last
testament, before he suc
cumbed to his illness.
According to Mrs. Church,
he did a marvelous job on
Ferguson’s home despite
the challenges of the two
story, 4 bathroom home.
Afterward, Ms. Ferguson
was very pleased of her
newly remodeled home.
During the time of Mr.
Church’s stay in the hospi
tal, he would entertain
doctors and others, talking •
about his football playing
days. He boasted of taking
on bigger guys, prompting

him to tell his wife "babe
go home and get my pic
ture and bring it back up
here; I want to show
them." Mrs. Church be
lieved he didn’t want any
one to forget how great he
looked, and how he was
once so full of energy.
He never gave up
hope, promising his wife,
that as soon as he started to
feel well, he’d be returning
to work... that day never
came. The cancerous dis
ease continued to gradual
ly sap him of his life. Mrs.
Church said "tie was tired
of hurting and tired of
being so sick, so I know it
was nothing but the Lord
telling him to come on
home. I know that he is. in
peace."
Mrs. Mozelle Davis, a
friend of the Church fami
ly said that "Luthrell had a
very colorful and positive
personality no matter
where you would see him
or talk to him."
Mr. Church left his fin
gerprints and legacy on
countless floors, walls, and
homes in this city. His pas
sion for his occupation will
continue to speak for itself,
as his handiwork will be.
on display for generations
to come:

Headache: A Cause
For Alarm!!
You may be one of
many Americans who
experience headaches fre
quently. Many get head
aches everyday. This is a
widespread problem that is
rarely understood and the
perceived causes are as
varied as the number of
persons affected. One ba
sic factor is that headaches
are a symptom of imbal
ance or interference in
your body. Symptoms are
simple clues that need to
be given attention by spe
cifically and thoroughly
describing it. Headaches
are not age and gender
biased. Males, females,
young and old are affected.
The experience of a
headache may occur at
anytime, upon awakening,
during daily activities, or
at the days end. Regardless
of the time of the onset it is
a legitimate biological dis
order that deserves and
needs to be assessed and
treated accordingly.
• Your primary care
physician needs to be in
formed at least during your
annual exam or as soon as
possible depending on the
frequency or severity. It
could be a signal of a
potentially serious health
condition.
• Some surveys indi
cate that , the majority of

..persons who suffer from
’’ctironic .headaches don’t
bother to Seek medical
help.
Some
headaches
pound, others throb, some
are dull and achy, while
others may be sharply
painful. They may occur
on any side of your head:
Stop and pay attention to
your headaches, especially
if they are re-occuring
ones. You may be able to
identify causes for your
headache. Your headache
may be triggered by men
tal stress, fatigue, hunger
or dietary sensitivities,
hormonal
imbalances,
digestive disturbances, and
lifestyle factors, among
others. It is known that
everyone gets a tension
headache now and then
which may last for a short
period of time. Numerous
people complain of "mi
graine headaches" and yet
others note just "a head
ache" can be a cause for
alarm!
What kind of headache
do you have? The four
most
common
are:
Sinusitis, migraine, tension

and cluster. They fall into
these categories.
• Metabolic Hormonal
(circulatory,
digestive,
PMS, fluid retention, ex
cess estrogen level, hypo
thyroidism, hypoglycemia,
nutritional deficiencies,
constipation, etc.).
• Psycho/Emotional
(stress, depression, fear,
anger, fatigue, frustration,
tension, anxiety, etc.).
• A combination of
either of the above. In ad
dition, many people are
chemically sensitive to
common household items,'
such as carpet, lead and
paints.
Sometimes the causative
factors can be related to
your lifestyle and changes
that you can control; to
name a few: missed or
skipped meals, crash diets,
too little or too much sleep,
over consumption of sugar,
heavy T.V. of VCR, com
puter activity, etc.
Things you can dodepending on your person
ality and health status,
relief could be as simple as
throwing away your ciga
rettes, eating better, exer
cising or finding a creative
way to express your emo
tions.
For headaches without
particular symptoms some
strategies/ techniques for
temporary relief include 1)
using Ice packs or steam
heat at the base of the neck
or forehead. Heat works at
the onset of a tension
headache because it acts as
a soother of muscles. Ice
helps because it constricts
blood vessels and reduces
the sensitivity of nerve
endings. Techniques for
long term (non-medical)
includes the easiest factors
that you can control, like
lifestyle changes (diet and
exercise).
• Avoid junk foods,
refined sugar & carbohy
drates which cause blood
sugar levels to soar, then
crash.
• Limit fat intake. It’s
difficult to digest and can
cause stomach ache and
limit or eliminate alcohol
and caffeine consumption
which can be toxic to your
system.
• Eat raw fruits and
vegetables and drink plen
ty of water.
• Schedule mental
health breaks.
"Preserve the Tem
ple"’

Please Support Our Paper by
Patronizing Our Advertisers!

SAM'S BEAUTY SALQN
3600 - 18th Avenue SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 322-0024 • Cell (727) 542-2189

Ask fpr Tpnv

20 years experience in Hair Care
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SAM’S BEAUTY SALON
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ENTERTAINMENT
Destiny’s Child, Spike Lee, Pam Grier Talented Florida Producer Receives
Take Center Stage at Prestigious
Coverage By Black Enterprise
Turner Broadcasting Awards ------------- Magazine---------------------------------------------Ceremonies Offer The Best In African-American Entertainment

Award'. Director Spike Lee Woods
• American Hero
• Jonathan Levin
Trumpet Award: Lt. Col. Teacher of the Year Trum
pet Award: Najiyyah ijlal
Marilyn Wills
• Civil Rights Trumpet Nashid
Pop star Chaka Khan,
Award: Civil rights lawyer
and former presidential celebrating 30 years in
advisor Vernon Jordan
show business, performs
• Trailblazer Trumpet during the show, as do jazz
Award: Newsweek editor artist Al Jarreau and Trum
Mark Whitaker
pet Award recipients Des
• Leadership. Trumpet tiny’s Child. Gospel per
Award: 100 Black Men of formers Donny McClurkin
America Board Chairman and Maty Mary sing with a
and TWD, Inc. President local Atlanta youth choir.
and CEO Thomas W. And Rymiah, an up-andDortch Jr.
coming pop quartet man
• Pinnacle Trumpet aged by Beyonce Know
Award:
Actors-writers les’ father, also perform.
Ruby Dee & Ossie Davis
Presenters for the
• Global Trumpet awards ceremony include
Award: Prime Minister of singer Patti LaBelle, pop
the Bahamas Perry Christie star Lenny Kravitz, NBA
• Rising Star Trumpet Hall of Famer Kareem
Award: Golfer Cheyenne Abdul Jabbar, attorney
io
.aril J'jni on.

Johnny Cochran, actor
Michael Beach, actordirector Robert Townsend,
actress Garcelle BeauvaisNilon, talk-show host
Ananda Lewis, actress
Sheryl Lee Ralph and
Sudanese supermodel Alek
Wek.
TBS
Superstation’s
telecast of the Trumpet
Awards will be paired with
a special uncut presenta
tion of Spike Lee’s ac
claimed film Get On the
Bus, the story of a group of
African-American
men
riding a bus to the Million
Man March, held in Wash
ington, D.C. in October
1995. Charles S. Dutton
and Andre Braugher star.

nrtinD

meht jingles

songs for many businesses
and organizations. Addi-

Book by: Bob Devin Jones • Lyrics by; Bob Devin Jones SZ Michele Lamar Richards • Music by:
Michele Lamar Richards st Danny Hamilton • Conceived and Directed by: Bob Devin Jones St Bill
Leavengood • Choreography by: Paulette Walker Johnson
Musical Direction by: Rick Steuart

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
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TBS Superstation To
Air Star-Studded Event
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m.
(ET)/8:30 p.m. (PT) Des
tiny’s Child, Spike Lee,
Pam Grier, Julius "Dr. J"
Erving, Vernon Jordan and
Ossie Davis & Ruby Dee
are among the honorees
when TBS Superstation
presents the llth Annual
Trumpet Awards Saturday,
Feb. 22, at 7 p.m.
(ET)/8:30 p.m. (PT). The
event, hosted by D.L.
Hughley, features musical
performances by Chaka
Khan, Destiny’s Child, Al
Jarreau, Donnie McClur
kin arid Mary Mary. The
Trumpet Awards honor
African-American achiev
ers in fields as diverse as
law, politics and entertain
ment.
The following is a
complete fist of the 2003
TRUMPET
AWARDS
Honorees:
• Special Achievement,
in Music Trumpet Award:
Recording artists Destiny’s
Child
• Special Achievement
in Film Trumpet Award:
Actress Pam Grier
• Special Achievement
in Sports Trumpet Award:
NBA Hall-of-Famer Julius
"Dr. J" Erving
• Filmmaker Trumpet

Even
while
late
blooming
impresario
Thomas Demerritte was
receiving his Masters De
gree in Public Admin
istration from Florida State
University in 1980, he
knew his passion was in
music. While in school, he
pursued this passion by
playing guitar, keyboards
and drums in Miami and
Tallahassee area bands.
After working almost 19
years with Miami-Dade
County government, De
merritte decided to realize
the dream he often shared
with his wife Evette while
recovering from her tragic
passing from lupus. In late
1999, in his wife’s memo
ry, he incorporated the
multimedia firm Tavette
Entertainment
Group.
Over the, short time period
since then, he has had sev
eral noteworthy achieve
ments, including being fea
tured on the cover of na
tionally distributed Black
Enterprise
magazine’s.
February 2003 issue,!
The company’s Liber
ty City based recording
studio - where Demerritte
serves as a producer, musi
cian, arranger, songwriter
and engineer - has pro
duced and recorded albums
by several local artists, and
has produced advertise-

Thomas Demerritte
tionally, Tavette Records,
the company’s record label
presided over by Demer
ritte, has several artists
under recording contracts
and has recently released
CDs on artists as diverse as
legendary R&B-to-gospel
singer Spencer Wiggins,
hip-hop group Wetwerx,
and talented spoken word
artist Rebecca "Butterfly"
Vaughns. Tavette’s film
and video division pro
duces numerous music
videos, commercials and
documentaries for outside
clients as well as for its
own artists: Recently the
company was selected by
Miami’s Youth of America,
Inc., to help produce a
video to document Mia
mi’s historical Black Po
lice Precinct and Court
house. The company even
has a graphics design unit
■that handles website devel
opment, logo design, and
corporate branding to, offer;
"one. stop .service'.!)-to ite
muric customers and other

multimedia clients.
In addition to all of
these diverse interests,
Demerritte recently devel
oped and operates a special
community outreach pro
gram called ADMIT (Al
ternate Direction Music
Industry Training), which
uses Tavette’s studio and
other resources to provide
training to Miami’s at-risk
youth groups in the area of
music business. A compila
tion CD of positive raps
and songs created and
recorded by ADMIT pro
gram participants is being
assembled for distribution
to area schools and com
munity youth organiza
tions. Demerritte states, "I
feel that it is important for
us to give back to the com
munity by developing
young people’s awareness
of the business aspect of
music."
Although this is often
a time-consuming regimen
of 12 to 15 hour workdays,
Demerritte says, "I am
constantly reminded of an
old saying - Find a career
you truly love and you’ll
never work a day in your
life. Lean truly say that
music is my passion and I
never get tired from giving
people a chance to reach
their creative or business
potential
in
music."
Demerritte lists his; rnosj
• important motivation as his
’ wife, his former MiamiDade County supervisor
Dr. Terry Conward, who
presented him with the
industry
bible
"This
Business of Music" upon
recognizing his true pas
sion while he worked for
her in 1990, and Barbara
Howard, a Miami area
consultant who he often
assisted in Dade County’s
business certification pro
gram he came to supervise.

"Ms. Howard was the ulti
mate self-made business
woman. When she found
out about my desire to start
my own business someday,
she encouraged me to step
out on faith and let my tal
ents and hard work carry
me through."
Thus, Demerritte ac
quired much of his busi
ness acumen through his
civil service position
through watching how Ms.
Howard and other owners
operated their companies.
He even returned to school
to acquire more updated
knowledge about the music
industry and modem music
recording and engineering
techniques. Then, as sug
gested, he stepped out on
faith to join the business
community
he. once
served. Since he opened
his business, Demerritte
has worked to establish ef
fective business partner
ships with other local
Black owned companies
such as Beta BusinessSystems, Taste of Freedom
Sportswear, Project 26
Studios, and Sam GrantGraphics. Respectively,
these firms provide Tavette
with accounting services,
gear and merchandising for
its hip-hop groups, and
graphic design. Thomas,
45, has not yet remarried
wand,

has

a

daughter, .

Stephanie, who attends ,,
college in Fort Lauderdale.
"I am blessed that she is so
mature and understand
ing", says Demerritte.
"Without her constant sup
port for' my passion, I
would not have the flexi
bility to devote the time
needed to expand my busi
ness. I also feel blessed to
know that my wife still
lives in me,, in Stephanie
and in our company."

The Weekly Challenger thanks Badcock
Furniture, the Verizon Foundation,
and the Tampa Bay D-Rays for their
contributions to the I.M.P.R.E.S.S.
program - benefiting the youth of

polls the lid off police'
corruption, At tke cental
of the action is a veterans
Los Angeles cop brilllantiyS

our communities.
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•Kurt Russell gives the
perforw.ce of his career,
Vho says good stories don’t
open early in the year.*
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The Coliseum Ballroom • 535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL • Co-sponsored by the City of St. Petersburg
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2nd Annual Black History Essay Contest
Presented By The Weekly Challenger and Sponsored By:

SouthTrust Bank
You’re not just another customer.

Huge Clearance Sale

We're Proud Not Only To
Produce Energy, But To Devote
It To Worthwhile Causes.
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HOME FURNISHING CENTERS1

St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741

Progress Energy Florida, Inc. supports those endeavors that enrich our
community. For more information, visit us at www.progress-energy.com.

We’re not just another bank.
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z Limited Time
Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
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Mr.

Cornelius Copeland
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

When Mommy first
told me about this contest, I
thought this was a good
topic for my daily writing.
The first person I
thought about was Dr. Mar
tin Luther King, Jr. I told
Mommy that he was
already a king.
The second person was

Murphy

My Mom, Cynthia Durant

my Uncle Joe who was a
fireman. Since 9/11, I
thought all firemen were
heroes. Mommy says Un
cle Joe has since retired. I
thought maybe that meant
he was too tired to work
anymore.
I had no idea who I
was going to write about
until Mommy told me to
think about someone I real
ly like and who has made a
big contribution to people.
I was not sure what contri
bution meant.
I thought it meant may
be giving money to some
one.
Well,
Mommy
explained that contribution
can come in many different
ways. She broke it down to
me very clearly.

Now I am ready to
write about an AfricanAmerican man who I have
known since I was - five
years old. His name is Mr.
Murphy, but we call him
Mr. A.J. at my before/after
care program.
Mr. A.J. is someone I
admire, because he is a
good man and loves God.
He is funny, smart and
strict. He is from the old
school and, yes, he keeps
us in line.
Every morning Mr.
A.J. contributes his heart
and soul. He pours out his
soul with his teachings,
prayer and Bible verses be
fore taking us to school.
Secondly, Mr. A.J. con
tributes his heart. His heart

is always with us. Just like
the song says, “Jesus loves
me, this I know, for the
Bible tells me so.” Well,
Mr. A.J. loves us, this we
know, for his heart tells us
so.
Finally, how does Mr.
A.J. leave an effect on me?
Well, as my day goes on, I
think of Mr. AJ.’s encour
aging words, like pray, be
obedient, do your best to be
the best and, last but not
least, you are not a babe,
kid, you are an A.J. kid
which means, an “Always
Jesus” kid.
I love Mr. A.J. very
much, and if I win this con
test, I will give him a con
tribution for being the per
son that he is.

He’s thinking about
being an architect, because
he likes to draw,' and he
says, "you can use Math,"
in architecture.
What will he do with
his earnings? Robby says,
"I’ll probably save a lot of
it, probably $100, and the
rest I’ll just use for spend
ing money."
Judging from Robby’s
essay, he has developed an
appreciation for the bene
fits derived from associa
tion with people of differ
ent ethnicities and back
grounds. That should work
well for him if he follows
his dream of being an
architect. Being able to
appreciate how we relate to
the world around us can
only help him understand
how to best make use of
space and material.
Jazsmyne Durant
Jazsmyne Durant said,
"I felt it was my best, but I
didn’t know if it would be
good enough," when asked
was she surprised she won.
Her best was good enough,
even though she was pre
pared to chalk it up as a
learning experience, and
find out what she needed to
work on. Hence, learning
she won was somewhat of
a shock!
It didn’t take her long
at all to decide to write
about
her
mother.
Jazsmyne proudly says,
"My mom has been my
backbone."
Mom Cynthia’s sup-

port has been stalwart thus
far. Since the 3rd grade,
Jazsntyne' has been in the
Doorways program, which
has a college scholarship
awaiting her when she
graduates. One of the
requirements is maintain
ing a good GPA in school,
of which Jazsmyne has no
problems
meeting.
Through the llth grade
thus far, she has a weighted
3.75 GPA.
Mrs. Durant’s influ
ence is clearly seen as she
interacts with her children
and other neighborhood
kids. The Durants are cur
rently going through a
small family crisis, because
of an accident suffered by
father George. It requires
travel to Lutz, at a rehab
center just to see her hus
band, but Mrs. Durant’s
faith is evident in keeping
her family strong and intact
while Dad is away.
Jazsmyne attends Boca
Ciega’s Medical Magnet
program, and that’s no
accident. She aspired to be
a cardiovascular surgeon
ever since seeing a heart
bypass on the Learning
Channel, while still in the
3rd grade. She plans to
attend the University of
Miami to continue the pur
suit of her medical goal.
When she appreciated
the help her grandparents
received when they had
heart attacks, she quickly
realized, "I would be able
to help someone like the

doctors
helped
mine
[grandparents]."
Jazsrityne’s favorite
subject in school is
American History, because
she really enjoys her
teacher, Peter Jennings.
She says, "he makes it fun"
and she likes learning
about things in the past.
Jazsmyne believes "it will
help you in the future."
Jazsmyne is definitely
on the path to be a leader.
She volunteers as a cheer
leader coach for the St.
Petersburg Lil’ Devils. She
also does volunteer work
for Hospice and the Palms
of Pasadena through the
National Achievers Society
at 20th St. Church of
Christ.
Jazsmyne has also had
the privilege of being a part
of the African-American
History and Cultural Brain
bowl through SPC for the
past 3 years.
One gets the impres
sion that doors are going to
continue to open for this
blossoming teenager. With
the continued support she
gets from her mother, and
continued appreciation for
that support, it’s pretty
much
a
given
that
Jazsmyne will be helping
many people in the future.

Winners
continued from page 1 .-

essay was chosen as a win
ner. It hasn’t been because
hefrasn’t tried though. His

teacher at Carwise Middle
School, Sue Terry, tries to
get her kids involved in
every writing contest she is
aware of.
Robby
says
he’s
entered five contests this
year alone, with another
one coming up quickly. He
reflected "sometimes it’s
kind of annoying, because
you always have to write
and do homework, but this
time it’s kind of cool,
because I won."
He labored for a couple
hours deciding who to
write about, and after deter
mining that he didn’t know
enough about some of the
folks that came to mind, he
felt more strongly about
choosing Dr. Martin Luther
King. He said he was con
vinced when he realized,
that of "all of the people I
started to write about, he
[Dr. King] helped them, by
giving them the right to do
what they did."
Robby’s parents, AnnMarie and Bob were excit
ed for their son; they too
were surprised since so
many people entered the
contest. Robby said, "my
dad couldn’t believe it."
Robby’s favorite sub
ject in school is "probably
Math," he says. Outside of
school, he enjoys playing
football, baseball, and bas
ketball with his brother,
and neighborhood friends.

SouthTrust Bank

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Mother and daughter, Cynthia and Jazsmyne
Durant
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

Martin Luther King,
Jr., Rosa Parks and even
Jesse Jackson are names
that we often encounter
when we think about indi
viduals who have made a
significant contribution to
a person, group or even the
world. However, when I
think about an individual
who has made a significant
contribution to a person,
one name supercedes all of
the forementioned. This
individual, much like the
strong individuals men
tioned, has a spirit that em
braces greatness. That per
son is my mom.
When I think about my

mom, Cynthia. Durant, a
barrel of many words be
gins to roll across my
mind. Courageous, faith
ful, loving, kind, alert,
alive, honest, bold, infor
mative, brave and very pa
tient are just a few. My
mom is not just a mom, she
is a mentor, role model,

ship with God, she works
extremely hard to give her
children what we need and
some of the things we
want. She bends over back
wards to take care of us.
Although she has very little
help, her faith continues to
shine. Her smile illumi
nates a room, and her laugh
cheers up a saddened soul.
She often states that she
laughs to keep from crying,
which doesn’t seem like a
bad idea. Most people
would rather be happy than
sad. I once read or heard
somewhere that someone
said, “Laugh and the whole
world laughs with you.”
I’m proud that my mom
exhibits a positive example
for me to view. The world
has so much negativity, but
living with such a positive
individual makes life more
bearable.
My mom is a school
teacher. Her job offers her
an opportunity to enhance
the minds and lives of oth
er children like myself. As
you can see, I am truly
proud of my mom. I would
not hesitate to support her
in any of her future ven
tures. My mom has shown
me that an individual can
exhibit greatness whether
he or she is a celebrity or
just the stagehand. It’s not
always what you do, it’s
how you do it.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Mr. Hills, my 6th grade
Social Studies teacher.
After thinking about
this long and hard, I real
ized that there was one
African-American who had
made all of my previous
thoughts and admirations
possible, a man who had
opened the door to make
all these people even a pos
Robby Annis
sibility to have had a
photo by Barry A. McIntosh
chance to influence my
As a young white man, life.
it was difficult to think of
Over thirty years ago,
an African-American who
an African-American man
has influenced my life. I
had a dream. His dream
thought of sports figures was that all people - Black,
such as Michael Jordan, white, yellow and red Tony Dungy and Tiger
should all live in this world
Woods. I also thought of
together and have the same
musicians like Nelly and
God-given rights as one
Stevie Wonder. Actors with another.
television shows and mo
This man held open the
vies also came to mind. door to civil rights for one
Bill Cosby, Will Smith, Ed
and all. His name was Dr.
die Murphy and Oprah
Martin Luther King, Jr. It is
Winfrey were some of my not so much what Dr. King
first thoughts. I even
did during his lifetime that
thought of politicians and
has affected me, but moreteachers like Colin Powell so what has happened in

B Adcock
ESTABLISHED 1904

Progress Energy

motivational speaker, a co
median and a close friend.
She’s a friend who will lis
ten more so than speak, and
any advice given is based
on righteousness. She’s an
individual who will always
tell you the truth, whether
you want to hear it or not.
Her goal is to help, not
harm.
My mom has had to
work extremely hard to get
where she is today. She is
the strongest Christian I
know. Becoming a teen
mother at seventeen years
of age slowed her down but
didn’t deter her from seek
ing her goals. She had to
stop her college career in
order to work and take care
of her child. That child
later became children, for a
total of four by the age of
twenty-eight. At the age of
thirty-two, after putting off
her education for more
than a decade, she went
back to college and

obtained her Bachelor’s
Degree in Education. This
was a great feat. However,
she would not be bound.
She began to seek the next
level, a Master’s Degree.
This grand venture was ac
complished August 10,
2002. It was the biggest
event in my life.
My mom has had to be
like a soldier in any army strong, armed and ready for
battle. She had to be this
way not only for herself,
but also for her four chil
dren and her family. She
has encountered more than
her share of obstacles in
her life. However, she
knew that she couldn’t just
talk the talk. She had to
walk the walk. People put
her down by saying she
couldn’t make it, or she
wouldn’t make it. They felt
that she was crazy for en
during so much from indi
viduals who just seemed to
hurt her. However, she con
tinued to look toward the
hill from which cometh her
help. Her favorite Bible
scripture is Isaiah 40, verse
31:
“But they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as an
eagles; they shall run and
not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint. ”
With the strength she
receives from her relation-

B

B

the years since his assassi
nation.
Teachers have been al
lowed to teach anywhere,
actors have been able to act
and politicians and gener
als have been able to lead
our armies without the stig
ma of racism.
My 6th grade teacher
at Carwise Middle School,
Mr. Hills, is an AfricanAmerican. I enjoyed his
making learning fun by
teaching where Lake Titi
caca was, using his sense
of humor in a teaching
way. I could not imagine
having to drink from a dif
ferent water fountain than
him.
Growing up in Tampa
Bay, Florida, of course, I
grew up as a Bucs fan. To
ny Dungy, an AfricanAmerican head coach, was
on the front page of the
newspaper every week. I
could not imagine having
to stay at a different hotel
than him.

As a golfer, I admire
Tiger Woods as a great role
model. He is the reason I
got into golf. I could not
believe it once was impos
sible that I would be able to
play on the same golf
course as him.
As a big fan of televi
sion, I could not imagine
not watching Bill Cosby
reruns on the television.
Mr. Huckstable was a great
dad. He was a funny man
who lived with his family,
for better or for worse, all
handled in an upbeat way. I
could never imagine taking
a better seat on a bus than
Mr. Cosby.
Thirty plus years ago,
an African-American man
had a dream. His dream
was that all people - Black,
white, yellow, red, short,
tall, fat and skinny - should
live in this world together
and have the same Godgiven rights as one another.
His name was Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

RAYS

The Weekly Challenger Thanks The Above Organizations For Their Support In Publishing These Student's Writings
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WOMAN’S WORLD
Miss America Comes Home! Erika
Harold, Miss America 2003, Revisits
Illinois Hometown During Nationwide
Speaking Tour--------------------------------------CH1CAGO
- Al
though; Erika Harold, Miss
Illinois 2002, and Miss
America 2003, is well
known and respected for
her intellect as a Phi Beta
Kappa graduate of the
University of Illinois and
admittance to Harvard Law
School, by no means does
she neglect her appearance,
as is evidenced by a visit to
her hometown hairstylist,
Leigh Jones at his salon,
Leigh Jones Coiffures in
Chicago.
Jones has been prima
rily responsible for keeping
her hair in excellent condi
tion and beautifully styled
for many years. "Although
Erika’s hair is normally in
good condition, we take
great care to keep it that
way, especially since she
started her grueling sched
ule as Miss America. No
matter how healthy a per
son’s hair is to begin with,
a stressful schedule such as
the one that Erika goes
through every day, can
cause anyone’s hair to have
problems, no matter how
healthy it is to begin with.

Erika Harold, Miss Illinois 2002 and Miss America
2003, with her hometown hairstylist Leigh Jones at
his salon, Leigh Jones Coiffures in Chicago, for
Avion hair conditioning and styling visit during her
nationwide speaking tour.
Adhering to a strict regi
men of hair care and condi
tioning is absolutely cru
cial in helping Erika to
maintain healthy beautiful
hair no matter how strenu
ous her schedule.
"To keep her hair in ex
cellent condition, we prefer
using Avlon products be

cause we trust them. We
find them superior to other
products and safer to use.
For example, we find that
Erika’s hair is in noticeably
better condition with Avlon’s Affirm® FiberGuard™ Relaxer system,
even right after the process,
and Avlon’s KeraCare®

Conditioning line keeps
her hair in excellent shape
on an ongoing basis. And,
if Erika wants a temporary
different shade, I always
use MoisturColor® be
cause the colors are true
colors - reds are red, and
gold is gold, and you can’t
always say the same with
other products."
Leigh Jones is well
equipped to attend to the
hair needs of the current
Miss America since he was
the hair stylist for previous
Miss America contestants
including four Miss Illinois
winners. In addition he is a
world-class stylist whose
celebrity client list includes
television personalities, so
ciety women, career wo
men and homemakers. He
has worked with top fash
ion editors and photogra
phers around the country
and in Paris. He is best de
scribed as an "Individual
Stylist", creating custom
looks for his patrons. His
salon is regularly listed
among the "Ten Best of
Chicago."

Fourteen Voices, One Culture-----New Anthology Includes Celebration Of Afro-Brazilian
Literature
Brazilian literature is
virtually unknown in the
United States despite the
fact that Brazil's population
surpasses even Russia's. In
an attempt to broaden the
scope of international liter
ature, Dr. Elzbieta Szoka
shares views, ideas and
practices between genera
tions as well as personali
ties in Fourteen Female
Voices from Brazil. The
first anthology of its kind,
it introduces Brazilian cul
ture, both past and present,
through interviews, 11
short stories, three plays
and two poetry selections.
Fourteen
Female
Voices from Brazil is a
compilation of interviews
with 14 of the most promi
nent to the most recently

recognized female writers awakening and celebration
working today, including of women writers that have
Afro-Brazilian
women. gone unheard throughout
While most anthologies the years. It affords readers
that incorporate Afro-Bra a glimpse into how differ
zilian writers are exclusive ent societal, professional
to Afro-Brazilians, this col and familial backgrounds
lection represents a range affect a writer's outlook on
of voices, making the com the world. Restrained by 20
pilation more inclusive. years of military repression
Szoka personally inter and prompted by the wo
viewed each author asking men's and feminist move
them the same 10 questions ments, their stories bring to
on topics ranging from a heightened sensitivity to
their childhood, and their injustice and discrimina
thoughts on globalization tion to the forefront of
to the political arena and America's literary con
the tole mysticism plays in scious.
"Many of the stories
their writing. A brief biog
raphy as well as a selection and plays in this volume,"
from each of their works is writes Jean Franco, profes
included with each inter sor Emeritus at Columbia
University, "reflect a deepview.
The anthology is an seated alienation, both

within the family and in re
lation to society as a whole,
and that is often complicat
ed by the profound social
divisions between the mid
dle class and the poor as
well as by racial differ
ences."
Szoka currently resides
in New York City. She is a
full-time faculty member at
Columbia University in the
department of Spanish and
Portuguese. Szoka is the
author of A Semiotic
Approach to Three Plays
by Plinio Marcos and the
editor and translator of
Three Contemporary Bra
zilian Plays.
Fourteen
Female
Voices from Brazil ($45)is
available at bookstores na
tionwide.

Do Siblings Make Good Business
Partners?------------------------------ ------ATLANTA - Two sis
ters from two different
states have merged to form
the online venture - EthnicHomeDecor.com. Eth
nic Home Decor is an on
line retailer of home acces
sories with ethnic themes
and vivid colors.
The company was
founded in 2002 by Yuwanda Black of New York City.
In January 2003, EthnicHomeDecor.com
merged with EthnicArt.net,
an online retailer of art
prints, owned by Cassandra
Black, her sister. Cassandra
resides in Atlanta, GA.
The Center for Wo
men's Business Research*
reported a 31.5% increase
in minority women-owned
firms in the last five years.
Most of these entrepre
neurs start out alone.
Among African-American
women business owners,
that number is nearly three-

quarters (72%).
These siblings both
saw immediate and long
term benefits of joining
forces. Before merging,
they were already doing
co-op advertising to keep
direct mail costs down.
Realizing they were talking
to the same market, accord
ing to Yuwanda, "It just
made sense for us to
merge."
With Cassandra living
in Atlanta and Yuwanda in
New York City, how do
they coordinate logistics?
Both say an online venture
is a big part of smooth
logistics and agree that a
brick-and-mortar
store
would be more of a chal
lenge.
"Logistics can be try
ing sometimes, but because
we are sisters, we inherent
ly know who's better at
what," says Yuwanda, who
handles most of the record

keeping, finances and pur
chasing. "Because we
know each other so well,
we trust the other to move
ahead with decisions in
their area of expertise,"
adds Cassandra.
Cassandra
oversees
product design, which has a
popular line of private label
merchandise
including
mudcloth pillows, chair
jackets, and table acces
sories. Ottomans, towels
and sheet sets are hot ticket
items in the making.
This is not the first
business foreither sister, so
they each entered the ven
ture with strong ideas on
how things should be done.
When their styles clash,
both remember the teach
ings of their deceased
mother.
Recounts Cassandra,
"Growing up, mama insist
ed that we get along. She
reminded us that one day

she would not be here, so it
was important that we leam
how to rely on each other."
Rely on each other they
have. The sisters have had
unparalleled success with
Ethnic Home Decor. Due to
customer demand, they are
working on their first cata
log, due out in April. Visit
EthnicHomeDecor .com
for details on how to re
ceive a copy.
*If you would like
more information on wo
men in business, visit the
Center for Women's Busi
ness Research at womensbusinessresearch.org.
Yuwanda & Cassandra
Black are the owners of
EthnicHomeDecor.com.
Ethnic Home Decor offers
soft home furnishings with
ethnic themes at affordable
prices.

Bob Jeffrey to Discuss 'St. Petersburg
Vision 2020* Plan at Women's Meeting
ST. PETERSBURGBob Jeffrey, City of St.
Petersburg, will speak on
"St. Petersburg Vision
2020: Planning and Policy
for Implementation" at the
March 20 luncheon meet

ing of the St. Petersburg
Women's Chamber of
Commerce.
The group will meet at
noon March 20 at the St.
Petersburg Hilton and
Towers, 333 1st St. S.

Membership is open to
anyone interested in St.
Petersburg and city beauti
fication.
Participants are wel
come to stay and play
bridge following the lunch

eon. Luncheon tickets are
payable at the door. For
price and reservations,
please call Alta Varney at
866-6696.

St. Petersburg Women’s Group Sends
Message to Tallahassee--------- -----------ST. PETERSBURG The Mid-Day Sti Peters
burg Business & Profes
sional Women's (B,PW)
Club passed a resolution
last week "strongly" urging
the Florida governor and
state legislature to restore
full funding to PACE Cen
ter for Girls, Inc., a highsuccess-rate program for
at-risk teenage girls, spon
sored by the Florida De
partment of Juvenile
Justice.
PACE, the BPW reso
lution states, "Is the nation
al model for successfully
addressing the needs of atrisk and delinquent girls."
The cost of PACE per resi
dent is $13,000 per year,
compared with the cost of
average residential pro2
grams (i.e., jail), $43,000
per year.
Success rates for PACE
are also measurably greater
than for average, programs:
91 percent of the girls dem
onstrate improved academ
ic performance; 92 percent
of those who complete the
program remain crime free
after one year, a dramatic
number compare^ with .the

recidivism fate for girls
who have been jailed.
There are 19 PACE
residential centers for girls
throughout Florida. Under
the budget proposed by the
governor, all are slated for
closure.
Kris Self, who tracks
legislative issues affecting
women at both state and
national leyels, introduced
Sally O’Brien Zeh, director
of the Pinellas County
PACE Center. Zeh’s pres
entation of facts and statis

tics on PACE’s operations
and success level around
the state led the BPW
group to approve the reso
lution unanimously.
The PACE Center serv
ing Pinellas County is at
5001 Park Boulevard in
Pinellas Park; phone 727545-6545. The website for
all PACE centers in Florida
is www.pacecenter.org.
BPW/USA is a non
profit, non-sectarian, selfgoverning and membersupported
organization

representing tens of thou
sands of members nation
wide. Its mission is to
achieve equity for all
women in the workplace
through advocacy, infor
mation and education.
Mid-Day St. Peters
burg BPW holds luncheon
meetings the first and third
Thursdays of each month
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at Orange Blossom Ca
tering, 220 4th Street
North, St. Petersburg.

CAN YOU SAY

"FRESH"???

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD
MARKET & REtTAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday . . . Gone Fishin'

SALMON
DINNER
GRILLED WITH
BUTTER A DILL
ONLY $7.99

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY ... FOR OVER 21 YEARS

SI STAS SUPPORT
BREAST HEALTH
Save another woman's life. Host a Sistah Party These get-togethers
give women, the opportunity to discover the power of early
I

breast-cancer detection. St. Anthony’s Health Care, serving the

Africa n-American population for more than 70 years, will support
your Sistah Party.

As a hostess, you need to:

• Invite 5 friends or
rebtives
• Provide a location

• Prepare a snack
• Follow-up with your
guests

To host a Sistah Party, call (727) 825-1056.

StAnthonys
www.stanthonys.corn
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
OCALA
NEWS

by Jim Thorpe

Central Florida Community College Gospel Choir
presents "When The Saints Go To Worship... God Indeed
Answers" Friday February 28, 2003 in the CFCC
Auditorium, Bldg. 4 at 7:00 p.m. - 3001 SW College Road
- For more information call: (352) 854-2322 extension
1721.
*****

GREATER HOPEWELL’S CHILDREN’S CHURCH
MINISTRY
Little Miss Ashley
Nicole Sims, nine (9) year old
daughter of Tina Ratcliff &
Dwayne Hudson was recently
crowned Little Miss "FASHIONETTA" of Eta Tau Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Ashley is a 4th
grader at Marion Charter
School of Silver Springs
Shores. Her siblings are
Rodney, Terrance, Alexis,
Ashley Nicole Sims Tameka and Jasmine. Her ambi
tion is to become a teacher.
Ashley loves her church where she is active in
Children’s Church Ministry, Red Circle Girls, youth choir
and she loves to bake and play with her Barbie Dolls.

Children Church
Administrative Staff Julia
Brown, Minister
Demetrius Franklin and
Vickye Vaughns

Reverend George W.
Lee, Visionary
Religious Leader

LIGHT
OF THE
WORLD
by Rev. Daniel Banks

The Black Virgin

Mt. Zion A.M.E.
BROOKSVILLE
The pastor, officers and
members of Mt. Zion
Mondon Hill, wish to
thank all who attended
church school and worship
service this past Sunday.
As usual, we had a
Spirit-filled service, and
thank God that Rev. Low
ery is recovering from his
recent eye surgery. We're
also thankful that Hilda
Willis was able to attend
church, after being ill for
the past few weeks.
. Church School Supt.,
Calvin Lawson is still urg
ing the parents to bring the
young people to church
school, beginning at 9:15
a.m. If transportation is
needed, please notify Bro.
Lawson or Pastor Lowery.
On Sunday, February
23, the junior church will
be in charge of the worship
service, which starts at
11:00 a.m. Come out and
see our youth in action. A
special program is planned

by Sarah Bennett and
Beulah Lawson, Jr., church
directors, with the Youth
Choir singing under the di
rection of Fairella Cook.
This will be the culmina
tion of Black History
month. Dress casually or
in African-American attire.
Meanwhile, have a
blessed week, beginning
with Bible Study each
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We
hope to see you at church.
Visitors are welcome
at any of our services. If
information is needed, call
the church office at (352)
796-1955 or Rev. Lowery
at (727)866-0126.
When you think of the
little white church on
Mondon Hill, remember
our credo, "Love makes
the difference."
Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church, 8160 W.P.A.
Road, Brooksville, FL
34601, Rev. Marvin Low
ery, Pastor

FAMU College of Pharmacy
Reaches Record Number
of Prescriptions —
The Florida A&M nite need for indigent care
University (FAMU) Coll in Leon County. I am
ege of Pharmacy and Phar thrilled that we have be
maceutical
Sciences, come instrumental in prov
Health Department Phar ing access to this service.
macy reached a record We have been working
number of prescriptions hard and our customers ap
filled in the month of Jan preciate all that we do,
uary alone. The FAMU Glenn said.
The FAMU Health
Health Department Phar
Pharmacy
macy located at 872 West Department
opened
its
doors
approxi
Orange Avenue in the
Leon County Clinic, filled mately 2 years ago and has
more than 1,550 prescrip gain momentum ever
tions and has processed since. Records indicate
over 244 patient assistance that in 2002, the FAMU
applications for indigent Health Department Phar
has
received
patients during January macy
$214,536
worth
of free
2003. In addition, the FA
MU Health Department medications through pa
Pharmacy receives over tient assistance- and has
$20,000 worth of patient filled 13,361 prescriptions
assistant medications from for Leon County residents.
drug manufacturers during The FAMU Health Depart
ment Pharmacy is part of
that month.
Dr. Zandra Glenn, Di the Leon County Board of
rector of the FAMU Health Commissioners Care Net
Department Pharmacy in Health System.
dicated that there is a defi-

While watching a pro- her skin is not Black ex
gram featuring sacred mu perts include her in the
sic from past centuries! fey Black Virgin grouping.
At Budapest; Hungary,
interest was piqued at the
mention of a European in the museum of the
piece that'centered around Church of St. Matthew, one
the Black Virgin! I don’t can find an extremely
remember the language the Black statue of the Madon
piece was written in but I na and Child in gold ves
did Some: research and tures, wearing crowns of
found a wealth of informa gold with the Christ child
holding a great golden ball
tion.
There are reportedly with a cross on top.
Other places where the
450 images of the Black
Madonna or Black Virgin Black Virgin is enshrined
existing around the world. are: Belgium, Croatia, Ec
However, most of them are uador, England, Germany,
in Europe, particularly in Ireland, Italy, Cicily, Lithu
France. They vary in color ania, Luxemburg, Malta,
from coal black to dark Poland, Portugal, Romania
brown to brown. They ap and the USA.
pear as paintings, sculp
tures, icons,and frescoes. I
found many of these im
ages Online and I must say
the vast majority of them
are very stunning beauties !
SW
I suppose my favorite
would be the Lady of So
■
weto, a painting of a jet
MR
black Madonna and Child
in a cylindrical scope.
Shades of blue, pink and
red help make this depic
tion so deeply impression
able.
A wood carving of ex.ceptional .beauty.and -.ex
■
I
tremely intricate detail
Sr-;
(which completely blew
me away) is located in the
<<r
W IB
Abby Church in the Bene
dictines in Switzerland!
SS'
The black Mother and
■B
nl
Bill!
Child, entitled Our Lady of
the Hermits, are Roman
Catholic-esque in style
WE LEARNED A S 0 it f
with huge crowns of gold
and precious Stones atop
their heads. They are en
veloped in exquisite gold
clothing featuring peach
FROM A BALLOON
and orange accents and in
the Virgin’s hand is a large
scepter of gold encrusted
with emeralds, sapphires,
diamonds and more pre
cious stones. Her hair is
neatly pulled back under a
heavy golden veil. Her skin
and facial features are
smashing in a dark hue,
like mahogany. Other
Introducing Wachovia Free Checking
names of this statue are Die
Schwarze Madonna, Ma
donna’ in the Dark Wood,
• FREE Online Banking
• NO monthly service fee
and Our Dear Lady Of Ein♦ NO minimum balance
♦ FREE automated telephone access
siedeln, carved in 1466.
• UNLIMITED access to Wachovia ATMs
• NO direct deposit requirement
Another image of the
• FREE Check Card
♦ UNLIMITED check writing
Black Virgin is also found
in Switzerland at a wayside
shrine. It is ceramic and is
When we say Free Checking, we mean Free Checking. No strings attached. No monthly service fee.
called La Donna della VeriNo direct deposit requirement. And no minimum balance to qualify. Free. And with thousands
ta (the Lady of Truth). It
dates back to the 16th cen
of Wachovia Financial Centers and ATMs from Key West to Connecticut and 24V7 online and
tury.
phone services, no one makes it easier. For value and convenience, make Wachovia your bank.
In Agreda Soria, Spain
in 1469, a shepherd is said
Open a Wachovia Free Checking account today.
to have found the Virgen
Morena (Dark Virgin) in
Visit any Wachovia Financial Center, call 800-478-5966 or go to wachovia.com/free.
the branches of a hawthorn
tree after a vision. I found
46 images of the Black Vir
gin in Spain alone. Two
hundred and seventy have
been found in France.
In Guadalupe, Mexico,
WACHOVIA
in the Cathedral of Nuestra
Uncommon Wisdom
Senora de Guadalupe (Our
Lady of Guadalupe) stands
as a nearly life size figure
of a Black Virgin. Though

(Ji

tt M

Pictured Left to Right: (unknown) Lyndisha Oliver,
Joya Vickers, Tiffany Speed, Avion Council,
Dominic Gainey, Jeremy Vickers, Richard Howard,
Jr., and Carlton Faison; back row: Courtney
Graham, Miriam Weathers, Miracle Howard!
Lakeshia Smith, Darniece Lofton, Dikeria Franklin,
Shari Smith and Juan Council.

FREE

CHECKING

It isn't really free if there
are strings attached

Pictured left to right: Jordan Woods, Quantrell
Lane, Malaika Honor, Rhianna Green, Vatasha
Lowery, Joya Vickers, holding Jyron Gilmore, L. J.
Youmans and John Coleman.

Pictured left to right: Eddie Rocker, Deviontae
Wess, Chekeye Scott, Master Bracey, Jamie
Gilmore, Jr., Tevin Smith, Darrell Franklin, Jr.,
Disheria Franklin, Raven Myhand, Kiria Harrell,
Shavonne Scott, Tremayne Scott, ReVay Woods,
Jevondia Brown, Tiffany Richardson and Terrell
Nunn.
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STATE NEWS
Florida Seniors Can Save Money on Unknown Substance Temporarily
Property Taxes By Filing for
Closes FAMU’s School of Architecture
Homestead Exemptions------------------ Building-------------------------------------------------TALLAHASSEE
Eligible Florida seniors can

save on their 2003 proper
ty-tax bills by applying for
the additional $25,000
homestead
exemption
available in 47 Florida
counties and 119 cities, ac
cording to the Florida De
partments of Revenue and
Elder Affairs. Applications
should be received by Flor
ida property appraisers by
March 1, 2003.
"Florida seniors have
contributed so much to
America
and
Florida
alike," said Governor Jeb
Bush. "This tax exemption
is an effort by state and lo
cal government to recog
nize the important role they
play. I urge eligible Florida
elders to take advantage of
this provision of tax law
created especially for their
benefit."
Under a state constitu
tional amendment adopted
in 1998, Florida cities and
counties may adopt an
additional homestead ex

emption from property tax
for senior citizens in house
holds earning $21,599 or
less per year, excluding So
cial Security payments.
The exemptions allow eli
gible elders to exclude ad
ditional value of their resi
dences from property tax.
To be eligible for the
exemption, the homeowner
must be at least 65 years of
age.
As of February 2003,
47 Florida counties and 119
cities have adopted the sen
ior citizen homestead ex
emptions, in amounts rang
ing from $5,000 to
$25,000. Even if seniors
received the homestead ex
emption last year, they
should submit an applica
tion form to their local
property appraiser by
March 1. Elders must also
verify that their income
meets eligibility require
ments, either through sub
mission of income-tax in
formation or by filling out
a special form available

from the property apprais
ers. First-time applicants
can submit an application
for the exemption and fol
low up with income-tax
data if that information is
not available at the time of
filing.
For information about
your local property ap
praiser's office, please con
sult the Blue Pages (Gov
ernment Listings) of your
local telephone directory,
or visit the Florida De
partment of Revenue In
ternet site at www.myflor
ida.com/dor/. Look for the
"Property" tab on the green
navigational linkbar across
the top of the DOR Internet
homepage. Applications
for senior homestead ex
emptions are not directly
available from the Depart
ment of Revenue.
lf elders need assis
tance in obtaining the ex
emption application form,
they should call the Elder
Helpline at 1-800-96-ELDER (1-800-963-5337) or

visit the Florida Depart
ment of Elder Affairs Inter
net site at www.myflorida.com/doea/.
The seniors' homestead
exemption is in addition to
any other property tax ex
emptions, including the
regular $25,000 homestead
exemption available to all
Florida residents. Under
Florida law, regular home
stead exemptions are auto
matically renewed every
year unless taxpayers send
in a postcard-size tax form
indicating that they are no
longer eligible for the regu
lar homestead property tax
exemption.
However, unlike the
regular homestead exemp
tion, eligible elder homeowners must complete an
application for the senior
citizen homestead exemp
tion every year anjl send it
to their county property
appraiser's office.

African-American Businessman Appointed
to State Housing Commission —-----------TALLAHASSEE
Florida Governor Jeb Bush
recently appointed Tampa
Businessman Paul Edward
Curtis as a Commissioner
on the Florida Affordable
Housing Commission. The
Florida Affordable Hous
ing Commission recom
mends improvements to
public policy to stimulate
community development,
revitalization and to pro
mote the production, pres
ervation and maintenance
of safe, decent and afford
able housing for all Florid
ians.
Curtis, 47 a decorated
Vietnam Era Veteran, is a
State Certified Class "A"
General Contractor and
licensed Realtor in Florida.
He is also President and
Chief Executive Officer of
Curtoom Companies, Inc. a
recognized construction,
engineering and real estate
services firm with opera
tions in Tampa, West Palm
Beach and Ft. Lauderdale.
Recently, Tampa Bay Busi
ness Journal ranked Cutoom as #11 in the Book of
List annual sales survey of
Tampa Bay based Minori
ty-Owned Businesses. Cur
toom reported contracts of
$9.1 million in 2002.
Curtis said, "I am de
lighted Governor Bush has
entrusted me with such an
important statewide re
sponsibility. I plan to use
my over 20 years experi
ence in the construction
and real estate industry to
suggest progressive ways
to assist Floridians in need
with the housing issues of
the future." Curtis went on
to say, "Florida’s quality of
life appeals to growing
families, retiree’s and ev
eryone in between. I pre
dict this will continue to
make Florida a most attrac
tive place to live and work.
Nowhere else will housing
be in such demand. I m
proud I have been asked to
use my experiences to help

Award by the FAMU Colege of Engineering Sci
ences & Technology 1994.
He received the Alumni
Contractor Award from the
new Florida Minority Con
tractor Hall of Fame estab

develop ideas on such an
important matter."
Curtis, a Florida A &
M University alumnus,
earned the Bachelor of Ci
vil Engineering Technolo
gy and graduated from La
Salle University with a
Master of Business Admin
istration degree. Curtis was
recipient of the Alumni
Leadership Recognition

lished at FAMU last year.
Paul Curtis has served on
the Industrial Advisory
Committee in the College
of Engineering Sciences &
Technology since 1989.
Curtis formerly served
on the Florida Worker’s
Compensation
Review
Board, the U.S. Small
Business Administration
8(a) Contractor Task Force,
the Surety Association of
America Minority Busi
ness Advisory Committee
and the Transportation Re
search Board DBE Liaison

Committee. He also served
on the national board of the
National Association of
Minority Contractors in
Washington, D.C.
Curtis, who holds more
State of Florida certified
contractor licenses than
any other African-Ameri
can in Florida, is the cur
rent Legislative & Busi
ness Development Chair
man for the National Socity of Black Engineers
(NSBE) Greater Tampa
Bay (NSBE-Tampa Bay)
which hosted the 2nd An
nual Black Family Tech
nology Awareness Week
Campaign held at locations
throughout the Greater
Tampa Bay area. For more
info, go to www.tampansbe.org.

TALLAHASSEE-Of
ficials at Florida A&M
University (FAMU) tem
porarily evacuated and
closed the School of Archi
tecture early Wednesday
after employees discovered
an unknown substance
splattered throughout the
building.
At about 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday, a university
employee notified the FA
MU Police Department
that a "clear, oily material
had been poured through
out the place." Officials

from the FAMU Police De
partment, the Tallahassee
Fire Department, the Talla
hassee Police Department,
the Florida Department of
Health, the FAMU Depart
ment of Environmental
Health and Safety, and the
HAZMAT (Hazardous Ma
terials) team responded to
the scene.
"At the very least, what
we have on our hands is an
act of vandalism," said LaNedra Carroll, director of
Public Affairs at FAMU.
"Given the heightened state

of alert throughout the na
tion at this time, we must
consider anything unusual
or suspicious to be a seri
ous matter. Things that we
might consider minor, we
must investigate fully until
there is no room for doubt
when it comes to the safety
and security of those on the
FAMU campus."
Carroll said the inci
dent appeared to have oc
curred sometime between
late Tuesday evening and
early Wednesday morning.
Maintenance
workers

On February 17, 1938, Mary Frances Berry, whO wOuld becOme
the first WOman tO serve as a chancellOr Of a mapr research uni

versity, was bOrn in Nashville, Tenn.

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGN!

Tcm/ Can Find These Products At These Locations:

■Carla's Hair Affair

Za-Lavar's

Total PerfectiOn

321-6802

321-1930

TODAYS Hair
323-9445

321-5545

Center Stage Unisex Salon

L'ORkel's Hair DeslGN

327-4074

I|ngei.a's Hair Safari

327-3354

A Precious Touch
321- 8146

|
I

1

32 3-4840

C & C

Robert's Hair Salon'

Hair Design

866-7070

447-3090

SALUTES
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
h.ou.2003

URBAN EVERYDAY HEROES

Fontana, California
Barrow is a mentor on a mission.

She has worked for Greenpeace

[California-based Women of

Kotor in America. Called "another

p tomorrow's fierce women. Her
organization works to provide
a new generation of women with

the toots they’ll need to succeed
in the adult world.

Denver, Colorado

I

Youth Foundation, training youth of j
color for careers in journalism. The
program has mentored 60 youths,
three of whom have received Scribes
Fhi Excellence student awards from
the Colorado Association of Black
Journalists. Instead of complaining about
the media’s tack of diversity, Harris-Diaw
prepares youth of color to succeed against the
challenges they'll face.

St. Louis, Missouri
Stanley P. Newsome once bought an old gas station to

house shoeshine workers who didn’t have spaces ot
■ their own in which to ply their trade. He did it because
I of his deep humanitarian impulses and from a desire to
| empower other workers to conquer the challenges they
might encounter. Once named the Most Outstanding

Employee by the State ot Missouri, the retired tire chiefs
list of community accomplishments includes founding one

of the first Black firefighter organizations in the country.

• They file FIVE times more workers’ compensation insurance

claims.

Don’t let substance abuse rob your business.

people, urging them to acknowledge
their own ability to shape their
surroundings and take charge of their future.

As the publisher of the t/rtian
| Spectrum newspaper, Harris-Diaw
seeks to make the media a more
(inclusive world. She’s the founder of
'the Denver-based Urban Spectrum

• They have nearly FOUR times more accidents at work.

drum major for justice,” her efforts

have served as a wake-up call to young

Employees who use drugs and alcohol cost
employers $100 billion each year.

• They miss THREE times more work than non-using employees.

and leads the Youth Task Force,
lone of the oldest human rights

Iorganizations founded by youth of

! today's promising girts into

Foundation, Inc.

Atlanta, Georgia
Angela Brown is at the forefront of
the environmental justice movement.

Through her Newport Beach,

I her commitment to turning

AMERICA

Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

Burger
King

I Excellence, she has redoubled

Are drugs and alcohol
robbing your business
Drug Free uijn<io

found
the
substance
splashed against walls and
chalkboards and poured
onto stairways and en
trances of the building, lo
cated on Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard.
As of the Weekly Chal
lenger’s deadline, FAMU
officials were awaiting test
results that would deter
mine the makeup of the
substance, Carroll said.
The investigation is contin
uing.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Although her experiences have run
the gamut from military work to
police investigative work, it is
Elliott's dedication to community
service that truly informs
everything she's done. Elliott
founded Gwen 's Girls, an
’ empowerment agency that teaches
young women ages 6-18 to be goaldirected and self-sufficient. Elliott
believes that this mindset will enable
P these young women to break through
whatever barriers might stand between
them and their goals.

t
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Prayer Tower COGIC
Supt. Elder Clarence
Welch and the entire
Prayer Tower family wel
come you with open arms
to fellowship with us at
any time. We invite you to
share with us at any of our
spirited services, where we
fully believe in lifting up
the name of the Lord!
"For there is not a just
man upon the earth that
doeth good and sinneth
not." (Ecclesiastes 7:20)
Mission Itinerary:
On February 22, the
Mother's Board will meet
at the church, and the Bar
tow District Meeting will
convene in Gordonville.
On February 23, at
4:00 p.m., the church will
have its Black History Pro
gram. The rehearsal dates

and times are as follows:
Tuesday, February 18,
6:30-7:30 p.m., Friday.
February 21, 7:00-8:30
p.m., and Saturday, the
22nd, 10:30 a.m. - Noon.
Everyone is invited. Also,
don't forget about the
Dual's Day Assessments,
members!! All members
interested in joining the In
spirational Choir, please
contact Sis. Janice WelchWatson.
We ask your continual
prayers for our nation,
world leaders, sick and
shut-in members and saints
of God everywhere! Pray
without ceasing.
Prayer Tower COGIC,
1137 37th Street So. St.
Petersburg, FL., 33711,
727-321-0670.

Good Samaritan
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

Moore's Chapel AME Church
from various churches of
the city will be program
participants, also our
Young People's Depart
ment, under the direction
of Mrs. Genorice White,
will be sending some of
the members to attend out
annual Black Heritage
Weekend, Saturday, Febru
ary 22, in Lakeland, FL.
We are praying for a victo
rious weekend and hope
they bring back many tro
phies from their participa
tion in the events.
Sunday, February 16,
was a very successful
Youth Day. Our Youth
were glowing and growing
in and for the Lord. Their
talents were on display and
parents, members and
friends were really pleased
to see such a wonderful
array of youth on parade.
To God be the Glory. Min
ister James gave a histori
cal and biblical Black her
itage message at our 11:00

"Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord,
and the people whom he
hath chosen for his own in
heritance." (Psalm 33:12)
Moore's Chapel AME
Church officers and mem
bers, along with our dyna
mic Pastor, James T.
Blount, cordially invite
you to worship with us.
Our doors are always
opened wide on the hinges
of Christian welcome,
"Where the Word is chang
ing lives."
Sunday, February 23,
is our annual observance
of Men's Day. There will
not be a 7:45 a.m. service.
Sunday School will begin
at 9:15 a.m. Worship ser
vice begins at 11:00 a.m.
Our speaker will be the
Rev. Ricky Wiggs of Hurst
Chapel AME Church of
Sarasota. We are looking
for a very spirit-filled and
financially sound day.
Lucius Bryant- Chair
man, Issac Grant, Kenneth
Melvin and Edgar White,
Sr., co-chairmen. Men

a.m. service. We thank him
and his members for wor
shiping with us.
Rev. Dr. Zachary Hud
son and congregation of
ReBirth Missionary Bap
tist Church of Tampa came
at 4:00 p.m. and rendered
service with us. We were
spiritually, musically and
financially blessed by their
presence. Our thanks to
them for sharing in this
service with us.
Dates to remember:
Tutoring - Monday &
Thursday - 6:00-8:00 p.m.Fellowship Hall (Annex)
Noon Day Prayer Wednesday - 12:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall (Annex)
Bible Study - Wednes
day - 7:00 p.m. - Topic:
"Journey into Faith"
Winter Revival - Feb
ruary 24-26 - 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited - Rev.
Ricky Wiggs is the evan
gelist.

New Covenant Baptist Church
3850 Pompano Drive SE, Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636

Pastor, Joseph Bobby Reid

PRAYER
HELPS

Prayer/Praise Service ... 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study.....................8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ... 10:00 a.m.

iThi'R»v7L«rrin9IT0*tn*tl

Pleasant Grove M.B. Church
Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you to
worship with them on Sun
day, February 23.
The Gospel Chorus
will render Song Service,
and the Adult Male Usher
Board will serve in the 7:00
a.m. Early Morning Wor
ship Service.
Sunday School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with Superin
tendent Deacon Philip Car
ter presiding.
Race Relations Day
will be observed in the
10:50 a.m. Mid-Morning
Worship Service. The
Youth Praise Team and
Choir will render Song Ser
vice, and the Youth Usher
Board will serve. The Rev.
Fred Cooley, Pastor of the
Friendship Baptist Church
of Pinellas Park, will be our
speaker.
Also, at 4:00 p.m., the
Hospitality Ministry invites
you to our annual installa
tion of officers, Mary
Greene, President.
On Friday, February
21, the Bible Drill Team
will rehearse with Com
mander Deacon Jim Andersoft.

GOD
BLESS
US

Pastor

I'he congregation would like to invite you and your
family to worship with us. Come as you are!

lpjtlaiteljjJjta (£ammitmtU Ctjurclj
The Reoerend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

Sunday Service
................ ........ • ••••8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ...................... 7:00 P.M.

2335 - 22nd Avenue South

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg,

“llje Cl?urcl} of Love, Bealiqg apd Sestoratioq”

FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
DeaqQij. Ministry
h>
Finance Ministry . ... . .
Children & Youth Ministry
CLerk Ministry

* Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Jforvard
CaU: 727 895-5239

Bssnrt Siard Nesbitt

Haron Sherrod and Kather
yn Monroe.
Pastor Gordon ex
presses his personal thanks
to Rev. Gordon Curry,
Mass Choir, Gospel Cho
rus, Usher Board #3 and all
others for a Spiritual serv
ice at the Galilee M.B.
Church last Sunday.
Pleasant Grove spon
sors a seven-day Caribbean
cruise from May 25-June 1
and a land-lovers bus tour
to New York City and the
Pocono Mountains from
July 11-17. Please contact
Kay Curry at (727) 8642937 after 7:00 p.m. for de
tails.
Our condolences go
out to the family of the late
Elnora Lane.
Let us keep all sick and
shut-ins in continuous
prayer.
Thought for the week:
“In everything give thanks;
for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” (I
Thessalonians 5:18).
May His peace be wife
you till we meet again.
“Sing a song full of the
faith that the dark past has
taught us. ”

The Youth Choir will
rehearse on Saturday, Feb
ruary 22, from 1:30-3:15
p.m. We are asking parents
to please bring and encour
age your child/children to
attend. Parents will be noti
fied if there are any
changes, Tempie Ethe
ridge, Supervisor,
Also, at 3:00 p.m., the
Youth Usher Board will
meet with their Directors,
Henry and Julia Watkins.
Likewise, parents - please
encourage your children to
attend.
The Church and Pas
tor’s Banquet will be held
on Saturday, March 1, at
the Wildwood Community
Center at 6:00 p.m. Don’t
forget to purchase your
tickets from any of the fol
lowing committee persons:
Julia Watkins, Melissa Col
lins, Thelma Ferguson,
Sonya Sherrod, Carolyn
Dandridge, Barbara Wal
ker, Jackie Small, Mary La
mar and Allie Kimble.
Visiting churches will
be published next week.
Please see church bulletin
for more information. An
niversary Chairpersons are
Deacons Timothy Jackson,

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838
The members would like to invite m
you and your family to worship with kZ
I
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
mb
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
f
*
Sunday SchooI
10:00am
K-kj:
jM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm
| jWKWjfl

HYH

■MR WQMH
**

Pastpr: Elder B.O. Walter

.............. Jans ftfctan

. . . . . Joye Rbinsn
Wyvonnia McGee

10th Street Church Of God

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School.....................................................

A ‘Woman After
(jod’s
Own Jieart...

Spiritually Connected

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

CaUfor Troyers &
‘Testimonies

4000 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Morning Worship

.......................................

9:30a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study

7:15p.m.

............................................

Evening Worship (1st & 3rd Sunday)............ 6:00 p.m.

(727) 327-0789

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

Greater Gt. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Food Bank Open Wednesday - 9:30 AM -1:00 PM FREE BREAD

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship ... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting

Sunday School

Rev. Clyde Williams

We welcome you at all times.

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church

Bible Study Wednesday - 7:00 PM

•JL

IimIto* *

IS.
Rev. Alfonso Bush

1

.

rUtEWFE: Looking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward
Sunday Morning Services

Sunday School ............... . .9:30‘am
Morning Worship............................. 11:00 am
Youth Bible Study .-...■.................... Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service Wed. 7:00 pm

Rev. Curtiss L. Long, Pastor

1,

Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

First Baptist Institutional Church

Schedule of Services
Church School. . ..................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...........11 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .........5 p.m.
Evening Worship ..........6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday ..................».7 p.m.

3144 Third Avenue south
St. Petersburg, FL

Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

Phone: 323-7518
Rev. Wayne

Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (TUesday) 6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.

Free Methodist Chureh

Mid-Week Prayer Services Wednesday -11:00 AM -12:00 AM

3501 37th. SL So. • SL Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Mew Faith

Sunday Worship Services -11:00 AM

G.

Thompson, Pastor

- 9:30 a.m.
Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School

Morning

Come Worship With
First Baptist Family

weefcffrom church maizes one weahC

the

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend"

Rev. Brian K. Brown

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER
____

“...let the one that Is thirsty come.”
For more infor
mation, contact
Pastor Jerome
& Pastor Kisha
Jordan at
727-327-2849 or
Fax: 866-1896

(Revelation 22:17)

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study, Tues, 7-8 P.M.

527 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
www.waterofHfechristianchurch.org

V/
’X

309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1 741

Bishop Ronald Moten, Pastor
Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor
Bishop Ronald Moten anJ tke Wings of Faitk Ck
like to extend to you a personal invitation to wors

ormni
Praye r/Fasting
Intercessory Prayer

lutcJ

r

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

B

"We’re Busy as Bees SuZ Sweet As Honey"
wouJ

.unni

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School ........... 9:00 A.M.
Rev. Roosevelt Hardy New Member Class ....... 9:00 A.M.
Pastor
Morning Worship .........10:30 A.M.
L
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Friendship M.B. Church
Tko C_I
__ j .•
.Mis
.. 
The
Friendship
sionary Baptist Church
family, under the leader
ship of Pastor John A. Ev
ans, Sr., extends to you a
warm invitation to join us
in Sunday worship this
Sunday and to all churchrelated
activities
and
events during the week.
Services begin at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacons
Ministry leading the Devo
tion. The Angelic and Teen
Choirs will render the Song
Service, the Ushers will
greet you and Pastor Evans
will preach the unadul
terated Word of God.
Church School begins
at 9:30 a.m. with the Super
intendent in charge. A sec
ond service is held at 10:45
a.m. opening with Minister
of Music John Frazier and
the Praise Team.
February is Black His
tory Month:
Today at 4:00 p.m., let
us plan to share with our
Youth Ministry as we com
memorate our “Freedom
Celebration”.
American heartbreak: I

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Education Activist at New
Baptist Church---------Philadelphia-----------------------

am the American heart
break - rock on which free
The Mt. Zion SAFE
Mt. Zion Before & Aft
dom stumps its toe, the
(Substance
Abuse
Freedom
er
Care
program for ages 5great mistake that James
Education)
Ministry
pres

13
is
now
accepting appli
town made long ago.
ents two faith-based educa cations. We offer pick up
(Langston Hughes).
tional programs: Recovery and drop off to school each
Schedule of events:
Concepts
and Christ Cen morning and afternoon,
Thursday, February 27
early pick up on half days,
- 7:00-8:45 p.m., Prayer/- tered Recovery.
These
classes
will
and all day care most
Praise Service, Bible Stu
empower
all
persons
in
school holidays. For before
dy; also, Youth Enrichment
church
leadership
lay
per

and aftercare rates, call Jan
Hour.
sons
and
those
who
have
a
Smith,
Monday-Friday,
Friday, February 28 7:00 p.m., Church Confer concern to heal our com 9:00 am - 5:00 p.m., ext.
munity. You will acquire a 402. Hours are 7:00 a.m.ence.
Wednesday, February working knowledge of the 8:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.26 - Noonday Bible Study; addiction and recovery 3:30 p.m.
The Reading Enhance
also each Wednesday from process. This course will
12 noon-2 p.m., Bread of assist with the ability of ment Program is accepting
Life Ministry serving lunch family and friends to help applications for children/to all needy in the com those suffering from the students that are interested
hardships of drugs and al in the program as well as
munity.
Let us continue to pray cohol abuse. Classes will preparing grades 3rd - 8th
for all sick and shut-in be on Thursday nights at for FCAT. Teachers and
members. A visit can mean 7:00 p.m. and 8:15 p.m.. volunteers are also needed
so much to lift the spirit All classes are held in the to assist in areas such as
monitoring, one-on-one
when illness keeps us con Genesis building.
For
more
information
teaching, picking up sup
fined in our homes or any
contact A. J. Murphy, (727) plies and kitchen help.
medical facility.
Classes meet every TuesOther church news can 866-1297.
be found in the bulletin
that’s passed but each
All Nations Church of
Sunday.
God By Faith

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church

Sunday School......... ....A..,.9:30

day and Thursday 6:00
p.m. - 8:00 p.m.in the
Kings Kids Building.
Updated pckup info:
The church van will be
happy to give you a ride.
We pick up Sunday
through Thursday. Please
try to notify us one day in
advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office, 8944311 ext. 801. For emer
gency pick up ONLY, call
Coa-Coa Rivers at 5500396, Deacon William
Harris, 821-0041 or Peter
Smith, 895-9261. We are in
need of van drivers.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. SOuth, St.
Petersburg, Fl. 33712,
(727) 894-4311 or Fax 8221591, Email: mzpmbc@
gte.net, Rev. Louis M.
Murphy Sr., Pastor.

GIVE GO©
WHAT’S
SIGHT, WOT

a.m.

Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.

■

J

Morning Worship........................................ n a.m.
Night Worship............. ■...............
. 7 pm
Tuesday. Bible Class.
'............... .. .
.8
p.m,
,
■ Triday Tarry Service....
8fj.m

WHAT’S

LETT!

Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.

Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

Prayer Tower Church 0£ God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St.
Pete, FL

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship . ........................................... 7:45 a.m.
Sunday School ...................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship.....................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . ................................... 5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship................ Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Sunday School 10 a.m.

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, EL 33711 • (813) 328-9412
Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Morning Worship........... .. 11:00 a.m.

Morning Glory

The. church where everyone is welcome & the Spirit of Christ hives.

St Joseph Church
2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St Petersburg

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
I
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Sunday

Sunday School
Morning Worship

O
W
s

7pm

Pentecostal Tcrpplc Cljurcl? of God ip Christ

Sunday School. . . . ......9:30 a.m.

CENTER

Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

........................ 6:30pm

Join us as we [ift up the. name ofJesus

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L. Warren, Pastor

service

scene was set. God is able.
It is time to know who you
are in Christ Jesus and the
Holy Ghost power carried
over into Friday night’s
service with a message,
“It’s only a test, with a tes
timony when it is over”.
God never puts more
on us than we can handle.
Saturday and Sunday were
blessed with songs of
praise and worship from
various groups.
We give thanks to all
those that partook in this
week’s event. We pray
God’s blessings upon you
from the hearts of J. and J.
Williams.

Sunday Services:
Church School.............................................................................................................................
9am
Praise & Worship Services..................... ..... . ................................................ 10:30am
Tuesday Services:
,'-;r~ „

Prayer Service . . . . ............. .. . . .

Night Services 7:30 p.m.

GRACE

ing with milk and honey.
The milk being the Word of
God and the honey being
the wisdom. We need to
believe it! Receive it! And
possess it! For Satan has
already been defeated!
This Sunday evening
brought a close to the Revi
val and Anniversary cele
bration for Evangelist
Small and the Disciples,
our very own R. Wells pre
siding.
Wednesday we were
instructed to get ready for
the bridegroom is coming.
Are we ready to answer the
call? He is coming for a
church without a spot or
wrinkle.
On Thursday night the

Bible Study........................................................................................................................................

Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday

E
L
L

We thank the Lord for
yet another Sunday to
praise His holy name. Spi
rits were high as always as
the testimonies flowed over
the congregation.
We heard how our
money would last and in
crease by being faithful in
giving our tithes and offer
ings. Another told us to get
that by faith,knowing that
whatever you need, Jesus
said, “just come by faith”
and truly the Lord blessed
and made a way.
The Word came forth
through our own Elder V.
Robinson, encouraging us
to stand on God’s promises
and possess our land (Exo
dus 3:7). Our land is flow

(727) 896-5228

Morning Service 11:30 a.m.

F

All Nations Church of God by Faith

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

To culminate AfricanA “soul food” repast given to improve attitudes
American history obser will be served immediately in the family of God.
vance at New Philadelphia, at conclusion of worship. Several altitudinal changes
several activities will take Members will bring “cov from scripture personali
place on Sunday. Attire for ered dishes” of favorite ties, and anecdotes past and
mid-morning worship will foods from our cultural present served to embellish
be clothes of “yesteryears.” heritage. Public and friends his exhortation.
A prize will be given most are invited to attend. There
Historical sketches of
original dress depicting is no charge for this event, O.B. McLin, Dr. Fred Al
black historical wear from and no offering will be sup, and Judge James
the past.
taken.
Sanderlin, were given by
Speaker for morning
Christian commenda Brandi Williams, Rachel
will be James Oliver, a tions are conveyed to the Cato and Jerold Robinson.
retired educator/activist for Reverend Aaron Gaskin for Senita Robinson presented
children/youth. Mr. Oliver the challenging exhortation a personal essay on why
will conclude a presenta offered during Children/- African-American history
tion commenced on Dr. Youth Emphasis on Sun transcends a month-long
Martin Luther King Sun day. From a sermon enti celebration.
day. Members are urged to tled, “Straight A’s,” a con
be prompt for this service.
gregational challenge was

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is 'Wehome!

YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday

Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:3,0 p.m.

5:45 a.m.

'ST church wording togetherfor the upbuilding of Ifod’s kingdom”

With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Islamic Services

ELIM Seventh-Day
Adventist Church
801 - 6th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-5246 / 823-1619

SATURDAYS
Sabbath School: 9 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.
Qur’anic Study - Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Traveler’s Rest
Missionary Baptist
Church

Taleem -12:00 p.m.

Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327 - 8483

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School.............. 9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM
ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.)

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

2900 - 34th Street South
St Petersburg
FL 33711
(727) 867-4600/888-447-PRAY
§(7729)
• Fax (727) 867-4662

Website- www.breakthroughcc.com • E-mail: pastor@breakthroughcc.com
Sunday Services:

Friendship

Power Breakthrough Service @ 11 00 am
A Night of Prophesy @ 6:00 pm
TUesday Services:

Missionary Baptist
-31st Street South
stersburg, FL 33712
27) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans
7:45 AM and
LI AM Worship
School 9:30 AM
day
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
iy
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

13

“Word Explosion” @ 7:30 pm
Friday Services:

955 - 20th Street South

“Miracle Service” @ 7:30 pm

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

RADIO MINISTRY:
WRXB-1590 Saturdays - 5-10am
(Prophet Glenn Miller’s Gospel)

Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org

WRXB-1590 Sundays 9:30-10:00 am
WINB-13570 KHZ - Wednesdays 44:30pm
(Shockwave Radio)

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

“PROPHETIC EIRE IS FALLING”
Come As You Are - No Dress Code

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

“Breaking Through the Barriers of Impossibilities'*

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Tbpe Ministry/Dynamic Braise & Worship

Prayer 30 Minutes Before Every Service

PASTOR/PROPHET
GLENN MILLER

14

REUGIOU^EWScontinues
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Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

Travelers’ Rest Missionary Baptist

The Mt. Zion AME
Church family, under the
leadership of Pastor Clar
ence A. Williams, cordially
invites you to join us in
worship this 4th Sunday
and any time in the future
at 7:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.
service.
The Praise Team will
set the tone. The Youth
Choir will render praise in
song throughout the day.
Church School begins

“He knows our frame;
He remembers that we are
dust." (Psalm 103:14).
Welcome one and all to
Travelers’ Rest.
“Why Me, Lord”, a
Black History play directed
by Minister Betty Andrews
and Joyce Wright, will be
presented on Sunday,
February 23, at 5:00 p.m.
After this production, an
old-fashioned soul food
feast will be served. Mem
bers and friends are cor
dially invited to please at
tend.
Worship times:
8:00 a.m., Contempo
rary Worship.
9:30 a.m., Sunday
School.
11:00 a.m., Traditional
Service with the Youth De
partment in charge.
Members are asked to
please support the upcom
ing events being sponsored
by the church and the
Christian Education Minis
try.
• Strawberry Festival.
• Word of Life Gospel
Production, “The Passion
Play”.
• Christian Education
Fun Day, March 23.
• Holy Land, Orlando.
FL.
Dates arid time's of

at 9:30 a.m. with the Super
intendent presiding.
Come and join us as we
lift high the name of Jesus.
Our Vintage Adult Bi
ble Ministry (55 and over)
invites one and all to visit
with us each Wednesday
from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
for Bible Study and a nour
ishing meal.
In need of a mid-week
lift? Then, Mt. Zion is the
place. Each Wednesday

night from 7:00-8:00 p.m.,
Weekly activities:
we experience the awe
Monday - Bible Study,
some power of the Holy 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Ghost at our “Hour of
Wednesday - Vintage
Power” worship. Songs of Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.praise, testimonies and the 12:30 p.m.; Men’s Bible
Word are provided. Come Study, 6:00 p.m.; Hour of
join us as we lift high the Power Praike Service, 7:00name of Jesus. We are hav 8:00 p.m.
ing a Hallelujah good time.
“Let us continue to.
Come as you are and be pray for one another. ” Be
blessed.
blessed and have a JesusMake plans to join us filled week.
for this glorious day.

St. Mark A.M.E. Church
O sing unto the Lord a
new song!
The members and
friends of St. Mark are still
on a spiritual high after last
Sunday’s services. The
11:00 a.m. worship service
that was led by the Young
Peoples Division, will be
remembered. The YPD's
celebrated its 2nd Annual
Angel Unawares program,
The following persons
were recognized by our
youth or other members of
the church: Andrida Hosey, Angeal Givens, Latashia Donald, Karen Irby,
Carolyn Wright, Sophia
Forte', Ponell Drayton,
Kimberly Drayton, Keisha

Pittman, Margie Senior, Wayne Wilson and his con
Rose Thomas, Jennifer gregation from United
Howard-Black and Annie Community Church of the
Baker.
City. Rev. Wilson's mes
Roosevelt Powell and sage from Matthew 5:14Elbert Crumb were also 18, reminded us that "We
recognized. Young people are the Light of the World."
Quentin Barnes and Kara Soul stirring song service
Irby were also recognized. was rendered by Rev.
The church as a whole rec Gregory Davis and other
ognized Hungry Howies members of United Com
and Subway at Bay Village munity Church.
Plaza. Young John Threats
Please plan to join St.
of
Ebenezer
Baptist Mark this week as they cul
Church, Tampa, had every minated their 14th Church
one standing on their feet Anniversary. The Preacher
as he proclaimed that "God for the 11:00 a.m. worship,
will Give you Peace" from service is the Rev. Jerome
Ephesians the 2nd chapter.
L. Denmark, the Presiding
The 4:00 p.m. worship Elder of the St. Petersburg
service was led by the Rev; District as well as the orig

inator of §t. Mark, an up
and coming church in the
St. Petersburg district.
The 4:00 p.m. service will
be rendered by Rev. Her
bert Hollingsworth and the
Mt. Moriah AME Church
family of Tarpon Springs
Florida. The songfest this
hour will be rendered by
the Mt. Moriah Mass Choir
under the direction of the
pastor's wife, Sis. Susie
Hollingsworth. Dinner will
be served after both ser
vices.
The Lord is Good and
Worthy to be PRAISED!

events are forthcoming.
The congregation is re
minded to please complete
and return the survey on the
59th Church Anniversary
excursion.
Weekly activities:
Thursday, February 20
- 11:00 a.m., Mid-Day Bi
ble Study; 7:00 p.m., Kon
sonant Choir rehearsal.
Friday, February 21 5:30 p.m., Praise Team re

“ 77re Church Where The Anointing Makes

The Difference ”
Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.
Cultural Arts Programs After School

2611 5th. S. • St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210
Pastor’s office: (727) 895-9591
Rev; Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Mon,, Wed,, Friday - 6.00pm - S-OOpm
Free Registration
For more information. contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
at: (727) 821-9472

jgMk _2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
....................................7:00 a.m.
Early Morning Worship.
....................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday School.................
..................................10:50 a.m.
Morning Worship............
....................................4:30 p.m.
Baptist Training Union................ 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Communion ......................
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays............................................'..................7:30 p.m.

Rev. Joseph Gordon

1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
*20 (7WThe Qfory”

Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

St. John Missionary (Baptist Church
1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor
Sunday Services

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

ministry provided for all services • Your presence is we

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist ««
‘’Episcopal^ Church

Harvest Revival

I

Sept. 28th, 2002 @ 7:30 PM ■

‘

Saturday services @ 2:30 PM

House Of God, PGT
930 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bishop James W. Paschal
and wife, Lavern

For additional information, call 550-2521 or 866-0643
Pastor - Bishop James W. Paschal
Guest Evangelist - Evangelist Irene Crawford of Cincinnati, OH

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South,

&

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

jj
■

Clifford F. Cannedy. Sr Pastor
(8131 822-2455

Churcl School
9:30 a.m
Morn ng Worship 11:00 a.m
B.TU
500pm
Evening Worship . 6:00 p.m
Tuesday Evening

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal
......... 5:30 p m.

7 30 p in

Choir Rehearsal... 11:00 a m.

gbit- Class

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study........... 7:30 p.m
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR

Queen Street
Church Ot God In Christ

Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible'Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
The church where everybody is somebody and Christ is a(L

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
930 - 18th Street South
st. Petersburg, Florida
Morning Worshi....................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship............................................................ 11:OO a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed.............
.......7:00 p.m.
Elder: Tony Smith

Transportation to Church: 727-743-3993 or 727-798-4430
Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

LIGHTHOUSE CATHEDRAL OF FAITH
309 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone:- 727-823-5750
Fax: 727-821-9000

Archbishop Willie Bolden, D.D., D.D.
Pastor Glenda Bolden, PH.D., D.D.
Delores Ross, Resident Pastor

Willie & Glenda
Bolden

Sunday Morning Prayer.................................................................... ...8:00 AM
Sunday School...........................................................................8:15 AM
Sunday Worship Service............................................................9:00 AM
Intercessory Prayer - Wednesday....................................................... 6:30 PM
Bible Study - Wednesday...........................................................7:30 PM
Intercessory Prayor - Saturday............................................................ 6:00 PM
“Arise shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.” (Isaiah 60:1)

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus"

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL

Home: 896-8006

Sunday Service . .......................
8:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................. .........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..............................................................11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training. Union .........................5:00 p.m.

9:00 AM............. .................... Prayer Time
9:30 AM................................................................................ Sunday School
It *
11:00 AM.............................................................................. Worship
12:30 PM................ .........,. .After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Enlarge Our Coast.............. Join us for the
FeastNightly Services Sept. 20th thru

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 327-8560

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

ult Bible Study.
We welcome you to
fellowship with us. Come
and be blessed. Looking for
a church home? We extend
an invitation to you to join
with us.
For
transportation
needs, contact the church
office at 822-4869.
Thought for the week:
Praying should be as natu
ral as breathing.

Middtwta&ty Qaydidt QkuSick

fiUadarit

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

hearsal; 7:00 p.m., Inter
cessory Prayer Ministry.
Monday, February 24 7:00 p.m., Deacon Ministry
meeting.
Tuesday, February 25 6:00 p.m., By-Laws Com
mittee meeting.
Wednesday, Feb. 26 7:00 p.m., Prayer and
Praise Service; 7:00 p.m.,
Youth Department Bible
Study; 7:30-8:30 p.m., Ad

Bro. Robert Smith

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship .................. 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class . .. .7:00 p.m.

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 35712
327-0997

9:00 A.M.
7:00 P.M.
7:30 P.M.

• Sunday- Church School,
• Sunday- Worship Service,
•. Tuesday- Operation "BIG EAR",

Tuesday Prayer
Tuesday Bible Study
Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

Spiritual Counseling

Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month

Are you doing what God wants you to do?

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

(727) 867-2400

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

Home Stv

SUNDAY

3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711

o

(727) 327-0554

TUESDAY

Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

"Church of The Open Door"

BIBIZ COLLEGE

FRIDAY

Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
5

/'si sIB

Sundays 7:45 a.m.

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Call Us Today!

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.

If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

9:00am- 10:00am
2232 62nd Avenue South

Need your Ministry Degree or Ordination?

Associates thru |

RADIO BROADCAST

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm- 7:00pm

• Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,
7:00pm- Until
« Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm
• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word"

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.

Saint Mark
African Methodist Episcopal Church

It’s affordable
WE FINANCE

1I

1 S

' -MrP s
1

*

*

Call 813-237-6076
Toll-Free 877-428-6588
1 . 316 E. Genesee St.
Tampa, FL 33603

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.

INAUGURAL

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
| SPECIAL SECTION

Can you identify these historic figures in African-American Culture?
Test your knowledge of Black HistorY

ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT
Of

The Weekly Challenger
[INSERT TO FEBRUARY 20 - 26 ISSUEl
liw
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Pentecostal Temple COGIC Hosts
District Women’s Conference
The
...... ...................................
.. .
The
congregation
their daughter, Sherita An
heard an inspiring message
derson to Russell Harde
from Pastor William An
man of Franklin, Tennes
derson entitled "The Bur
see. Sherita is an honor
dens and Blessings of
graduate of Lakewood
Blackness." Pastor pointed
High School and graduate
out that it was a Black man of Vanderbilt University of
who was forced to carry Nashville, Tennessee. She
Jesus’ cross (Mark 15:21). is currently employed as a
The burden of this man’s Language Arts teacher at
blackness became a bless Azalea Middle School.
ing in his life and for all This happy couple is plan
mankind, as he aided the ning a spring wedding in
One who would bring sal 2004.
vation to all people. The
Pentecostal Temple is
reality of the scripture was hosting the St. Petersburg
portrayed by one of the District COGIC Women’s
members walking through Conference on Friday, Feb
the sanctuary carrying a ruary 21, at 7:00 p.m. and
cross upon his shoulder.
Saturday, February 22, at
Pastor and 1st Lady 9:30 a.m. The guest speak
Anderson proudly an er is Missionary Diane
nounced the engagement of Green of Tallahassee, Flor-

New Hope
Missionary Baptist
Church---------------------Greetings from New
Hope Missionary Baptist
Church.
You are invited to wor
ship with on Sunday. Sun
day School starts at 9:00
a.m. with Minister Donald
Pate in charge. Church Ser
vice begins at 10:15 a.m.
The Deacons will be in
charge of Devotion. The
Mass Choir will render
Praise and Song Service.
Our own Minister William
Shepherd will deliver the
Bread of Life.
The Senior Usher
Board thanks all who par
ticipated in their Anniver
sary.
Weekly events:
• Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study, Tuesday at

6 30 p.m.
• Mass Choir Rehear
sal, Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
Upcoming events;

• General Mission Wo
men’s Retreat, February
21-22.
The Mission Depart
ment is sponsoring a Wo
men’s Retreat February 2122 at the church. The
theme is “Women Striving
to be Obedient in Perilous
Times”.
The workshop facilita
tors are Virginia Hayes,
Orlando; Barbara Wil
liams, St.. Petersburg; and
Marion Dailey, Sarasota.
The speaker for the Prayer
Breakfast is Barbara Bon
ner of Greater Grand Cen
tral, St. Petersburg.
Every woman is cor
dially invited to come and
join us in this Spirit-filled
evepjtj j Registration begins
at 6:30 p.m. on Friday eve-V
ning.
For further details,
please call (727) 895-3508.
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BAPTIST MINISTERS FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCE

.

I

Of St. Petersburg, FL, Announces the

I

2003 CITY-WIDE REVIVAL
Sunday, March 2, 2003 - 4:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
March 3-7, 2003 - 7:00 p.m.

Missionary Diane Green

ida. Missionary Green, a of the Prison Ministry for
member of St John CO the Western Florida Juris
GIC in Quincy, Florida, is diction. Missionary Green
the founder and president is a devoted woman of God
of Christian Women Fel who gives her mind, body
lowship, an organization and soul to the work of the
designed to help women to Lord. She will be address
excel in all areas of life. ing the delegation on Fri
She
serves
tirelessly day night. Saturday’s ses
through revivals, seminars, sions will feature work
Bible studies, workshops, shops centered on the
counseling and administra theme "Pursuing God’s
tion. She has traveled Purpose." Registration is
throughout the U.S. and $40 per person and in
abroad ministering the cludes refreshments on
Word of God. She current Friday, workshop materials
ly serves as chaplain of the and lunch on Saturday. The
Gadsden Correctional Fa Friday night service is
cility and is the chairperson open to the public.

First Baptist
Institutional Church

at the

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 - 37th St. So., St. Petersburg, FL
Rev. Brian K. Brown, Host Pastor

I

I

■

I
I

Theme/'The Church Maintaining its Message, Mission and
Ministry in a 911 World/'

I

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer _
to every man that asketh you a reason ofthe hope that is in you with meekness \
and fear. -1 Peter 3:15
®

cerning vital issues & concerns - Tues., Weds.,Thurs. 10-

I
J

12 p.m.

Moderator, South Florida Progressive Baptist Assn.

I

GOD

BLESS

Pastor of Mt. Pleasant M.B. Church,Tampa, FL

Rev. Willie Miller,
-—President, Baptist Minisfyrs^eUowship Conference
Pastor Jerry Alexander, S^., Chairman ofEvangelism
Pastor Brian Brown, Co-chair, Evangelism

I

• Free Thank You Gift With Purchase

Sponsored by :
>1904

■

' Revival Preacher: Dr. Wallace HaitsHeld, Kansas City, MO '
| 1st Vice President, National Baptist Convention ofAmerica

Pastor's Conference: Dr. Hartsfield shares his heart con-

The celebration con John A. Evans and Friend
tinues for the 19th Anni ship Missionary Baptist
versary of Pastor Wayne Church.
G. Thompson of First
The celebration will
Baptist
Institutional culminate on Sunday, Feb
Church'.
ruary 23, with Dr. Arthur
It has been a blessed T. Jones, Sr., and Bible
event that has included El Based Fellowship Church
der Clarence L. Warren from Tampa at 4:00 p.m.
and Mt. Zion Primitive
Come and worship
Baptist Church, Elder Ben with us as we celebrate our
jamin Adams, Jr., and St. Pastor’s 19 years of service
John Primitive Baptist, Dr. to God, our church and this
Manuel L. Sykes and Beth community!
el Community Baptist
Church', Dr. George Far
mer, Jr,, Pastor of Olive
Branch Baptist Church in
Haymarket, VA, and Pastor

I
I

•No Money Down

•0% Financing

V

•Fast Express Delivery

Did You Know?
St. Pete
2200 MLK St. S.
822-3741
Researched by Hugh Clay
Paulk
Who was the first
African-American
woman to receive tenure
on the faculty of Harvard
College?
Eileen Jackson South
ern, a musicologist special
izing in Renaissance and
African-American music,
was named the first
African-American female
tenured full professor at
Harvard College in 1976,
with a joint appointment in
the Departments of Music
and Afro-American Stud
ies. She chaired AfroAmerican
Studies
at
Harvard from 1975 until
1979.
What African-Amer
ican was the first black

• Furniture, Malor Appliances, Telhrisions, Stereos,
Lawn & Garden (Mowers, tractors, etc.]

s

woman to have a screen her freedom and her tal
ents. She has been a night
play produced?
Maya Angelou,
a club singer, a professional
multi-talented woman. She dancer, a poet, a university
has several "firsts" to her professor, a civil rights
credit. She was the first activist, a journalist in
African-American woman Africa, an actress, playing
to have a screenplay pro Kunta Kinte s grandmother
duced; it became the film in the TV dramatization of
Georgia, Georgia, which Alex Haley's Roots. She
she also directed. In 1970. was the first AfricanShe was the first African- American woman to read a
American woman to have a poem at a presidential inau
non-fiction book on the guration, Bill Clinton's in
bestseller list, the first vol 1993.
Who was the first
ume of her autobiography, I
Know Why the Caged Bird .African-American
Sings. She was even the woman to win the
first
African-American Pulitzer Prize for Drama?
Suzan-Lori Parks, for
woman to be a conductor
on a San Francisco street her play TopDog/Underdog
car. The granddaughter of a (currently running on
slave, Angelou found Broadway with Jeffrey
unlimited ways to express Wright and Mos Def). In

Pinellas Park
7330 49th St. N.
544-6481
addition to TopDog, Parks
has written 14 plays as well
as the script for Spike Lee's
Girl 6. Other Black Pulitzer
Prize winners include:
August Wilson - Fences,
Piano
Lesson,
Toni
Morrison
Beloved,
Charles Fuller - A Soldier's
Play. James Hill, BET.com.
Who were the first
African-American
women commissioned as
officers in the Air Force?
Edwina Martin of
Danville, Virginia; Fannie
Jean Cotton of Jackson,
Michigan; and Evelyn M.
Brown of Shreveport,
Louisiana. All three gradu
ated from the Air Force
Officer Candidate School
at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas.

Guaranteed credit Annrovai
At These 2 Store Locations Only

Who was the U.S. of the opportunities avail good." Dr. Davis left active mony for white students
Navy's first African- able to them in the Navy," duty to start her own prac was held. This event was
American woman physi said Davis. "Maybe the tice in 1998. She now has a recorded as the first strike
cian?
Navy needs to be more pro family practice in Yorba by African-Americans of
active
in
recruiting Linda. From the Web, by an American school. After
Donna P. Davis,
1975.
Blacks." She believes ond Aveline V; Allen, Bureau of teaching high schodl for
several years, Walker
Dr. Davis finds it option is to have recruiters Medicine and Surgery.
Who was the first became an agent for an
encouraging that there is a conduct outreach programs
broader opportunity for in Black communities, 'as African-American insurance company which
people of color in the Navy well as promote African- woman Bank President?
was devoted to women. In
Maggie Lena Walker 1889 she became the exec
now. She said she has seen Americans in Navy televi
positive changes for Blacks sion advertisements and even at an early age was utive secretary of the Order
| other minorities as time commercials. "Navyxz.
|
re p.m.
involved in protesting the of St. Luke, a charity
and
has progressed. "You defi cruitment efforts should unequal
treatment
of organization devoted fo
nitely see more higher include television ads that African-Americans. As a helping the poor. Fourteen
ranking people of color in show a well-rounded group high school senior in years later, Walker became
the Navy now than before," of people being represent Richmond, Virginia, she America's first female bank
| Former Vice Pres., Florida Baptist State M&E Convention
Davis said. To increase the ed, to include African- and her fellow African- president when she found
classmates ed the St. Luke Penny
number of minorities in the Americans, both enlisted American
Navy, Davis believes the and officers," said Davis. protested the custom of Savings Bank. From the
Navy should have more "Having a high-ranking having their graduation Web.
visibility in those commu African-American officer ceremony in a local church
nities. "I'm not sure the speaking to a wide range of instead of the city theater
Black community is aware the population would be where the graduation cere

in

■

■

Sunday Kick-off Service: Dr. C.T. Kirkland
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Match the CD Picture with the ® Name and the ® Accomplishment
Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Top Row:

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

2nd Row:

Test Your
Black History
Knowledge

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Third Row:

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Person

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Accomplishment

Fourth Row:

PERSON

ACCOMPLISHMENT

1.

Arthur Ashe

1.

The greatest power hitter of the Negro Leagues, known as "The Black Babe Ruth"

2.

Crispus Attucks

2.

The first African-American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard University

3.

James Baldwin

3.

A columnist, and the 2nd African-American to receive the National Press Club Fourth Estate Award

4.

Cinque

4.

Tormented singer of the 40s and 50s

5.

Samuel E. Cornish

5.

Jazz Trumpeter who introduced Cuban rhythms into jazz

6.

Angela Davis

6.

His legal fight ended with a landmark Supreme Court decision denying slaves their freedom - The majority

7.

W.E.B. Dubois

8.

Medgar Evers

9.

Althea Gibson

10.

decision pushed the country to the brink of Civil War
7.

One of the co-publishers of the first Black owned and operated African-American newspaper, Freedom’s Journal

8.

One of the first American women of ANY race to become a millionaire through her own efforts

9.

The slain Field Secretary for the NAACP

Josh Gibson

10.

He led the famed revolt aboard the Amistad

11.

Dizzy Gillespie

11.

The first African-American author to support himself writing

12.

Lorraine Hansberry

12.

Novelist, and the author of “The Color Purple”

13.

Billy Holiday

13.

Writer, and winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize for Literature

14.

Langston Hughes

14.

Set free after being a slave for 46 years, and then devoted remainder of life being an activist against

15.

General “Chappie” James

16.

James Weldon Johnson

17.

Toni Morrison

18.

Asa Philip Randolph

19.

Paul Roberson

20.

slavery and spreading the gospel

15.

Founder of Tuskegee Institute

16.

The first African-American mayor of Chicago

17.

Imprisoned activist of the 60s and 70s

18.

The first Black playwright to have a play produced on Broadway

19.

Poet and Statesman

Carl Rowan

20.

First African-American to win Wimbledon and the French Open

21.

Alice Walker

21.

The first African-American 4 Star General

22.

Madame C. J. Walker

22.

Social Activist, and the first male African-American to win Wimbledon

23.

Booker T. Washington

23.

Founded the first Black Trade Union - at one time known as "the most dangerous Negro in America"

24.

Harold Washington

24.

Author of “Another Country”, a novel about homosexuality and miscegenation (racial interbreeding)

25.

Dred Scott

25.

Singer, actor, athlete, orator, and linguist

26.

The first casualty of the American Revolution when shot and killed during the event now known as

26.

Sojourner Truth

*

The Boston Massacre
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SPORTS
Kobe Bryant Joins McDonald’s to Launch
365 ACCESS During NBA Ail-Star 2003

Golf Tournament Benefits American
Lung Association

OAK BROOK - NBA
superstar Kobe Bryant
tipped off McDonald’s®
365 ACCESS program dur
ing the recent NBA AllStar Jam Session 2003 in
Atlanta at the Georgia
World Congress Center.
In addition, Bryant co
hosted the NBA Mascot
Game with Ronald Mc
Donald as fans cheered the
acrobatic ability of McDonaldland characters Gri
mace, Hamburglar and Bir
die. The excitement con
tinued as the characters
took photos with hundreds
of kids and their families at
the McDonald’s booth
throughout the weekend.
"We are thrilled to
have Kobe join us to
launch the most anticipated
365 ACCESS program,"
said Vicky Free, director of
marketing, McDonald’s
USA. "We are bringing the
action of the NBA directly
to our consumers."
365 ACCESS is an on
line promotion that offers
McDonald’s customers an
opportunity to gain "ac
cess" to some of the NBA’s
hottest events. McDonald’s
quarterly sweepstakes of
fers winners VIP access to
special NBA events next

CLEARWATER
Take a swing at lung dis
ease by playing in a fourperson scramble golf tour
nament to benefit the
American Lung Associa
tion on Monday, February
24 at Feather Sound Coun
try Club in Clearwater.

characteristics and offers
fair landing areas and
small-elevated greens bor
dered on the north and east
by Tampa Bay.
Cost is $125 per per
son, which includes boxed
lunch from Panera Bread,
dinner at Antonio's, golf,

two Golf Privilege Cards.
Foursomes may sign
up together, and singles or
twosomes will be matched
up with a team.
Space is limited. Sign
up early. For reservations
and forms, please call 727547-1108 or 1-800-771-

Men's Basketball Team Loses Chance
to Clinch State Berth---------------- ——

season.
"McDonald’s 365 AC
CESS provides fans with
an opportunity to get up
close and personal with the
NBA," said Kobe Bryant.
"Sharing with the fans the
excitement of this week
end’s activities was a great
experience."
Contestants can now
log on to mcdonalds.com,
365blackhistory.com, or
NBA.com for the 365 AC
CESS official rules and a
chance to win. The Web
sites will also contain in

The men's basketball
team fell to Polk in a key
Suncoast Conference game
Feb. 12, 84,75.
The defending state
champions could have
wrapped up the conference
and an automatic berth in
the state tournament in
Marianna March 5-8 with a
victory.
The loss makes a re
turn to the state tournament
a more difficult journey.
Polk is 7-3 in the con
ference after coming back
to beat Hillsborough Satur

points: He was financially
qualified, he had a suitable
demeanor and leadership
skills, and he had credibili
ty. "In my presentation, the
last point I made was that I
wanted to assure them that
I wasn’t asking for this
franchise because I’m Afri
can American, but [that]
any organization that had
80%-plus employees of a
particular racial group
must consider diversity,"
said Johnson.
He knew the NBA
brass, not the Charlotte
community, would make
the final decision on who

day night and SPC is 8-3
conference. Polk plays
Pasco-Hernando and Man
atee, and SPC is home
against Hillsborough Feb.
22.
If Polk and SPC win
their remaining games, the
teams end conference play
9-3. Polk will get the state
tournament berth because
it won two of the three
meetings with SPG.
The Titans would have
to go through a conferencequalifying
tournament,
which begins Feb. 24. Be

cause it would be the No.
1-seeded team in the tour
nament, SPC would play
its games at home.
The women completed
their season Feb. 18 and
will be in a postseason
tournament
beginning
Monday (Feb. 24). They
will need to win the tourna
ment to advance to the
state tournament in Mari
anna March 5-8.
The baseball team con
tinues., to roll along. It was
7-2 entering play Feb, 17 in
Ocala at Central Florida

On February 12, 1900, for a LincOln birthday

celebratfon, James WeldOn jOhnsOn wrOte the

Community College. It had
another road game Feb. 19
in Gainesville at Alachua
Santa Fe.
The team returns home
Friday against Seminole
Community College at 2
p.m.
All home baseball
games are played at Car
penter Field in Clearwater.
Suncoast Conference play
begins March 7.

LEARN TO
DANCE OR
BRUSH UP

lyrics for "Lift Every VOice and Sing.” With

formation on up-and-coming NBA sweepstakes and

events. The first contest
period ends March 10.

Billionaire Businessman Robert Johnson
Becomes the First African-American
Owner of a Major Sports Franchise
NEW YORK - Bob
Johnson has always broken
barriers. In 1980 he
launched Black Entertain
ment Television (BET), the
first Black-owned cable
network. A decade later,
the holding company be
came the first Black-owned
firm traded on the New
York Stock Exchange
when Johnson took the
company public.
In 2000 he sold BET to
Viacom for about $3 bil
lion, making him the
nation’s first Black billion
aire. Since then, Johnson
has aggressively pursued
his dream of buying a
major sports franchise, but
he could never close a deal.
All of that changed in Jan
uary 2003 when Johnson
announced an agreement to
purchase the NBA’s Char
lotte, North Carolina, ex
pansion team.
"Johnson closing the
deal opens a new chapter in
Black history as African
Americans take the next
evolutionary step in their
role in professional sports a step that began with
struggling to participate as
players, progressing to
coaching through joining
front office and executive
ranks, and finally culminat
ing with team ownership,"
writes Black Enterprise
Business Editor Alan
Hughes in "Slam Dunk!"
The article, which is
featured in the March issue
of BE, is an in-depth look
at how Johnson used his
business savvy and politi
cal connections, not to
mention deep pockets, for a
seat at the owner’s table.
Johnson’s case was simple
and consisted of three main

scramble will start at 9:30
a.m., with a shotgun start at
11 a.m. An awards dinner
and silent auction will fol
low the tournament at An
tonio's Pasta Grille on Ul
merton Road.
Feather Sound Country
Club is a private equity fa-

would land the team. "I had
the position that I was
goingto make my case to
the NBA, particularly to
the NBA individuals I
knew personally." Johnson
opened his Rolodex and
went straight to the top.
He made a whirlwind
of phone calls to a list of
friends and associates that
read like a "who’s who" of
professional sports. In the
end, Johnson believes "the
fact that I am African
American was a plus, but at
the end of the day, if I did
n’t have the credibility or
experience, there’s no way

music by his brOther, J. ROsamOnd, the SOng

FL. It became knOwn as the "NegrO Natfonal

SALSA • SWING
OTHER LATIN
DANCES

Anthem. ’’

823-9182

was first sung by 500 children in JacksOnville,

they would have said,
‘We’ll give 4t to you just
becausewe^anCa.-Black
guy running j an NBA
team.’"
Johnson knows that
acquiring the team was just
the beginning, as he is now
charged with building a
profitable sports franchise
from scratch. Ever confi
dent, he expects to have his
Charlotte organization run
ning profitably by the end
of the first season.
The complete story
appears in the March issue
of BE.

REGISTER FOR THE
4th ANNUAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
MEN'S HEALTH FORUM
Saturday, March 8,2003
7:30 am - 2:00 pm
Hillsborough
Community College
Dale Mabry Campus

Because it’s the journey
and the destination that count.

FREE
EVALUATION

l**j£*I**
Former NFL Player,Ricky Reynolds, 37-year-old

prostate cancer survivor (pictured center), says that his
best defensive play was his life saving prostate cancer

test taken after his father (upper left) was diagnosed
with prostate cancer.

Screening For:

Presented by The Florida Prostate
Cancer Network

For more information call 813-806-2800

$10.00 Pre-Registration Fee
$15.00 Day of Event
Scholarships Available

O
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PROSTATE

American
Cancer F
Society®

The End 01 Career 8e®ws Here.

A Nabors Cancer institute

Comp renensw Canc»f Center

Your “Journey to Inspiration” begins at
St. Petersburg/Clearwater - Florida’s Beach.
The St. Petersburg/Clearwater Area Convention
and Visitor's Bureau is proud to be a sponsor of
the 2003 Florida African American Heritage
Celebration. Join us in the celebration February
21-23 at Pinewood Cultural Park.
Fbr additional event information, call

727-532-1698.
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Matthew Henson - Explorer

Celebrates

African-American
History Month

by Barry A. Me Intosh
Challenger General Manager

Matthew Henson

If you were asked who
Was the first explorer to
reach the North Pole, who
would you say? Most
would say Admiral Robert
Peary. Some might even
say Dr. Frederick Cook, but
I would venture to say, that
even less would say
Matthew Henson. In reality
all three explorers are inex
tricably linked in history.
Matthew Henson was
bom in 1866 to free Black
parents in the South.
Despite their liberty, fol
lowing the Civil War, white
supremacist groups terror
ized Blacks, and his par
ents sold their farm and
moved to Washington,
D.C. to live in a poverty
stricken section of the city.
By age 13, both his
parents had died, and
unable to find any relatives

Honoring the past 75 years of excellence
in education

»tv boon i«> >

Celebrating the
$ present a month of
cultural events
■uh
■

Preparing for the
future - yours!

^2

MB
■1

■
Hr

For a calendar of college events call

(727) 341-4SPC

servant on an expedition he
was leading to Nicaragua.
Once there, he hoped to
find a route through the
jungles of Central America
for a proposed canal link
ing the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. Without hesitation
he hired the clerk that wait
ed on him, none other than
Matthew Henson, already a
world traveler. And so
began a partnership that
would last 22 years.
In their first year
together, Peary realized the
tremendous asset Henson
had become. He supervised
the building of Peary’s
headquarters in Nicaragua,
and was promoted to work
on the surveying team.
While on their way
back home, Peary informed
Henson of his desire to
explore Greenland and
to. care (fen him, bq iWyrked
chart previously unchar
full time as. a dishwasher tered areas of the arctic.
!
i
.rt i
j
H ‘ i wi’ J
and waiter tor a restaurant. Up until then, no European
By the grace of the owner, or American explorer had
he was allowed to sleep in ventured within 600 mile
the kitchen. It didn’t take of the North Pole, which
young Matthew long to was the destination Peary
realize this wasn’t for him. secretly wanted to reach.
He walked some 40 miles Upon being invited on this
to Baltimore and upon new expedition, Henson
reaching the harbor, he did not need to be con
found employment as a vinced. It would take them
cabin boy.
3 weeks to reach Greenland
For the next five years, when their ship left
he sailed around the world. Brooklyn, N.Y. in June of
The ship’s captain took him 1891.
under his wing and gave
While there, Henson
him practical advice, and added to his previously
lessons in history, geogra learned skills of being an
phy, carpentry, mechanics, expert marksman, and pad
and first aid.
dling a canoe. He now
The Captain died, leav acquired from the Eskimos
ing Henson to seek work the art of handling a sledge
on another ship for three and dog team. He promptly
years. In 1887 he returned taught the latter to Peary,
to Washington taking a job after building large sledges
as a clerk in a hat store. As to take the expedition far
fate would have it, this ther north.
would be his most impor
Upon returning home,
tant job, for it opened the Henson joined Peary on a
way for explorations he lecture tour to finance thenwould never have imag next trip to the Arctic,
ined.
which they commenced in
One day, a naval offi the summer of 1893.
cer by the name of Robert Henson’s value to Peary
Peary walked through the only grew, frequently help
doors of the hat store look ing him avoid calamity and
ing to buy a sun helmet. safely retrieve two large
Peary happened to need a meteorites. This trip would
.^ajdjng jojoq aqj, jo JoqjnB aqj pire JsqaAON - JaqpiM aaqy
jadsoS
aqj Suipcajds put: XiaAB,s jsuibSb jsiAyaj ub 8uiaq ajq Jo japurethai pa
-joAap uaqj pus ‘sreaX 9p joj aABjs b Sina’q jajjs aajj jag'- quuj, laujnofog
JOJ tbBjaiaag ppig ure,s aqj, - sjaAg reSpapq
sjjqya umo jaq qSnojqj aireuoigiui b auioaaq
oj aasj ANV J0 uainoAi UBauauiy jsjij oqj jo auo - J3qi®M f 3 ourepBjq

last two years.
In September of
1895, Henson’s popularity
was growing, as he was
commissioned by the
American Museum of
Natural History in New
York City to help set up an
exhibition of animal speci
mens brought back from
their Arctic trip. To this
day, you can see the 35 ton
meteorite the two men suc
cessfully brought back on
an ensuing trip in 1897.
What had been a secret
dream in his heart for
almost 7 years was too
much to hold in any longer,
and Peary announced in
January of 1897, that he
wanted to reach the North
Pole.
The two inseparable
explorers immediately left
in search of the North Pole.
Four years later they had to
return, not reaching their
destination. Weather condi
tions proved too difficult. It
would be several years
before another trip of this
magnitude
could
be
financed.
In
1905,
Henson
received notification from
Peary that he was ready to
try and tackle the North
Pole again. This time, with
a specially designed boat to
traverse the frozen north
seas, they were convinced
of their achieving success.
Their new ship Roosevelt,
named after a staunch
Peary
supporter,
and
extraordinary outdoorsman
in his own right, President
Theodore
Roosevelt,
would take them within
175 mile of the seemingly
impossible target. Henson
did much of the preparato
ry work this expedition.
Bad weather conditions,
loss of sled dogs, and low
food supply forced their
abandonment.
The two men would
not give up yet. A year later
they were on the high seas
again, aboard the Roos
evelt. In July of 1908, they
set sail for the North Pole,
and 9 months later they set
out by sledge to reach thenfinal destination. Henson
was responsible for break
ing the trail through the
snow and ice in these last 6
days of the expedition. On
April 7, 1908, Peary,
Henson, and four Eskimos
reached the North Pole.
Meanwhile,
things
were happening at home
the two explorers could
never have imagined.
Expecting a hero’s wel
come upon their return,
they were instead snubbed,
for Dr. Frederick Cook, one
who accompanied both
men back in 1891, claimed

h e
reached
the North Pole the
previous year.
The snubbing of Peary
and Henson, brought out
the worst in Perry, already
known for his arrogance.
Henson was dismissed as
"an ignorant Negro" who
probably caused Peary to
mistake his location. Peary
made no attempt to correct
the perception, and the two
would never be linked
again in a positive light.
In 1910, Cook’s claim
of reaching the North Pole
were finally proven to be
false, and Peary was pro
claimed as the conqueror of
the North Pole. But what of
his partner of over 2
decades, the one who was
personally responsible for
the last treacherous leg of
the journey? While Peary
was promoted to the rank
of admiral of the U.S.
Navy, Henson, now forgot
ten, became employed as a
parking garage attendant.
Henson’s attempts to pub
lish his exploits in his
book, A Negro Explorer at
the North Pole, never broke
ground.
If it had not been fbr
the efforts of a New York
City Black politician, who
knows how Henson would
have ended up? Never
theless, he ended up work
ing for the U.S. Customs
Bureau until his retirement
in 1940, with an annual
pension of $1,020; Peary
received an enormous pen
sion in comparison, though
he died twenty years earlier
in 1920.
Had it not been for var
ious Black organizations,
today, Henson’s name may
never have been mentioned
in connection with the con
quest of the North Pole,
though arguably it never
would have been achieved
without his skills, drive,
and know-how. In 1937,
Henson was admitted to the
Explorer’s Club, and final
ly in 1945, 36 years after
discovering the North Pole,
he received a medal from
the U.S. Navy. At the age
of 88, he and his wife were
invited to the White House
by President Eisenhower.
A year later, the living
legend died on March 9,
1955 in New York City.
Fortunately, due to the
courage and fortitude of
supporters over the years,
and a record which clearly
spoke for itself, we can
today give Mattew Henson
his just due, as the co-discoverer of the North Pole,
right alongside Admiral
Robert Peary.
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NATIONAL NEWS
Volvo Seeks Everyday Heroes
Hank Aaron, Caroline Kennedy and Former Sen. Bill
Bradley Among Program Judges
IRVINE, CA - Do you
know a hero? Someone in
your community who is
building a neighborhood
center for needy kids, de
veloping recycling pro
grams for their schools or
helping save the life of a
perfect stranger?
If so, you may be inter
ested in knowing that Vol
vo Cars of North America
is conducting a national
search for ordinary people
doing extraordinary things
in the areas of safety, envi
ronment and quality of life.
It's called the Volvo for
Life Awards, a national
public service program that
celebrates and rewards
these local heroes with
more than $250,000 in fi
nancial contributions. One
hero will win a Volvo car

for life. To nominate some

each will receive $10,000.
one you know, log on to Of those finalists, a distin
www.volvoforlifeawards.c guished panel of judges,
om.
including Hank Aaron, Bill
Deadline to submit Bradley, Dr. Jane Goodall,
nominations is Feb. 28, Caroline Kennedy, Eunice
2003. During this time, Kennedy Shriver, Maya
Volvo will profile select Lin and Dr. Sally Ride, will
nominees on the www. name three winners, who
volvoforlifeawards.com each will have a $50,000
Web site and in the media. donation made in their
Volvo is conducting the name to the charities of
program in an effort to their choice. The winners
inspire people nationwide will be flown to New York
to make outstanding contri on April 16 to be honored
butions in their own com at the first-ever Volvo for
munities.
Life Awards ceremony, to
In March, Volvo will be held at Times Square
select 50 semi-finalists, Studios. The top winner
who will receive a framed will receive a Volvo car for
Certificate of Merit in the rest of his or her life. To
honor of their accomplish leam more and to nominate
ments. From those 50 a hero, visit www.volvoforsemi-finalists, Volvo will lifeawards.com.
select 10 finalists, who

Louisiana Inventor Saluted by
American Chemical Society for
Black History Month------------------Before the Civil War,
Norbert Rillieux, a free
black man from Louisiana,
invented a process that rev
olutionized the sugar in
dustry, an innovation per
haps as significant for su
gar processing as Eli Whit
ney’s gin was for cotton
manufacturing.
The American Chemi
cal Society, the world’s lar
gest scientific society, has
recognized Rillieux for his
contribution to science and is saluting him this Febru
ary as part of its support for
Black History Month. Last
April ACS designated his
invention of the Multiple
Effect Evaporator under
Vacuum as a National His:oric Chemical Landmark.
The Society established the
landmarks program in 1992
to commemorate seminal
events in the history of
chemistry and to heighten
public awareness of the
role chemistry has played
in the history of the United
States and around the
world.
A plaque designating
his achievement as a land
mark has been placed at a
gathering place - the duck
pond - on the grounds of
Dillard University, a histor
ically black college and
university in New Orleans.
Rillieux was related to the
famed French impression
ist painter Edgar Degas.
His father, Vincent, was the
brother of Degas’ maternal
grandmother, which made
Degas’ mother and Norbert
first cousins.
Rillieux’s New Orleans
birth record reads: "Norbert
Rillieux, quadroon fibre,
natural son of Vincent
Rillieux and Constance
Vivant. Bom March 17,
1806. Baptized in St. Louis
Cathedral by Pere An
toine." New Orleans, given
its French heritage, differed
from the rest of the antebel
lum South because of the
presence of a large caste of
"free people of color." Nor
bert Rillieux and his moth
er belonged to this group.
Apparently, Vincent
Rillieux and Constance
Vivant had a strong attach
ment that lasted for many

years, though the social
mores of the time prohibit
ed marriage. Like many
young men of his social
milieu in New Orleans,
Norbert was sent to France
to study.
Early
on
Norbert
showed an interest in engi
neering, and by the 1830s
he was an instructor at the
Ecole Centrale in Paris. It
was in France that Rillieux
began working on the mult tipie «i;effect« evaporator^
which revolutionized sugar
refining. Previously, the
planters of Louisiana em
ployed an open-kettle sys
tem - called the "Jamaica
Train" - for reducing sugar
cane juice. This system
required the labor of many
slaves armed with long
ladles skimming boiling
sugar juice from one open
kettle to another.
Unsuccessful attempts
had been made to harness
the energy of the steam ris
ing from the boiling juice.
It was Norbert Rillieux
who discovered that by
using condensing coils in a
vacuum chamber it was
possible to lower the boil
ing point of the sugarcane
juice and to then use the
vapor from the first cham
ber in a second compart
ment under higher vacuum.
Rillieux’s innovation great
ly reduced the cost of sugar
refining and became the
basis for all modem vacu
um evaporation systems.
Wealthy
Louisiana
planters quickly under
stood the significance of
Rillieux’s discovery. Ril
lieux was invited back to
New Orleans, and in 1843,
two planters - Thomas

Packwood and Judah P.
Benjamin - installed Rillieux’s evaporators on their
plantations. Three years la
ter, Packwood and Benja
min won prizes for produc
ing the best sugar. Ben
jamin, a lawyer who be
came the Confederacy's
secretary of war, publicized
Rillieux’s evaporator in a
series of articles, and the
Rillieux system was soon
used in Cuba and Mexico.
Sometime around the

start of the Civil War Ril
lieux returned to France,
where he became interested
in Egyptian hieroglyphics.
He died in 1894 and was
buried in Paris’s famous
Pere Lachaise cemetery.
Rillieux held several
patents for his evaporators,
devices that made sugar
refining more efficient and
cheaper. His application for
one patent was initially
denied because authorities
mistakenly believed he was
a slave and thus not a U.S.
citizen.
For more information
about Rillieux and to ar
range interviews with Lou
isiana historians, contact
Maureen Larkins, director
of communications at Dil
lard University, 504-8164800 or mlarkins@dillard.edu
The American Chemi
cal Society encourages
African Americans, His
panics and Native Ameri
cans to study chemistry
through the American
Chemical Society Scholars
Program.
For more information,
call toll-free at 1-800-2275558, ext. 6250.

ush Administration Ignored Benefits to
African-Americans in Study of
Afterschool Programs-----------------------------WASHINGTON, DC A study released on Febru
ary 3 by the U.S. Depart
ment of Education showed
that African-American and
Hispanic students who par
ticipate in afterschool pro
grams realize great benefits
from those programs. Yet,
despite these findings, the
Bush Administration is
proposing to slash funding
for the federal afterschool
program in Fiscal Year '04
by $400 million, or 40 per
cent.
Conducted by Mathematica Policy Research,
Inc., the evaluation found
that African-American and
Hispanic students, as well
as girls participating in federally-funded 21st Century
Community Learning Cen
ters (21st CCLC) after
school programs, showed
significant academic gains.
African-American students
in programs had higher
math grades, a reduced in
cidence of being absent
from class, and were
judged to have shown in
creased effort in the class
room. Hispanic students
also had higher math
grades and reduced ab
sence from class. Girls in

not participate in after
school; were 7.4 percent
age points more likely to
participate in class; and
were absent 1.6 fewer days.
Middle school Hispanic
students who participated
in afterschool programs
had average math grades
1.5 points higher than
Hispanic students who did
not participate in after
school; and were absent 1.3
fewer days.
Middle school girls
who participated in after
school were 5 percentage
points more likely to com
plete homework to the tea
cher's satisfaction; 4.4 per
centage points more likely
to participate in class;
absent 1.3 fewer days; had
9/10ths of a percentage
point higher grades in
mathematics.
In middle school cen
ters, 40 percent more par
ents whose children partic
ipated in afterschool at
tended open houses than
parents whose children
were not in afterschool.
Twenty-two percent more
parents whose children
were in afterschool pro
grams volunteered to help
out at the school than par

ents whose children were
not in afterschool.
Samelson charged ana
lysts with highlighting only
negative findings that sup
ported the Administration's
claim that afterschool pro
grams provide neither aca
demic nor safety benefits.
She also noted numerous
methodological problems
with the study. Among
them:
• The findings are
based on just one year of
data, collected early in the
fife of the original 21st
CCLC initiative when im
proving test scores and
grades was not an immedi
ate goal of program and not
a mandate of the programs
studied.
• The study examined a
small fraction of the after
school programs that par
ticipate in the federal 21st
CCLC program. The ele
mentary school data are
based on 18 out of 1,758
centers, or roughly one per
cent. Because of problems
with the size and makeup
of the sample, Mathematica has conceded that
these findings cannot be
applied to the universe of
21st CCLC elementary

programs.
• Hispanic students
were vastly underrepre
sented in the study. Less
than two percent of ele
mentary students in the
study were Hispanic, while
27.6 percent of students in
21st CCLC elementary
school centers nationwide
are Hispanic.
The Mathematica stu
dy's negative findings are
contradicted by numerous
respected, independent stu
dies that have shown that
afterschool programs keep
children safe, improve aca
demic achievement and
help working families,
Samelson said.
The Afterschool Alli
ance is a nonprofit public
awareness and advocacy
organization supported by
a group of public, private,
and nonprofit entities dedi
cated to ensuring that all
children and youth have
access to afterschool pro
grams by 2010. More
information is available at
www.afterschoolalliance
•org
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afterschool programs were
found to have higher math
grades and improved class
participation. Despite these
encouraging findings, on
the very day the study was
released, President Bush
proposed reducing the
budget for the 21st CCLC
program from $1 billion to
$600,000 in FY '04.
"This study under
scores the great promise of
afterschool," said Judy Y.
Samelson, Executive Di
rector of the Afterschool
Alliance. "So it is terribly
disappointing that the re
port highlights only nega
tive findings and that the
Bush Administration is us
ing it to justify a deep,
indefensible cut in the fed
eral afterschool program."
The Bush plan to reduce
the 21st CCLC funding
would deny afterschool
programs to more than
571,000 children. Among
the findings of the Mathematica study:
Middle school AfricanAmerican students who
participated in afterschool
programs had average
mathematics grades 1.7
points higher than AfricanAmerican students who did
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The Conspiracy
If Worts
by Michael Jones
The other day while
walking down the street
with a Black male friend of
mine, I heard him use the
words "black listed" as we
were talking about another
friend who can no longer
obtain a job in the educa
tional area.
Something triggered in
my mind that very second
that almost every phrase
that had black in it, was
negative by connotation.
Words such as blackout,
black listed, black ball,
black sheep, black Sunday,
black hole, black eye, black
magic, black hearted, and
even wearing black for
funerals, and many more
were all negative. Now we
have even allowed the cre
ation of "black September
(September llth) to denote
a negative date in history.
As

I

more

thought
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about this, I had to
realize that I con
sidered myself
and my friend to
be Black. If we
were Black and
jp everything we see
and even the words we
use mean negative things,
does that mean that we are
negative? I would have to
say that I am not that naive
to believe that everything
about me can be summed
up to a word, but does it
really affect me on a sub
conscious level?
Words do have power.
Many people have died and
even killed over simple
words and even countries
have gone to war over
words. Carefully chosen
words can propel you to
almost any emotion from
love, fear, and even out
right rage, so does it stand
to reason that the word
black has a hidden mean
ing.
I don’t want to sound like
there is a consorted effort
on the behalf of anyone to
create a word with a hidden
agenda, but it is just too
hard to ignore.
Looking back on histo
ry I have learned that the
control of our language
was a product of slavery
for more than 300 years.
We have been manipulated
by words, used by it, and
even controlled by it to a
large degree until we began
to master it.
Throughout my many
studies of history I have
found that this control was
created by an individual
named Willie Lynch. In
1712 he experimented with

the control of his slaves
and created a process to
teach the other slave own
ers through out the south.
Below is a sample of the
speech that he gave to the
slave owners about his
approach to mental condi
tioning that had to deal
with our language.
"We must completely
annihilate the mother
tongue of both the new
"nigger" and the new mule
and institute a new lan
guage that involves the
new life’s work of both.
You know, language is a
peculiar institution. It leads
to the heart of a people.
The more a foreigner
knows about the language
of another country the
more he is able to move
through all levels of that
society, Therefore, if the
foreigner is an enemy of
another country, to the
extent that he knows the
body of the language, to
that extent is the country
vulnerable to attack or
invasion of a foreign cul
ture. For example you take
a slave, if you teach him all
about your language, he
will know all your secrets,
and he is then no more a
slave, for you can’t fool
him any longer, and being a
fool is one of the basic
ingredients of and inci
dents to the maintenance of
the slavery system.
For exampIe if you told
a slave that he must per
form in getting out ‘our
crops’ and he knows the
language well, he would
know that ‘our crops’ did
n’t mean ‘our crops,’and
the slavery system would

break down, for he would
relate on the basis of what
‘our crops’ really meant. So
you have to be careful in
getting in setting up the
new language for slave
would soon be in your
house, talking to you as
‘man to man’ and that is
death to our economic sys
tem.
The Black Slave after
receiving this indoctrina
tion shall cany on and will
become self refueling and
self generating for hun
dreds of years, maybe
thousands.
Gentlemen these Kits
are your Keys to control,
use them. Have your wives
and children use them,
never miss opportunity. My
plan is guaranteed, and the
good thing about this plan
is that if used intensely for
one year, the slaves them
selves will remain perpetu
ally distrustful."
After understanding all
that I have learned about
this mental conditioning
that we still perpetuate, I
have decided that I will
never again use those'
phrases of black in a nega
tive why and when I hear a
black person use them I
will attempt to pass this
education on. This very
chilling mental condition
ing has gone on for too
long and it is time we
understood it and put a
break to it on this day, in
this city, in this country by
any means necessary.
Michael Jones
One Dollar Enterprises
comments
to
blackceo99 @ yahoo.com
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(BPRW) USTA/NJTL Launches National Arthur Ashe
Essay Contest----------------------------------- ------------------Winners Receive Trip to New York for Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day at US Open

Arthur Ashe during his historic
win at Wimbledon
WHITE
PLAINS, at Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day
N.Y.- The USTA/National presented by Aetna on
Junior Tennis League Saturday, August 23, pre
(USTA/NJTL) announced ceding the 2003 US Open.
today the launch of its fifth Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day is a
annual Arthur Ashe Essay daylong festival of kids’
Contest to help commemo tennis activities — includ
rate the legacy of humani ing interactive games,
tarian and tennis great musical entertainment and
Arthur Ashe, 10 years after free clinics.
his passing on February 6,
Ashe was one of ten
1993. The essay contest, nis’ greatest ambassadors
previously open only to both on and off the court.
USTA/NJTL participants, He was the first Africanfor the first time welcomes American man to win the
entries from all school chil US Open in 1968 and went
dren across the nation.
on to win 33 titles in his
Winners will receive career
including
the
an all-expense paid trip to Australian Open in 1970.
New York from August 22- Off the court, Ashe worked
24, 2003 and will be guests tirelessly to eliminate

racism and poverty around
the world, especially in
segregated South Africa.
He also devoted countless
time and effort to creating
tennis opportunities for
youngsters from all back
grounds.
"Arthur Ashe lived an
exemplary life, donating
his time to underprivileged
youth and growth of the
game,"
said
Barbara
Wynne of Indianapolis,
NJTL
Committee
Honorary Chair and origi
nator of the Arthur Ashe
essay contest. "We are
thrilled to honor Arthur’s
achievements and contribu
tions to both tennis and dis
advantaged youth through
this national essay contest?1
To enter, children, 18
or younger, must write an
essay in 300 words or less
on "Why is Arthur Ashe a
sports legend?" All entries
must be submitted on 8
x 11" paper and mailed to
the *USTA by the close of
business on July 10, 2003.
Winners will be notified by
July 31, 2003. Ten national
winners will be selected,
one boy and one girl from
each of the five age groups,
and awarded round trip
coach air transportation to
New York for themselves
and a parent/legal guardian
and two nights at the Grand
Hyatt Hotel in Manhattan.
The USTA/NJTL, also
known as USA Tennis
NJTL, was established in
1969 by Ashe, Charlie

Pasarell and Sheridan
Snyder to use tennis as a
means of developing the
character of young people
who may not otherwise
have the opportunity to
leam and play the sport.
Since 1985, it has been
owned and supported by
the USTA as one of its pri
mary outreach programs to
multicultural communities.
With over 1000 Chapters
and Programs and over
200,000 participants, the
USA Tennis NJTL instills
in youngsters the values of
humanitarianism, leader
ship, and academic excel
lence, and gives youngsters
the opportunity to fully
develop their tennis skills
for a lifetime of enjoyment
from the sport.
The United States
Tennis Association is the
national governing body
for the sport of tennis in the
U.S. and is a non-profit
organization with more
than 660,000 members. It
owns and operates the US
Open and selects the teams
that compete in Davis Cup,
Fed Cup and the Olympic
and Paralympic Games. It
invests all its resources to
promote and develop the
growth of tennis, from the
grass roots to the profes
sional levels. For more
information, log on to
usta.com.
*Mail essays to: Alex
Palombo, USTA, 70 West
Red Oak Land, White
Plains, NY 10604
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Battle Over a Post-War Iraq
by Jim Lobe
WASHINGTON, DC While final touches are be
ing put on war plans that
could involve as many as
250,000 U.S. troops, gov
ernment officials here are
fighting among themselves
over the shape of a post
war Iraq.
Neo-conservative
forces hoping for a com
plete removal of the gov
erning Baath regime from
Baghdad and the creation
of a new democratic state
along the lines of a postWorld War II Germany or
Japan are increasingly wor
ried that the administration
will settle for the removal
of only the top layer of
President Saddam Hus
sein's government.
"It is very difficult for
me to conceive of demo
cratic institutions being
established in Iraq with the
Baathist power structure
mostly intact," said Randy
Scheunemann, executive
director of the Committee
for the Liberation of Iraq
(CLI), a group created last
November that includes,
among other influential
foreign policy players,
Defense Policy Board
(DPB) chairman Richard
Perle and former Secretary
of State George Shultz.
"It's like taking out
Hitler and (SS Commander
Heinrich) Himmler and
leaving almost everyone
else in place," he added.
The same forces are
also angry about the latest
consultations of Bush's
special envoy to the Iraqi
opposition, Zalmay Khali
lzad, who, they say, ap
pears inclined to exclude
the exiled Iraqi National
Congress (INC) from a
leading role in a transition
al administration.
Khalilzad, who met
INC and other opposition
leaders in Sulaymaniyah in
U.S.- and British-protected
northern Iraq last weekend,

informed them of plans to invade.
Ankara, which is be
install a U.S. military gov
ernor in Baghdad for up to lieved to already have
a year to oversee the transi about 2,000 troops in the
tion with the aid of an region, is worried that the
appointed "consultative Kurds will be tempted by
council" and a judicial the U.S. invasion to quick
committee that would draft ly seize oil-rich Kirkuk or
Mosul, which could then
a new constitution.
form
the basis of an inde
INC sources briefed by
Khalilzad also told the pendent Kurdish state
Washington Post that the which could, in turn, revive
U.S. planned to remove the Kurdish insurgency in
only the top one or two Turkey itself.
Washington reportedly
Baathist officials in each
government
ministry, has given the Turks a green
rather than attempt a much light to send their own
more sweeping purge of forces into northern Kurdi
the structure that has ruled stan in exchange for their
Iraq for more than a quarter agreement to let the U.S.
military use their territory
century.
"Power is being handed as the jumping-off point for
essentially on a platter to a northern invasion of as
the second echelon of the many as 35,000 troops, as
Baath Party and the Iraqi well as up to $16 billion in
officer corps," Kanan Ma- various forms of aid.
kiya, an influential INC as
Khalilzad's advice to
sociate who met with Kha both the INC and the Kurds
lilzad and recently Bush appeared to reflect the
himself at the White long-standing views of soHouse, told the Post.
called "realists" in the State
Makiya and other INC Department and the Central
sources said Khalilzad ap Intelligence Agency (CIA)
peared to be favouring the who have been battling the
interests of neighbouring pro-INC hawks centred in
states, particularly Saudi the offices of Vice Presi
Arabia and Kuwait, which dent Dick Cheney and Pen
have expressed strong con tagon chief Donald Rums
cerns about the implica feld over Washington's Iraq
tions of a major purge of and Mideast policies since
the existing governmental even before the Sept. 11,
and military apparatus on 2001 attacks that launched
the stability of Iraq and the Washington's "war on ter
entire region.
rorism".
"They have come to the
In addition to their sen
arrogant conclusion, 'Why sitivity to the interests of
piss around with the oppo Iraq's neighbours, both the
sition? Why not do this in a State Department and the
way the Arab regimes will "CIA, as well as the uni
be much happier with'?" formed military with expe
Makiya told Canada's rience in the Gulf, have
Globe and Mail newspaper been openly sceptical about
after the meeting.
the INC. They have also
A similar concern ridiculed the neo-conserva
about the regional implica tives' notion that any demo
tions of Saddam's removal cratising of Iraq would
prompted severe warnings have a "domino effect" on
by Khalilzad to Kurdish the rest of the region.
opposition groups on the
Cheney himself has re
weekend against resisting a portedly come to share
Turkish move into northern their scepticism, particular
Kurdistan once U.S. troops ly of the INC's leader, Ah

med Chalabi, who went to
northern Kurdistan late last
month reportedly in hopes
of preparing a provisional
administration that could
assume power in territory
taken by U.S. forces as
they made their way to
Baghdad,
It was the INC that
nominated as many as
3,000 volunteers now be
ing trained by the U.S. at a
military base in Hungary to
act as military police, inter
preters, spotters and guides
for invading U.S. forces.
"When Cheney took a
look at the edifice the U.S.
was creating, he apparently
decided it couldn't bear the
weight of international
scrutiny," ari anonymous
official told the 'Los
Angeles Times' last week.
The official said Cheney's
distancing from the group
has had a "chilling effect"
on its Pentagon supporters
who, according to another
official, have not yet given
up the fight.
INC supporters were
deeply disturbed by anoth
er meeting last week be
tween Khalilzad arid exiled
former Iraqi foreign minis
ter Adnan Pachachi, who,
according' to ‘The New
York Times', was being
sounded out for a senior
position in a transitional
government. As a Well-re
spected Sunni Muslim - the
minority group that has
dominated Baghdad under
Saddam - some U.S. offi
cials have? argued that he
would make a reassuring
figure of 'continuity in a
new government.
But the INC and its
Pentagon allies protested
the meeting, pointing out
that Pachachi, among other
views, had advocated Ku
wait's absorption by Iraq
from 1961 until 1999, and
questioned Israel's right to
exist, Kuwait actually was
pari of Iraq when it was
known as Mesopotamia. It

New York's African Music Community
Mourns the Passing of Keba Cissoko
NEW YORK - Musi
cian, singer and storyteller
Keba Bobo Cissoko of
Guinea Bissau who lived in
New York City and per
formed for audiences
throughout the United
States and abroad, passed
away here suddenly on
Feb. 8 surrounded by his
many international friends.
A composer, arranger, per
cussionist and a powerful
singer, Cissoko was.also a
distinguished performer of
the stringed harp known as
the "kora" - passed down
for generations among the
Cissokos in West Africa.
Bom in 1962 among
griots (traditional musi
cians, storytellers, orators,
counselors and mediators
going back to the 13th cen
tury) and kora players, Cis-

soko lived the ancient life
of the djelli in his early
years, traveling 6 months
of the year, bringing songs,
music and stories to the
surrounding communities
and retiring to the village
during the rainy season.
In his early twenties he
moved to Conakry, the cap
ital of Guinea, where he
joined the world renowned
music and dance groups,
the Ensemble Instrumental
National and the Les
Ballets Africain. He com
posed many of the lead
songs for the Ballets Afric
ain and toured expensively
around the world with the
groups and solo. He later
co-founded the award-win
ning ensemble "Les Merveilles d'Afrique" (the Afrian Marvels) in 1986.

In the mid 1990s Cis
soko came to the United
States and founded his own
group "Keba Cissoko and
Tamalalou."
Tamalalou
means the voyager and
speaks of life's lessons and
personal growth both good
and bad as one journey.
Cissoko was a singular ex
pression of West African
culture in New York which
began to emerge, in the
1970s. His kora playing
and singing are featured on
the CD's Badenya: Manden
Jaliya in New York City,
and Fula Flute.
Professional groups
and artists he played with
include: Reginald Yates,
Maimouna Keita, and New
York-based groups Feraba
and Fula Flute.
Known for his spon-

taneity, soul-searing voice
and impeccable technique,
Cissoko reinvented the tra
ditional Manden repertoire,
saying that "a jeli's (griot's)
ability to interpret and to
add to the song while
retaining the basic struc
ture is the mark of great
ness in this art." Each per
former integrates his style
into the repertoire, enhanc
ing the song, giving it new
life and momentum. He
was a living repository of
the culture and history of
his people.
A memorial concert is
being organized for the
Spring. For more informa
tion, write to: info@
fulaflute.net.

Britain after World War I
when the Ottoman Empire
collapsed.
"The outreach to Mr.
Pachachi ... suggests that
the United States is mainly
interested in perpetuating

Saddam Iraq, and not in
promoting democracy," one
official told the Times.
But pro-INC forces in and
outside the administration
remain optimistic that ulti
mately Bush will support

"The fact that one
White House envoy is off
having a rather strange
meeting in the UAE is no
indication that this presi
dent is going to give up on
freedom for the Iraqi peo-

Paraphrasing a recent state
ment by Cheney himself,
he added, "We are not
going to risk American
lives to replace one dictator
with another."

NEWS DEADLINE
IS 4 P.M. MONDAY

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help -you

overcome your problems no matter how big or small.

She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals;. Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyope, even though miles *away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life: She

1 was having bad luck, mis
erable-and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev,
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

- Hillary Williams

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

OBITUARIES
GIVE GOD
WHAT'S
RIGHT, NOT
WHAT'S
LEFT.

Every
Word of
God is
pure; He
is a
shield
unto
them that
put their
trust in
Him. Proverbs
30:5

In Memorium

In loving memory of our beloved one,
Alvin Joseph Downing, who passed away
February 19' 2000.
Your gentle face and patient smile
With sadness we recall.
You had a kindly word for each
And died beloved by all.
The voice is mute and stilled the heart
That loved us well and true.
Ah, bitter was the trial to part
From one so good as you.
You are not forgotten, loved one,
Nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will remember thee.

We miss you now, our hearts are sore.
As time goes by, we miss you more.
Your loving smile, your gentle face,
No one cal fill your vacant space.
Your Family

PRAYER HELPS

"If s all taken care of"

WHEN
LIFE
KNOCKS
YOU TO
YOUR
KNEES,
YOU’RE IN
THE PER
FECT
POSITION
TO PRAY!

Young's
, Funeral
Home
I

Serenity Funeral Home, Inc.
Family Budget Plan $1,399.00
(Cloth Casket - Grey or Blue)'
Traditional Burial $2,199.00
(20 Gauge Steel Casket)
Elite ServicesZDeluxe $3,599.00
(18 Gauge Steel’Casket)

Plans do not include: Minister, Flowers, @
Police Escort, Programs, Grave Space
or Cemetery Services

Elder Leon Lavell Thomas, Sr.

A Full Service Parlor

GOD BLE66 AMERICA

Founder/Executive Director

• Professional Staff • Casket Display
• Cremations • Urns Available
832 N.E. 5th Street (Hwy. 44), Crystal River

1-866-564-1408 • 1-352-564-1408

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. .What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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lan Ernst Matzeliger: Inventor and Businessman

An artist’s rendering of Jan E. Matzeliger along with
the patent drawing for his machine laster

by Barry A, McIntosh
Challenger General Manager
Everybody you know
wears them. Some are big,
some: are small. They come
in all shapes, colors, and
designs. They are your
shoes. Howevfcr, there is an

element of many shoes that
one never sees. It is the last,
and without it, your shoe
would never be the same.
In fact you probably
wouldn’t be able to wear
them. The last is the solid
form around which a shoe

is molded. Hence the fit of Guiana). His mother was a
a shoe depends on the native Black of Surinam,
design, shape and size of and his father an educated
the shoe last.
Dutch engineer from a
Over 120 years ago, the wealthy and aristocratic
shoe lasting industry was family in Holland. When
big business, but it was an Matzeliger was three years
industry in control by a few old, he was sent to five with
highly skilled laborers who , his father’s sister, and by
sewed shoe lasts all by age ten, he was working in
hand. The main problem his father’s machine shop.
occurred when forming the It was at that early age that
upper leather over the last . it was discovered he had a
and attaching the leather to remarkable talent for
the bottom of the shoe. This mechanics.
last step was always done
When he turned 19, he
by hand, and knowing they left South America, and
were in complete control of was a sailor for two years,
the production of a good before arriving and living
shoe, they were not only in Philadelphia for a few
highly paid, but tempera years. There he dabbled in
mental as well. Back then, several odd jobs. But he
the last was a wooden or couldn’t get mechanics out
stone model of the human of his mind, and decided to
foot. When a shoemaker move to where he could
judged that the leather had earn a decent living in his
been drawn over the last trade. This brought him to
properly, the edges of the Lynn, Massachusetts in
upper leather were tacked 1876, At the time, Lynn
to the innersole. The excess was one of the leading shoe
leather at the toe was cut manufacturing centers in
and drawn into plaits, the United States,* produc- ’
which was. shaved off to ing well over half of the
produce a smooth surface nation's shoes.
When
when it was attached to the Matzeliger arrived in Lynn;
outer sole, usually by he could barely speak
sewing. But the worst prob English. Within 13 years,
lem was that the best of the he single-handedly made
"hand-lasters" could only Lynn, Massachusetts the
sew 50 lasts per day. This undisputed shoe capital of
made the purchase of shoes the world !
very, expensive, too expen
After securing a job
sive for the common per with Harney Brothers, a
son... save for a very shoe manufacturing facto
courageous, determined, ry, he simultaneously
arid talented African- attended evening school
American by the name of and learned to speak
Jan E. Matzeliger.
English fluently. It was
Matzeliger was bom on while working at Harney
September 15, 1852 in Brothers as a mechanic that
Paramibo, Surinam (Dutch Matzeliger was challenged

to solve a problem that
hundreds of others attempt
ed before, and thousands of
dollars had been spent on to
resolve, the manual labor
of hand-lasters. There were
inventors like Thompson,
McKay and Copeland who
developed crude shoe mak
ing machines but the final
problem of shaping the
upper leather over the last
and attaching this leather to
the bottom of the shoe still
couldn’t be overcome.
It
would
take
Matzeliger several years
working tirelessly on his
own to develop the first
machine laster.
This was despite the
constant whispers' and jeers
from observers who said it
was impossible to last
shoes by machine; Only
Metzeliger’s sheer determi
nation sustained him.
Everything else took sec
ond place, hence there are
no records of him even
courting during this time.
As a type of relief he
found comfort in associat
ing with the one church in
Lynn that Would accept him
because of the color of his
skin, The First Church of
Christ, also reportedly
called by some, the North
Church;
In the fall of 1.880,
Matzeliger constructed a
miniature prototype of his
shoe lasting machine out of
bits, of assorted hardware,
After six months of hard
labor, he produced a larger
model, fdr which he was
offered
fifty
dollars.
Fortunately he rejected the
offer.

Later,
pleted an improved model
and was offered $ 1,500, but
again he refused. He even
tually secured financial
backing for his project
which enabled him to build
a working model.
In 1882, Metzeliger felt
he had perfected his
machine to solve the
impossible problem. How
ever, his patent drawing
was So complicated that the
Washington patent review
ers couldn’t understand
them. They had to schedule
a trip to personally witness
what Metzeliger put down
on paper. As the story goes,
when the patent reviewer
came to see the lasting
machine
in
action,
Metzeliger was reported as
saying, "Now this will only
take a moment.” as he
began to demonstrate his
Lasting Machine.
On March 20, 1883,
patent number 274,207 was
granted to Jan E. Matz
eliger. On this very first
day; it made 75 pairs Of
shoes. The public immedi
ately realized that Matz
eliger would change the
shoe industry- forever.
Shoes could now be made
faster and less expensive,
and the industry would no
longer be held captive by
the few highly skilled
"hand-lasters." Now more
people could afford to buy
shoes.
Matzeliger invention is
credited with doubling
wages and improving
working conditions for
thousands of people.
Unfortunately,

Celebrating a new beginning and location for the new Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center at the historic Mercy Hospital Campus.

the

practical side of
financing produc
tion of his inven
tion robbed Matz
eliger of much of the
potential profits. To obtain
needed capital, he had to
sell two-thirds ownership
in his Lasting Machine.
The firm that eventually
bought his patent came to
dominate the shoe machin
ery industry in the United
States.
Over the next two
years, he obtained four
more patents on specific
improvements on his shoe
lasting machine. By 1889,
the demand for the new
"head laster" had become
worldwide. The companies
that emerged, from the
fruits of his labor, formed
the United Shoe Machinery
Corporation and, by 1955,
had holdings of over a bil
lion dollars.
Again unfortunately,
Matzelinger didn't live to
see the fruits of his labor.
His dream was so real to
him that he sacrificed his
health developing the
machine laster, working
past physical exhaustion,
not evep eating over long
periods of time. He caught
a cold which eventually
developed into tuberculo
sis.
He gave some of the.
stock from his company to
the North Church in his
will. The North Church
sold the stock for $10,000.
He died in August, 1889, atthe age of 37.
On May 16, 1967, the
City of Lynn, Massa
chusetts honored its 19th

sored by the local branch of
the NAACP, May 16th was
declared Jan E. Matzeliger
Day. Today, in shoe manu
facturing centers, machin
ery very similar to the Jan
Matzeliger original is still
in use.
Jari Ernst Matzeligeris
invention was perhaps "the
most important invention
for. New England." His
invention was "the greatest
forward step in the shoe
industry," according to the
church bulletin of The First
Church of Christ as part of
the commemoration held in
1967. Yet, because of the
color of his skin, he was not
mentioned in the history
books until recently.
But don’t let his memo
ry be forgotten by you! The
next time you slip on a pair
of shoes, think about the
person responsible for your
being able to afford and
wear them today... an
African-American, Jan E.
Matzeliger!
Sources: Sidney Kaplan.'
"Jan Ernst Matzeliger and the
Making of the Shoe," Journal
of Negro History, XL; Hayden,
Robt C., Eight Black Amer
ican Inventors, Addison-Wes
ley;
www.blackseek.com;
www.invention.org;
www.library.thinkquest.org;
www.famu.edu; www.geodties.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
Ml
YOUR
MATCH

PAINT DEPARTMENT
MiL-Spec PAINTER - FOR PRECISION MACHINING CO. 1ST SHIFT, 40+ HRS. PER WEEK. MUST HAVE PAINTING
EXP. ABILITY TO MAINTAIN V.O.C. LOG. APPLY IN
PERSON.

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

H & S SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY
9000 - 68TH STREET NORTH
PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

WE ARE A DRUG AND SMOKE-FREE WORKPLACE.

E0E

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health«Dental*Vision
DisabilityCommercial
Liability & Bonds Also

African American
History For
Students And
Teachers On The
Web.

Ph: 727-328-9878
Fax: 727-328-9545

www.africanaonline.com
www.toonari.com

SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

PAR provides substance abuse and mental
health services for families who receive
cash assistance or are low income fami
lies. Services are offered at no cost to
individuals and are confidential. Services
are available to adults and children.
For more information,
contact Gerald Syrkett
At 727-893-5438
Crack Cocaine Kills People and
Shatters Lives

Please E-Mail All Ads to:

80%

" IWie/i K>« Need Quality

On Dental Services

Craftsmanship ”

Includes FREE Prescription. Vision
and Chiropractic Plans

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

GET
INVOLVED!!
Do you have 8
hours a month to
share? Help
decide how to
spend money for
HIV1AIDS serv
ices by joining
the Ryan White
Care Council.
Call #727-2177070 for more
information, j

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
AHHAJCNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

£very ©ay is

Bonded & Insured

(813) 244-7388

HAVE A
NICE DAY

CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG

WANTED
PERSON WITH TRANSPORTATION

Photos By
$qXThomas

WEEK!

• Reunions

Bill Thomas Photos
®he Weeklg CljaUenser (727)896-2922 • Home (727)825-0384

Call Anytime, Day Or Night!

Radiant Research is looking for a
diabetic volunteers to participate in
a pharmaceutical research study.

38-48-50
CA$H 3
021 833 467

Do you suffer from

Osteoarthritis?

579

Participating includes receiving study
medication and study related physical
exams.

Radiant Research is conducting a clinicaI research

438 610 952

trial evaluating an investigational medication in
patients with Osteoarthritis of the knee or hip.

To quality, you must be 40 years of age or older

and have been diagnosed with Osteoarthritis

That’s Wl?,y

(727) 343-4706

of the hip or knee.
If yon qualify, all study medications, lab tests and

6010 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park, FL

research related office visits are provided.

it’s Called

In addition, qualified patients will receive

r/mzmAjmt

the P resept!

Special Financing provided by

Buccaneer'^
MORTGAGE
1507 4th Street North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33754

Buccaneer Mortgage, Inc.
727-898-2827 •1-888-314-8839
Ask for Leshana McIntosh
or apply online at: www.buccaneermortgage.com
Rates and loan programs are subjeetto change without notice.

®he Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Annual
$30
18

6 Months
$18
10

Name

Address

City___

Gall Mon-Fri for More Information

Your

NO MONEY DOWN
NO CLOSING COSTS

Subscription:
Mail
Home Delivery

compensation for their participation.

RES FA R C H

Are you purchasing a home?

State

Zip Code

Phone
Is this a renewal?____ If so, who is your carrier?

Make checks payable to: Stye Weekly Cljallrnyer

IS 4:00 P.M.

MONDAY

LEGAL NOTICE

• Church Events
• Banquets
»Weddings

PICK OF THE

10ITO

b«i

AD DEADLINE

• Sporting Events

Would you like to participate in
medical Research?

EQUAL 0PP0RTUNITY EMPLOYER

CALL - 894-3294 FOR DETAILS
Competitive Wages

• School Activities
• Soronty or Fraternity Activities

Are You A DiabetiC?

Employment Division
Office is Located at
One 4th St. N., 4th Floor
Mon., Wed., Fri. Only
www.stpete.org

To deliver The Weekly Challenger each
Thursday to home - business subscriptions.
Excellent chance for the right person to have
their own route.

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Gall Mon-Fri for More information

a Gift *

(727) 864-6675

(727) 492-8195

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

Section 8 Housing
3,4,5 Bedrooms For Rent
in St. Petersburg & Gulfport

* For All Of Your Photo Needs*

tchallen@tampabay.rr.com
GOD BLESS
AMERICA

r

SAVE UP TO

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

r

WRXB RADIO STATION IS

OPERATION PAR
SELF-SUFFICIENCY
PROJECT

The Hospice

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

Toonari Web Dev.
Presents:

ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) If you've been under stress and wor
rying about older members of the family, it's time to come to
terms with the situation. Be careful signing important contracts
this week. Efforts made to improve yourself vfrill turn out to
your satisfaction. You may find that someone you really cared
for in the past has come back into your life.
TAURUS (Apr. 21- May 21) Tune is money and you must be
ready to take action in order to reach your highest potential. You
would be wise to consider attending lectures that will broaden
your awareness concerning your professional direction. You
can easily wrap up overdue personal legal matters that have
caused problems for you. Rethink your motives and make the
necessary changes to yourself.
GEM INI (May 22-June 21) It will do you some good. Money
can be made if you use your ingenuity. Your temper may get the
better of you if a colleague has tried to ruin your reputation.
Your tendency to vacillate, will drive evetyone crazy.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Opportunities for new romantic
encounters will unfold through the social events you attend.
Help with your aspirations is likely, and profits could follow.
Take care of any pressing health problems. Opportunities for
new partnerships will develop through the organizations you
encounter.
LEO (July23-Aug 22) Try hot to push your philosophies on oth
ers. You can get the attention of important individuals but it
might not be the time to get them to help or to back your ideas.
You may overspend if you travel this week; however, the trip
will be one to remember. You may have difficulties or problems
dealing with close friends or relatives.
VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) Do not travel unless absolutely nec
essary. Be careful. Romance is likely if you participate in
unusual forms of entertainment. You will be emotional about
family matters. This is a great day to spend with family.
LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) Your energetic personality will make
you the center of attention at social gatherings. Your ability to
put things together will be appreciated by your comrades. Get
involved in groups that can offer intellectual stimulation. You
could find yourself left with someone's dirty laundry.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) You may be overreacting to per
sonal problems. Be careful not to reveal private information,
Don't avoid situations that may deteriorate; try to mend them.
Your time, not your cash, will do a lot more for your relation
ship.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) Romance will develop
through work related activities. Moneymaking opportunities
will surface. Travel will entice you; however, a tendency to
overspend is quite possible. You need to keep the peace and you
will have to bend in order to do so.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) A lack of support and negativi
ty have been the main problems. Business trips might prove
unproductive. Make sure that you have all the pertinent infor
mation before any reprisals or making any moves. A little over
time may help you reduce the workload.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) You may be more emotional than
usual. You will feel so much better about yourself if you can
control your addictions. A change of attitude has probably dis
rupted your home environment Don't rely on others to do your
work.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) You should be doing something spe
cial with children. Travel will also entice you. Children will
keep you busy. This will not be the day to start new business
ventures or make drastic changes in your career.

727.343.4706
6010 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park, FL

% £ S FA B C H

Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Tampa no later than 1:30
p.m. on the indicated Bid Date(s) for
the following Project(s):
PROJECT: PW6561; Ribbon of
Green - Site Demolition
BID DATE: March 18, 2003 ESTI
MATE: $300,000
DEPOSIT: $60
SCOPE: Removal of concrete and
asphalt components and the installa
tion of perimeter
chain link fence
PRE-BID CON
FERENCE:
Tuesday, March 4,
2003,2:00p.m. CONTACT: James
E. Jackson, Jr., AIA, 813/274-8773
PROJECT: PW7271; Marjorie Park
Yacht Basin Improvements
BID DATE: March 25,2003 ESTI
MATE:
$4,900,000
DEPOSIT:
$120
SCOPE: Demolition of
docks, including fuel facility/dock;
dredging and rip-rap; repair and
replacement of seawall; construction
i of fuel and pump-out facility/dock,
floating docks/fingers with gangways
and utilities (potable water, fire water
and electrical), pavement/overlays
and walks, landscaping and irriga
tion; renovation of buildings with
HVAC, plumbing and electrical
PRE-BID CONFERENCE. Tues
day, March 4,2003,2:30p.m. CON
TACT. Ed Rice, AIA, 813/274-5677
Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor
Conference Room, Tampa Municipals
Office Building, 306 E. Jackson
Street, Tampa, Florida 33602. PreBid Conference(s) are held at the
same location. Plans and Specifica
tions for this work may be examined
at the Department of Public Works,
306 E. Jackson Street, 4th Floor
North, Tampa, Florida 33602. Copies
may be obtained upon payment of the
refundable deposit indicated for each
set. Deposits are refunded if docu
ments are returned in good condition
within 15 days after bid opening.
Deposits should be in the form of
separate checks for each project.
Copies of Standard Contract Forms
and Provisions (a part of the Contract
Documents, but not reprinted in the
Specifications) are available for
$15100 each (non-refundable). Mail
ing is available for an additional
charge of $10.00 per set.
Check
should be made payable to the City of
Tampa. Subcontracting opportunities
may exist for City certified Women/Minority Business Enterprises (WZMBE's). A copy of the current W/MBE directory may be obtained at
www.Tampagov.net.
Phone (813)

274-8721 for assistance.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
FAMILY LAW DIVISION

IN RE:

IN THE INTEREST OF

Case # 03-000208-FD-U06

ALEXANDRA ELIZABETH SHIELDS
A Minor Child
DOB: February 20,1989
'
/

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:

“JOHN” (LAST NAME UNKNOWN) and all other unknown males
Address Unknown
Clearwater, Florida

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition for Termination of Parental Rights to a
minor female child, bom on February 20,1989, in Clearwater, Florida, has been filed by the birthmother, Nora Jean Shields a/k/a Nora Jean Shields Laudani. The birthmother, Nora Jean Shields, of
St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, Florida, who was 18 years old at the time of conception, Caucasian,
with brunette hair and brown eyes, 5’6” tail, and 120 lbs. The person the mother reasonably believes
to be the father, “John”, is of unknown age but believed to be over the age of 20 at the time of con
ception, Caucasian, with dark hair and blue eyes, is approximately 6’ tall, whose weight was
approximately 185 pounds. Conception of this child is believed to have occurred on or about May
of 1988 in Clearwater, Florida. Any additional facts that must be included in this notice are
unknown and cannot be reasonably ascertained.
A Petition for Termination of Parental Rights has been filed in this Court and you are
hereby commanded to be and appear in the above Court at 14250 49th Street North, Room 13,
Clearwater, Florida 33762, at 1:00 p.m. on the 30th day of April, 2003, to show cause why said
Petition should not be granted. You must either appear on the date and at the time specified or file
written defenses, if any, with the Clerk of the Court, 315 Court Street, Clearwater, Florida 33756,
and to serve a copy on the attorney for Catholic Charities, MARY LOU MILLER WAGSTAFF,
ESQ., Wagstaff Law Office, P.A., 161 - 14th Street N.W., Largo, Florida 33770, prior to that time.

FAILURE TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE OR TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING CON
STITUTES CONSENT TO TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THIS CHILD. IF
YOU FAIL EITHER TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED OR SEND A
WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE COURT BEFORE THAT TIME YOU MAY LOSE ALL
LEGAL RIGHTS AS A PARENT TO THE CHILD OR CHILDREN NAMED IN THE PETI
TION.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Within two (2)
working days ofyour receipt of this petition or complaint, please contact Michelle Leshko, 14250 49th St. N., 3rd Floor, H Wing, Clearwater, FL 33762, 727-464-6506, TDY 800-955-8771.

of

WITNESS my hand as the Clerk of said Court and the Seal thereof, this____________ day
■__________________________ , A.D., 2003.

KARLENE F. DeBLAKER
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
BY:_______________________ __
DEPUTY CLERK
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SPECIAL SECTION

With Tales of The Past, St. Petersburg Revisits the
Manhattan Casino--------------------------------

*

AL WILLIAMS and THE VERSATILES
Haying The Music You Love to Dance By. —
Al Williams formed the Versatiles, a band whose
lineup has changed over the years.

George Cooper was part of the original Casino
house band. He later included the Gibbs High
Revelers into the George Cooper Band in 1941.

Al Williams and the Versatiles at one of the many
Casino appearances. Here, they include (L-R):
Fess Clark, AI Williams, George Brown, Martin
Rainey and Leroy Barton.
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURGThese days, it’s hard to
imagine what life was like
on 22nd Street £outh.
Once alive and thriving, the
22nd Street district, known
as "the deuces," was the
center of the AfricanAmerican community with
businesses to call its own.
Barbershops, eateries and
other stores once lined the
neighborhood, an area once

brimming with excitement.
Most importantly, however,
it was home to the
Manhattan Casino. Back
then, the Casino was the
spot, bringing the best in
jazz, blues, and gospel
entertainment. More re
cently, the LiveArts Pen
insula Foundation, looking
to find fans, new and old,
has revived the Casino’s
story. With the presentation
of "The Manhattan Casino"
musical, which opens

February 20 ’ at the
Coliseum, the tale of the
Casino’s roots will be
retold, of how this once
bustling club was at the
heart of generations. The
only ones who truly will
ever know and appreciate
its story, however, are those
that lived it.
The Manhattan Casino,
which opened its doors in
1927, was the hot spot of
bay area nightlife; back
then, not even Tampa could
compete with all it had to
offer. Although now it
stands desolate and aban
doned, a mere reminder of
times past, the Manhattan
Casino once brought in
such great national acts as
Duke
Ellington,
Ella
Fitzgerald, Louis Arm
strong, and countless oth
ers. Located at 642 22nd

Street, the Manhattan
Casino once stood as a
symbol of the life, endless
energy, and vibrant spirit of
St.
Petersburg’s
own
African-American commu
nity.
A Club of One’s Own
It was known as the
"home of the happy feet," a
place that, once the music
got started, the whole place
shook. "It was all we had,"
Al Williams has often
remarked of the club.
Williams, now 74, looks
back on those days fondly.
Built under the planning of
the city’s civic visionary
Elder Jordan, the Casino
was not just a nightclub,
Williams explained. It was
often used by the city and
church groups for meet
ings, as well as a frequent
locale for important school

functions like prom, home
coming, and graduation.
When the first house
band for the Casino, the
Sunshine Serenaders, had
most of its members
inducted into the armed
forces in 1941 during
World
War
II,
the
Serenaders
drummer,
George Cooper, who had
been medically deferred,
went searching for some
more talented musicians to
fill the Casino’s void. He
found his answer at Gibbs
High School.
As part of the original
Gibbs High Revelers dance
band back in 1939,
Williams honed his skills
on the trombone, under the
direction of the great Al
Downing. Although a small
group when they began,
they were not short on tal
ent. From the money
ehrned by playing high
school functions around the
bay, the band was able to
fund the school’s first audi
torium, cafeteria, and gym
nasium. After witnessing
the Revelers, Cooper
inducted them into his own
George Cooper Orchestra.
Williams would play
with the George Cooper
Orchestra over the next 26
years, as they became the
Casino second official
house band. Other band
standouts included Manzy
Harris and Buster Cooper
(George’s cousin), who
would later go on to travel

internationally with other
tours.
Williams, who later
attended Morehouse Col
lege (he was a classmate of
Martin Luther King, Jr.),
formed his own group, the
Versatiles. A retired dentist
and investment banker, still
residing in St. Petersburg,
Williams still tours with the
Versatiles, although the
line-up has changed. He
also performs as a single
act known as the "Boss
Break." He sees his times at
the Manhattan Casino as
some of the best of his life.
"Imagine playing at the
same place where all these
great musicians were ..."
he says, excitedly reminisc
ing.
Never Missing a Beat
Her house is filled with
memories - 45s of the great
like Billie Holiday and Ella
Fitzgerald line the wall of
one room, along with fami
ly photos of her children
and late husband. Bom in
St.
Petersburg,
Betty
Williams
Fuller
has
remained in the same house
on the quiet streets near
Perkins Elementary for
more than 50 years, and
before that, she resided off
of 4th Ave and 8th St.
South.
Fuller has lived quite a
life in this town, one of the
few who remain to tell an
important part of its story.
At 75, Fuller has seen
much of St. Petersburg

The Gibbs High Revelers became the Casino’s
2nd. house band - playing for more than 20 years.

change, including the rise
and fall of the Black busi
ness district known as "the
deuces," and the emergence
of the Casino.
"I didn’t miss a round,"
says Fuller of the dances
held back then. Fuller was
n’t about slow dancing; her
love of good jazz always
had her moving when it
came time. Fuller was 16
when she first made it to
the Casino, after that, she
was a regular. Despite the
long list of well-known
celebrities that played at
the Casino, Fuller lists the
under appreciated Buddy
Johnson band as her
favorite. "They just knew
had to play jazz," she
recalls. "None of that slow
stuff," she says, laughing.
As the premier spot for
entertainment, the club had
no problem attracting a
crowd. "The Manhattan
Casino was for all ages,"
she adds, "young and old."
Tickets back then used to
be only $2. Fuller fondly

glances over old black and
white photos of herself and
husband Otto. One photo
has her decked out in a
satiny, billowed dress, and
high-heeled shoes. "That
was my pink outfit," she
recalls
smiling.
Otto
stands, suited up, on the
steps of the Casino near the
entrance glancing down at
her, a look of admiration on
his face.
High heels, hats, suits,
everybody got decked out
for a trip to the Casino.
Fuller would attend as part
of her club, Club 51, a
group that enjoyed regular
visits to the hot spot. "They
did all kinda dances," she
says. "The jitterbug, guys
throwing you up in the air
and between their legs,
twisting the hips, rolling
the stomach ..." Memories
began to flood back the
more she talked, her face
lighting up to match the
spark in her eyes.

Manhattan
continued on page 9bh

DO YOU WANT TO BE A HOMEOWNER ?

THE TIME HAS NEVER BEEN BETTER, AND THIS
HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY MAY NEVER COME AGAIN!!
Funds are now available to assist you in purchasing your new home. If you
meet the following guidelines you may be eligible for as much as $58,000 in

0% interest assistance loans to help you buy your new or existing home.
In addition to the loans being 0% interest, the way you repay the assistance
loans is to keep the home as your principal place of residence for 10 years
and then the loans are FORGIVEN.

Here are the guidelines that you will need to meet to be eligible:
• First-time homeowner (must not have owned a home within the past 3
•
•
•
•

#

years)
No felony convictions in the past 7 years
Employed FULLTIME for the past 12 months
Able to qualify for a first mortgage from an approved lender
Gross monthly household income (income from all sources for all occu
pants of your household) must fall within the guidelines below based on
household size:
of occupants
Min. Monthly Income
Max. Monthly Income

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

$1,475
$1,683
$1,896
$2,104
$2,271
$2,442
$2,608
$2,779

“Employee of the Week"

$2,358
$2,692
$3,029
$3,367
$3,638
$3,904
$4,175
$4,446

BEOLA McGEE
34 YEARS OF SERVICE

WHAT DOES THIS REALLY MEAN TO YOU?
Example: A borrower could save as, much as $375 per month on their

monthly mortgage payment if they qualified for $58,000 in 0% forgiven
loans.

Think you might be interested or know of someone who might want to apply?
Call or visit

St. Petersburg Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc.
1640 Dr. Martin L. King Street South
(727) 821-6897

PINELLAS COUNTY

1071 -62nd Ave. S.

51162 East Bay Dr.

1800 - 4th St. N.

6111 - 10th St. S.

HILLSBOROUGH

215- 38th Ave. N.

2645 Ulmerton Rd.

4214 Nebraska Ave.

7246 Central Ave.

2217 - 9th St. S.

7809 Palm River Rd.

5901 Sun Blvd. S.,#112

2200 - 31st St. S.

15102 N. Florida Ave.
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I

have a

hunger

to scale mountains with the power of my voice. Beautiful
melodies, notes and songs that can capture a whole

audience and freeze them in time. My inspiration, Marian
Anderson, taught me that I could use my voice to move
people, not just entertain them. She was more than just an
opera diva, she was a symbol of courage and inspiration.

She was the first African American woman to perform at
the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. She's loved now
as much as she was loved then. Marian Anderson is a

part of my history, American History, Black History.

Marian Anderson (1897-1993)
Her beautiful voice and quiet courage made her a trailblazer
for African American opera singers, classical musicians and

concert recitalists. In 1955 Marian Anderson, already worldfamous, became the first African American woman to perform

at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York City.

Publix,
Celebrating History

02003 Fubfai Super Mortets. ‘
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Aj Jemison - A Passion to Succeed

Jemison counts, as among her glowing achieve
ments, winning the Sophomore class President
office in her first year in high school despite know
ing very few of her classmates when school start
ed, a couple of months before elections.
photos by Barry A. McIntosh

wasn’t a first impression
encounter. Nevertheless,
there has been one thing
that is undeniable about
Jemison... passion! Pas
sion about her job; passion
about her customers; pas
sion about the stores in her
mall, from the large retail
ers to the small owners just
starting out; passion about
her people (she’s AfricanAmerican); passion about
the youth in her communi

a wonderful asset!
It drives the way you
see everything, how you
handle mistakes, how you
deal with adversity, how
you adapt to a changing
environment, and how you
challenge yourself.
A Series of Firsts
That
passion
has
enabled Jemison to be the
first African-American ma
nager of the Kensington
Company, Ltd. in 1982, in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. There,
she was the property Man
ager for the Kensington
Galleria, and two other
office buildings.
In 1987, she became
the first African-American
Retail Construction Coor
dinator for the Portman
Company, when she was
hired at Peachtree Center, a

ty; passion about her fami

2.55 million square foot

mall, once it became fully

ly; passion about life! What

mixed used complex.

functional,

Jemison, while in Junior High School, negotiated
with her principal over the action students should
take when picketers lined the school, “ff students
go home, can they get an excused absence?” she
asked.
by Barry A, Mc Intosh
Challenger General Manager
TAMPA— There are
people that you meet, and
you walk away from that
first impression thinking...
anything from I hope I
never see them again to
what a fun and genuine
person.
I have had the pleasure
of being in the company of
Aj D. Jemison, General
Manager of the Inter
national

Plaza,

several

times, so this last occasion

In 1991, Jemison was
the first African-American
General Manager for a
Corporate Properties Inves
tors property, when she
managed the Aurora Mall,
in Aurora, Colorado. At the
time, Corporate Properties
had approximately 30
malls.
In 1993, The Taubman
Company, hired Jemison as
the first African-American
female manager and pro
moted her to General
Manager in 1996 for one of
their
properties,
the
Fairlane Town Center, in
Dearborn, Michigan. In
August of 2000, Jemison
became the International
Plaza’s first and only
General Manager, as she
handled responsibility of
not only managing the
but

was

accountable for all pre
opening activities.
So would you call Ms.
Jemison a trailblazer? a
ground breaker? Abso
lutely, but there’s so much
more, and in her case, it
really does appear that it
was all about the journey,
not the destination. To
appreciate what Jemison
brings to the table, one has
to understand her, what
makes her tick, and from
whence her passion was
derived.
T/ie Early Years
As we rehashed over
her lifetime of achieve
ments, her earliest recollec
tion, as she now believes,
set the tone for the type of
person she would become.
As an adult she had a re
occurring dream of a baby
and wetting its diaper on
the floor. After her daugh
ter was bom, she men
tioned it to her mother,
Gladys Jefferson. She
found out that before she
was a year old, she would
^slither down the railing of
her crib, and then wet her
self while on the floor,
forcing her parents to
attend to her immediately,
discover she was wet,
change her, and then com
fortably tuck her in her crib
for the remainder of the
night.
In
hindsight,
Jemison concludes her
actions spoke volumes, "I
know what I want when I
want it."
When you look at what

before most kids leam the office. Jemison
alphabet. Her ability to respectfully de
read in kindergarten result dined, and asked if
ed in an enhancement to the the principal could
curriculum at John Bur talk to her outside of the
roughs Elementary in school. After the third
Tulsa, Oklahoma. The fol request, the Principal oblig
lowing year, they began to ed as all eyes were upon the
teach reading to kindergart duo.
ners;
Assuming Jemison’s
In grade school, she influence with the students,
remembers sitting in the he told her there were two
audience in 3rd grade, choices -• go home, or
watching her classmates come inside. After muster
participate in a spelling ing up courage, Jemison
bee, and vowing to herself asked, "If the student’s go
she would be up on the home, can they get an
stage one day. She didn’t excused absence?" Her
make it in 4th or 5th grade, request was ’ granted, as
but perseverance paid off, long as the students signed
and by the 6th grade she a log so parents could be
not only made it to the notified.
stage by winning her
When the students
homeroom class bee, but asked her what she would
she won the school spelling do, she said she would go
bee. She knew what she home, because that would
wanted, and her hard work send a message of support.
enabled her to get it.
Today' over 30 years
From an early age, later, Carver Junior High is
because of her early idols not only still functioning,

the squad.

has happened since then,
one can’t argy^ WMitlwt.

Jemison leafhed to read

One of the unusual brown angels in Jemison’s col
lection; This one is actually made a paper bag.
photo by Barry A. McIntosh

Nearly 200 stores and incredible restaurants.
100 completely new to Tampa Bay.
Only at International Plaza will you find such an extraordinary
combination of stores, restaurants and amenities. And only at Bay
Street, our vibrant outdoor village, will you find a unique dining
destination that's open a little later for a lot more fun. Come see
fbr yourself. Visit us at West Shore & Boy Scout Blvds., adjacent to
Tampa International Airport, or online at shopinternationalplaza.cem
NORDSTROM

NEIMAN

MARCUS

LORD

International Plaza

ANO

BAY

STREET

Shopping and dining have
never met like this.

&

TAYLOR

DILLARD'S

to
get it.
As a jun
ior in High School, she
only needed 1 credit to
graduate but instead of tak
ing Summer school and
graduating a year early as
everyone suggested, she
opted to attend a different
high school for her senior
year. Why? Because she
didn’t want to take the
attention away from her
older brother’s senior year,
and she wanted to attend
Booker T. Washington
High School, which was
THE Black high school in
Tulsa.
Her senior year was
Washington’s second year
of integration. Only those
with a 3.5 or better GPA
could be accepted, other
than those grandfathered
in. Her mother gave her
one condition to attend,
that her younger brother
Robert had to be accepted
as well. Jemison convinced
Washington that it was in
their best interests to accept
Robert, despite his not
being academically eligi
ble. He would be a great
asset to their athletic and
music program, and surely
they wouldn’t want to pass
up on getting her, with her
nearly perfect 4.0 GPA.
She had already tried out
for a majorette position at
Booker T. and had made

Robert F. Kennedy Martin
Luther King, Jr., and
Thurgood Marshall, she
wanted to be in politics. It
took a tragedy to change
her aspirations. The night
that Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. died, she recounts
telling her mother, "I don’t
want to run the country
anymore, I don’t want to be
a politician." It was too dif
ficult to reconcile how
someone who lived by non
violence could be violently
killed. She lamented, "if
they killed him, they’ll kill
me. I’m nobody by com
parison."
Because of her scholas
tic achievements and abili
ty to blend in well with stu
dents of all backgrounds,
she found herself in a lead
ership role. One occasion
was when a neighboring
Black junior high school,
George
Washington
Carver, was picketing the
potential decision to close
the school. The Carver
protests spread to outside
Jemison’s school as well,
Theodore Roosevelt Junior
High. Roosevelt students
had to decide if they would
break the line. To Jemison’s
surprise, Roosevelt’s prin
cipal petitioned her to
come into the school to his

but it is now one of the best
magnet schools in Tulsa.
Jemison is quick to point
out, that "kids on the South
side [white] are on the
waiting list to get in.
Because of her leader
ship role in the picketing at
Roosevelt, Jemison was
nicknamed Angela Davis,
the famous female activist
of the day, since her first
two initials are A.D.
Despite relinquishing
her
political
dreams,
Jemison was compelled to
run for Sophomore Class
President... and won. The
elections were held just a
couple months after school
started, and though she was
a sophomore this was her
first year in a high school
where the majority of the
students didn’t know her.
Hence, she says today,
"That to me was probably
the most significant office I
have ever held because of
what it meant... I could not
have won with just the
votes from kids I knew in
Junior High." She had to
get kids that were total
strangers, to believe in her.
She credits the victory to
her creativity, and always
addressing students on rel
evant issues. She knew
what she wanted, and how

Her argument

was convincing, and she
? Snd' brother Robert both
graduated from Booker T.
Washington. She was con
tinuing to hone her negotia
tions skills.
A Major Decision
Changes Her Life
Upon graduation, she
was now faced with the
most major decision of her
young life.
Her boyfriend asked
her to be his bride, and
move with him to Kansas,
where he received a schol
arship to play basketball
the year before at a small
college called MacPherson.
Jemison on the other hand
was awarded a 4 year
Presidential scholarship to
attend Phillips University
in Enid, Oklahoma.
She let her heart chart
her course and accepted her
boyfriend’s proposal. There
was only one problem.
Because of the lateness of
her decision, there were no
scholarships available at
MacPherson. It was negoti
ation time again. She
turned down a student loan,
realizing that someone with
a 3.92 GPA deserved a
scholarship; Because her
husband was highly re
cruited, she leveraged their
need for him with her need
to get a scholarship.
They "found" some
money, and with some
additional funds that Jemi
son’s mother was able to
come up with through her
contacts back in Tulsa,
along with a little work
study, her first year at
MacPherson was set... or
so it seemed.
Three months later, the
newlywed bride got preg
nant. Within a very short
period of time, she left

Jemison
continued on page 8bh
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her A.A. degree.

“Leap Of Faith” by Thomas Blackshear is one of
Jemison’s favorites, along with the plate painting
of another Blackshear creation, “The Guardian.”
photos by Barry A. McIntosh

lemison
continued from page 7bh

home for the first time, got
married, had to get accli
mated to college life, and
was now pregnant. She
remembers having a last
semester, class on a
Wednesday, receiving her
first labor pains when leav
ing school at 1:00 p.m.,
giving birth at 8:42 p.m.,
and being back at school
taking final exams on
Monday morning.
When her husband
decided to enlist in the
armed forces after his sophamore
year,
Jemison
arrived at the first real’turn
ing point in her life. Being
a military wife was not
what she wanted, and the
two were separated.
A Renewed Focus
Back at home in Tulsa,
with newborn daughter,
Franchiel, she moved in
with her grandmother, to
avoid burdening her par
ents who still had two sons
and a young daughter at
dome. Jemison was now
more focused than ever
aefore. She immediately
enrolled into -Tulsa Junior
College, where it would
;ake some seven years to
get her A. A. degree.
She learned something
yery valuable about that
first year away from home,

and the subsequent dissolu
tion of her marriage. "It let
me know that each decision
that I make, I have to live
with. So today I try harder
to think before I speak, and
before I do." Instead of let
ting her emotions drive her
decisions, she adds, "I take
a breath, because a breath
represents a thought." That
allows her to truly think
things through.
While attending the
Junior College in Tulsa at
night, and working full
time, Jemison also went
back to her roots, and con
tinued to work part time
- when she could, and during
the Summer, full time, in a
variety of retail settings at
Dillard’s Department Store.
Her mother worried about
her lack of a social life, but
as Jemison stated, "party
ing was not an option."
However, despite devoting
herself to her career and her
daughter, she managed to
meet another gentleman
who became her second
husband some three years
after returning to Tulsa.
Within four years, her sec
ond child, Houston, was
bom. Another birth would
conjure up memories of a
college institution - She
was seven months pregnant
with her son when she
walked on stage to receive

Being in the Right
Place
It was at this time that
Jemison came into associa
tion with the Kensington
Company, a property man
agement company in Tulsa.
Her boss was chosen to be
the General Manager of a
new mall the company
decided to build, and took
her along with her, and
Jemison ended up working
in Leasing. She says, what
happened in the span of 18
months was clearly a case
of being "jn the right place,
[at the] right time, [with
the] right background." As
the mall neared its opening,
the construction director
needed a construction coor
dinator to oversee the open
ing of all the stores, and
hence a second promotion.
Once the mall opened they
needed someone to be the
property manager, and that
too was awarded to her.
Her trail was thus
burned for the path she
would follow to this day,
but not without much more
effort and sacrifice.
A second divorce, a
depressed economy fueled
by the oil crisis of ’86, and
Jemison’s first major move
to strike it on her own
brought her to Atlanta,
Georgia.
On Her Own
Before moving to
Atlanta, she attended an
international shopping cen
ter conference, and found
that she appeared to be the
only Black female out of
the 1000 that attended. She
then realized she was in the
right niche.
In Atlanta, her associa
tion with the Portman
Company as a Construction
Coordinator from ‘87 ‘89, and Intershop Real
Estate Services from ’89 ’91 led her to what she now
equates to "getting on stage
for the spelling bee." Her
goal was to manage a mall
that had 1 million square
feet by the time she turned
40, and she reached her
goal six years earlier at the
age of 34, in 1991 when
she moved to Denver.
Realized Goal Opens
New Doors
She and her two chil
dren moved to Denver,
Colorado, where she faced
much more challenges than
managing a mall. The
experience thrust her into
another avenue to channel
her energies, focusing on
youth. The Aurora Mall
was in Aurora, Colorado,
which housed an institution
for displaced gang mem
bers from California.
Jemison became ex
tremely community mind
ed, an activity she vigor
ously pursues to this day.
She served on the Aurora
Gang Task Force, and its
success received national
recognition. But it’s the
small stories that matter
most to Jemison. During a
panel discussion she was
moved by the tragic revela
tions of one gang member,
so much so, that she
approached him afterward
and said to him "I offer you
my ear... only if you are
open to offering me yours."
As so many who have
never been given a reason
to trust, their relationship
was a slow one to cultivate,
but one that has brought
rich blessings to both par
ties. Jemison is like a big
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possession she had. At the
party, guests were asked to
bring with them one brown
angel. After the party, she
had over 200 angels, truly a
moving experience she
relates.
Today, she is living her
dream, managing what will
become the largest mall of
her career, after upcoming
additions will be made to
the 1.26 million square foot
International Plaza, with a
new hotel slated to open at
the mall in Spring 2004.
Jemison very modestly
says that in all her travels
around the country, and
After a major turning point in her life, Jemison
20+
years of experience,
vowed, “...I try harder to think before I speak...I
she appears to be one of a
take a breath, because a breath represents a
handful of African-Amer
thought.”
icans managing the larger
photo by Barry A. McIntosh
sister to "Jones," and has her adult life, she has sur size malls, which number a
watched him get his life rounded
herself with little over 1000.
back together.
Enjoying Success "brown angels."
More Mountains to
They continue to com
In her home today, she
Climb
municate to this day, says, they are everywhere,
The International Cou-'
despite Jemison’s later sculptures, paintings/ and
move to Detroit, and now, fixtures you can’t imagine. ncil of Shopping Centers
Tampa. During the million In her office, she proudly (ICSC) published a study in
man
march,
Jemison displays some of her its August 2002 publica
Gilbert Young’s painting “He Ain’t Heavy,” repre
remembers getting a phone favorite "brown angels," tion. Of the 3600 possible
sents what each of us should do to help our broth
call from "Jones" who said such as "The Guardian" malls across the county,
ers and sisters, says Jemison.
to her from the site, "I’m and "Leap of Faith" by 1182 qualified as either a
photo by Barry A. McIntosh
regional or a super regional
here with all my brothers, Thomas Blackshear.
tor both the 2001 and 2002 quer. She is currently com
but I want you to know, that
But the most memo mall. In the broadest of holiday season averaged pleting her first inspira
I’m here because of you, I rable and touching "brown terms, the Council defined double digit increases. Not tional book entitled, JustAj:
never would have dreamed angel" of her life was when a regional mall as being bad for a mall that caters to Simply Stated, due out in
that I could be here, or that daughter Franchiel sur 400 - 800,000 square feet, the middle to upper class. the spring.
I should be here." You prised her at her going and super regional malls as Not bad in an economy that
Whatever lies ahead,
CAN touch a life. And it away party in Detroit, being larger. The Inter appears tp be slowing down and wherever her passion
can make a difference in appearing in a striking national Plaza is thus one and weakening month by takes her, she will always
your life too.
white African Bridal gown, of 61.1 super regional malls, month. Not bad for a new fry to live by her own
New Mall - New
with white feathered angel across the nation.
comer to the Tampa Bay words. "Whenever we feel
This past holiday sea area. Not bad for an
Challenges
wings attached.
our faith is being tested, we
When Jemison was
The going away party son, while we , heard of African-American female just need to stop, take a
courted repeatedly before was especially memorable reports of one of the most leading the charge.
breath and feel that the
she accepted the position at for Jemison, because three' dismal seasons nationally,
Despite a life of great breath is- coming from an
a mall 50% larger than the years earlier, a home fire Jemison was happy tp accomplishments, Jemison angel, knowing the breath
Aurora Mall from a com destroyed every material report that International has more mountains to con- blows serenity into us."
i,Plaza stores that were here
peting organization, she
was again thrust into a dif
ficult situation. At the
Fairlane Town Center in
Dearborn, Michigan, race
was a major issue. Despite
the percentage of Blacks in
Dearborn being no more
than 1%, 40% of its cus
tomers wqre Blacks from
adjacejit Detroit. The city
of Dearborn had a long his
tory df racial bigotry and
prejudice. So mindsets had
to be changed, and cus
tomer demographics had to
play a larger factor in how
the Mall dealt with its cus
tomers.
Again, Jemison’s pres
ence was felt as mall man
agement, and security staff,
increased minority repre
sentation greatly during her
seven years there. Jemison
has chosen to use her influ
ence to bring about change
that respects the fact that
customers are from differ
ent backgrounds, ethnici
ties and color.
She has continued her
ardent interest in children
and community here in the
Tampa Bay area. She says,
"I believe in going into the
school system. I believe in
going into the community."
She spends a lot of time
talking to schools and has
joined several organiza
For additional information, please contact us at
tions and boards in her first
Phone; (727) 823-1885 or Fax; (727)823-7521
2.5 years in Tampa.
Brown Angels
As Jemison looks back
Email: spcrene0tampabay.rr.com
on the turns and twists of
her career, she believes
there has been one con
stant. What has pulled her
through, given her solace,
and provided inspiration is
her firm belief that she and
the lives of her children
Funded by the Department Of Health
have been protected by
angels. She so strongly
believes, that for most of
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Services Provided by the
Community Based Health Education Project Are:

• FREE CONFIDENTIAL HIV TESTING
• FREE PREVENTION SEMINARS

• FREE EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

• FREE HIV/AIDS, STD, TB, AND HEPATITIS
TRAINING UPDATES

• HIV/AIDS 101-104 TRAININGS

AND UPDATES

• HIV/AIDS 501 -505 TRAININGS
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Manhattan
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ing the years.

continued from page 6bh

Most impor
tantly, it can be

Now 75, Fuller gradu
ated with fellow classmate
Al Williams at Gibbs High
School. She has nothing
but praise for the efforts Al
Downing made in forming
the school’s band, which
would regularly play at the
casino. "It was a great
time," she says.

said that the play

reflects the gen
uine spirit of sur
vival

during

the

times, as reminisced by

Bringing It AU Back
As St. Petersburg
began to go through a new
era
of change,
the
Manhattan Casino could
not last. The club once
known for its good times
and memories closed its
doors in 1968, as interstate
construction began on 1-75

L-R: John Borges, ex-NFL player Henry Lawrence, and Frank Burns all star
in the “Manhattan Casino.”
photo by Candace Clarke

and the thriving energy of
"the deuces" began to die
down.
Fortunately enough,

THE ST. PETERSBURG BRANCH
NAACP
DARRYL E. ROUSON, PRESIDENT
The St. Petersburg Branch NAACP, wishes to
jn the dedicated members, the community
and all persons that have lent support since the
beginning of this current administration.
The branch will be moving to gain diversity in
u workplace, on boards of large corporations,
banks and other highly visible institutions. A
mindset change needs to take place, focusing on
diversity ana inclusion of all people across the
board.

Since 1909 the NAACP’s principal objectives
have been to ensure the politicak educational,
social and economic equality of all persons, and
to eliminate racial prejudice through the demo
cratic process.
The St. Petersburg Branch NAACP is proud to
follow in the footsteps of our courageous leaders
of times past, and to continue to uphold theright
to a life of dignity and equality for all in St.
Petersburg.
Please join us in the fight, and help us meet our
goal of 1000 attendees, as we host the 70th
Annual Freedom Fund Award Banquet, at
Tropicana Dome, June 7, 2003.

however, the spirit of the
Casino
has
survived
enough to be brought back,
if only temporarily, as "The
Manhattan Casino" musical
is set to re-emerge. The
Coliseum will host the
musical production, with
tonight as the opening. A
limited engagement, there
will be only nine other per
formances, running now
through March 2.
Norman Jones, Chall
enger columnist and a
member of LiveArts, is
thrilled with what the pro
duction means for the com
munity. "It’s created quite
an interest between all
members of the communi
ty," Jones recently said.
"It’s nostalgia for AfricanAmericans, and a curiosity
for white Americans,"
adding, "‘The Manhattan
Casino’ is a great produc
tion for its cultural and his
torical value."
"We have a lot of talent
here," boasts Bob Devin
Jones, watching the cast

put on the finishing touches
during the last rehearsals.
Jones, who wrote the musi
cal, co-contributed lyrics
with renowned stage and
film actress Michele Lamar
Richards (The Bodyguard),
and co-directed with the
production’s award win
ning
playwright
Bill
Leavengood (Webb’s City:
The Musical). Jones him
self is famous for his play
"Uncle Bends, a home
cooked Negro narrative,"
which he’s performed
nationally.
The 32 member cast,
which has spent the last
four weeks in rehearsal,
will move to the choreogra
phy of Paulette Walker
Johnson as they tell the tale
of the early post-war era,
filled with drama, humor,
and everything in-between.
Among this exciting cast
includes former Oakland
Raider Henry Lawrence,
who won three Super bowl
Championships with the
team during his 1974 -

Musicians Al Williams and Buster Cooper
1986 career with them.
Lawrence’s role has him
playing the character of
Rat, the Casino manager, a
man he describes as a
"sharp dresser, a bit of a
ladies man, and a guy who

was dealing with the chal
lenges of the day." The play
revolves around an aspiring
musician, the dreams of a
young singer, and the hard
ships faced by the AfricanAmerican community dur-

those such as Betty Fuller
and Al Williams - the
strength of support found in
faith and optimism despite
the many obstacles brought
on by oppression, econom
ic strife, and other troubles
fueled by racial inequality.
With the re-emergence of
"The Manhattan Casino,"
there is, once more, a
revival of that great sense
of community.
To purchase tickets for
the Manhattan Casino
musical, call Ticketmaster
at (813)287-8844, or con
tact the Coliseum Box
Office at (727)892-5202,
Prices range from $15-$35,
with night club-style seat
ing available.

642 22nd. Street South, The Manhattan Casino’s old address, once was the
“hot spot” of African-American nightlife.
photo by Candace Clarke

Two Poems by Lewis H.

Latimer

Friends
Friend of my childhood,
Of life's early days
When together we
wandered
Through bright sunny ways
Each true to the other,
Till full manhood came,
And found the old
friendship
As ever the same.
Came summer and winter,
Years waxed and waned.
Youth it had left us
But friendship remained.
And now as with white locks
I bend o'er life's page,
The friend of my
childhood
Is the friend of my age.
Ebon Venus
Let others boast of
maidens fair,
Of eyes of blue and golden
hair;
My heart like needles ever
true
Turns to the maid of ebon
hue.
I love her form of
matchless grace,
The dark brown beauty of
her face,
Her lips that speak of love's
delight,
Her eyes that gleam as stars
at night.
O'er marble Venus let them
rage,
Who sets the fashions of the
age;
Each to his taste, but as for
me,
My Venus shall be ebony.

trL

IF YOU MISSED
THIS HBO TELEVISON SPECIAL
THERE WILL BE
AN ENCORE PRESENTATION
COURTESY OF HBO AND
THE FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM
AT
THE PALLADIUM THEATER
ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24,
AT 7:00 PM.

Unchained Memories
iS FROM IHP. slave NARRATIVES
:

. -AO..

tWSfet*. ""Wh«hi«

,

PREMIERES MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10 at 8pm/7c ,
Davis/M by

FOR
FREE TICKETS CALL:
727-822-3590
PALLADIUM
THEATER
253 FIFTH AVENUE NORTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

SamiM L. Jmksok, Vanfssa k VVu.t iams

The St. PetersburgTimes is the Official Print Media Sponsor of the PALLADIUM Theater.
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Children Are Naturally Inquisitive

Arthur Ashe - His Legacy Will Live On

Near the end of his illustrious life, Ashe takes a
family photo with wife Jeane and their daughter
Camera.
(BLACK PR WIRE)He never saw Venus and
Serena dominate the tennis
court. He never saw the
current day success of the
grassroots USA Tennis
National Junior Tennis
League (NJTL) organiza
tion he co-founded in 1969.
But Arthur Ashe’s legacy
lives on in the Williams sis
ters, as well as past, present
and
future
AfricanAmerican professional ten
nis players - from Zina
Garrison, Malivai Wash
ington, James Blake and
Chanda Rubin to Jamea
Jackson
and
Phillip
Simmonds.
Ten years after Arthur
Ashe passed away on
February 6, 1993, the mere
mention of him still elicits
feelings of reverence and
reflection. His name, syn
onymous with integrity,
dignity and class, graces
the stadium at the USTA
National Tennis Center in
Flushing, N.Y. His USA
Tennis NJTL program is
flourishing and Arthur
Ashe Kids’ Day Presented
by Aetna has evolved into
an annual star-studded
kickoff to the US Open,
raising more than $2.5 mil
lion over the past six years.
Ashe was one of tennis’
greatest ambassadors both
on and off the court. He
was the first AfricanAmerican man to win the
US Open in 1968 and went
on to win 33 titles in his
career
including
the
Australian Open in 1970
and Wimbledon in 1975.
Off the court, Ashe worked
tirelessly to eliminate
racism and poverty around
the world, particularly in
segregated South Africa.
He also devoted countless
time and effort to creating
tennis opportunities for
youngsters from all back
grounds.
In 1969, Ashe co
founded the USA Tennis

NJTL program to provide
economically disadvan
taged youth the opportunity
to leam tennis. Today, the
program continues to flour
ish as a training ground for
young stars. Fueled by
USA Tennis NJTL success
stories like Venus and
Serena Williams and grass
roots efforts by the United
States Tennis Association
(USTA), USA Tennis NJTL
registered chapters rose
16.5 percent from 860 in
2001 to 934 in 2002.
"I was impressed more
by Arthur's off court
achievements than how
well he could hit a tennis
ball," said Mal Wash
ington, a former profes
sional and one of only three
African-Americans ever to
play Davis Cup for the
United States. "There are a
lot of tennis players who
won more majors than
Arthur but I can't think of a
single player who has
impacted the world com
munity as much as he did
and still does. Whether it
was, his , dedication to.
youth, fighting AIDS, or
fighting for human rights,
he realized his purpose on
earth went far beyond hit
ting a tennis ball. That to
me is inspirational."

Australian Open. The
Williams vs. Williams
Women’s US Open Final
was the top-rated sports
program on Saturday,
September 7 with a 7.2 rat
ing.
Rising star James
Blake honed his game
while playing in the
Harlem Junior Tennis
Program and won his first
professional tournament in
2002 — beating Andre
Agassi in the semifinals
and improving his world
ranking from No. 212 in
2000 to No. 28 in 2002.
Blake attended Harvard
University where he was
the No. 1 player in the col
lege rankings and was
named "Rookie of the
Year" for the 2000 World
Team Tennis season. He
was also selected by People
magazine as "the Sexiest
Athlete of the Year" for
2002.
"Arthur Ashe is truly a
role model in every sense
of the word to all people,
not just tennis players. He
used his fame and fortune
for good and to help others.
Instead of selfishly just tak
ing, he chose to give back
and did so to amazing
lengths. He overshadowed
his amazing tennis career
with being a much more
admirable person, and that
is a goal I believe that any
person can look up to and
aim for." - James Blake,
Member of the U.S. Davis
Cup Team and highestranking African-American
man in the ATP rankings.
With visible players
like the Williams sisters
and Blake leading the way,
interest in tennis among

Ashe’s legacy is car
ried on today by some of
the most talented players
on the professional tennis
circuit,
including the
Williams sisters and James
Blake. Venus Williams is
currently ranked No. 2 in
the world and has won four
career Grand Slam singles
championships. In 2002,
Serena Williams captured
three Grand Slam titles —
the
French
Open,
Wimbledon and the US
Open. The world was
watching when she beat her
older sister Venus in the
finals of all three Grand
Slams and the 2003

Big Brothers Big Sisters

of the United Stated Tennis
Association. "Arthur used
his tennis celebrity status to
embrace issues of world
wide importance, including
racial discrimination, AIDS
awareness and humanitari
anism. Certainly, there
have been players who
have earned more titles, but
few who have ever earned
more respect. All of those
things figured prominently
in the USTA's decision to
name, America's greatest
tennis stage in his honor,
the Arthur Ashe Stadium at
the US Open."
It has been ten years
since the world lost Arthur
Ashe. But his legacy and
spirit of inspiration will
live on forever.
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Diamond

Black

Fredrick

McKissack-

Until Jackie Robinson
broke baseball’s color bar
rier, African Americans
were shut out of the nation
al pastime. Leam about
how these talented men
formed their own leagues
and played under second
rate conditions, yet stepped
onto the field with a "major
league" game. ($5.99)
Rap

•

Tap:

Tap

a

Think of That by Diane &
Dillon- Sing, dance
and read along with the
delightful biography of
legendary entertainer, Bill
"Bojangles"
Robinson.
($15.95)

Leo

• Great Black Heroes

Series:
dom

Five

Bold

Free

by

Wade

Fighters

From Harriet
Tubman to Medgar Evans
the
contributions
of
extraordinary people come
to life in these accessible
biographies. ($3.99)

Hudson-

•

Time

Pieces:

The

Book of Times by Virginia

Leam about
past eras through the daily
life of a young African-'
American girl. ($16.95)

Hamilton-

• Through My Eyes by

Ruby
Bridges’ personal account
of being a part of history the integration of New
Orleans’ public schools.
($16.95).

Ruby

Bridges-

Lgning

122 Sixth Street South
St Petersburg, FL 33701
(727) 896-4566/896-4576 fax
e-mail chaslom@aol.com
web site; www.chaslo.com

(Faith (Based

Fiterary

Become a Big Brother,
Big Sister or Big Couple
Spend a little time and
Share the magic

Bxtravaganza

|

8:00 A.M. - 10:30 A.M.

j

Contemporary novels with a
Spiritual Twist...

•
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1st 100 people register to win •
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set of TYLER PERRY’S |

Have coffee with a TenonaC ToucH

■

DVD’s or VHS - a $100+ value!1

Minister Richard Guess
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Located At
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St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
SPECIAL SHOWING:
February 24, 2003
HBO UNCHAINED MEMORIES
Readings from the Slave Narratives
THE PALLADIUM
7 p.m. - FREE

See us for atf your graduation needs!

We also offer mounted wall plaques for
'lifetime" preservation of your diploma.

Victoria Christopher Murray

Little moments — Big magic

We want to help you celebrate
and remember this important event.

★Farsonafized Announcements
★Name Cards/ScaTs
★Thank You Notes
★Open House Cards
★Memory Bcoks/Jewtfry
★Ritfons/Ptirty Favors
★Napkins and much morel

Patricia Haley

of Pinellas County

Graduates!

Marrli

African-Americans contin
ues to grow. AfricanAmerican participation in
the USA Tennis 1-2-3 pro
gram - a pathway for
beginning players - consti
tuted 23.2 percent of all
participants in 2002, almost
double the percentage of
African-Americans in the
United States (12.3 per
cent, according to the 2000
U.S. Census). Ashe would
have surely been proud.
"Arthur Ashe was a
man of principle who never
shied away from taking a
stand for those things he
felt to be right, and yet he
was never self-righteous.
He was a hero in the truest
sense of the word," said
Alan Schwartz, President

complete list of the best
book titles and other great
parenting tips log-on to
www.scholastic.com.
Some terrific Black His
tory Month titles include:

Ashe’s Legacy Lives On

2 Off,

PraMtitM, tee.

Ashe talks with NeIson Mandela

B

Congratulations

^2^

1985: Arthur Ashe is handcuffed by Washington,
D.C., police after an anti-apartheid protest outside
the South African embassy

Children are naturally uniqueness of others.
• Explain the Past
inquisitive and trying to
Help children feel
make sense of the world.
proud
of their family back
Black History Month in
February is a wonderful ground. Draw up a family
time for parents to talk to tree or ask relatives to
kids about diversity. Kids share stories about their
need to understand that family’s past.
• Explore Expression
even though people may
Talk to kids about
look very different, they
are really alike in many which words are okay to
use when angry with some
ways.
According to Judsen one and which ones' are
Culbreth, Scholastic par not. Teach children to
enting expert and Editorial express their feelings by
Director of Scholastic naming offending behav
Custom Family Publishing, iors rather than labeling
"All adults play a crucial people.
role in helping children
• Teach Equality
Discourage children
understand that everyone
in some way is different from thinking that certain
from each other and that kinds of differences make
these difference are to be people "better" than anoth
appreciated. Children are er. If a child is comparing
not bom prejudice - if it people based on how they
occurs, it has been learned look - whether they are tall
and certainly can be or short, whether their skin
unlearned with support is light or dark - you can
from a caring adult."
remind them that "taller is
Scholastic Parent and just taller, not better" or
Child Magazine™ Maga that "no one is better than
zine offers the following anyone else because of the
tips to help parents talk to color of his. skin."
their children about diver
• Take Cultural Field
sity and multi-culturalism.
Trips
For tips and advice on
Plan trips to the muse
other parenting topics, visit um that are culturally and
the
Family
Site
at linguistically relevant to
www.schoalstic.com:
your child. Culture and art
• Be Good Role Models
can be good ways to help
Parents should exam educate children about who
ine personal attitudes about they are and where they
diversity and cultures, come from.
since these attitudes will be
• Read Books About
mirrored in their child’s
Diversity
life.
Parents Can read biog
• Understand Uniqueness raphies of African Amer
Help children under icans to or with their chil
stand that it is okay to talk dren or other great books
about differences. Parents that can initiate conversa
should point out the tions about diversity. For a

Through April 27, 2003

February 14 - April 30, 2003

ART FOR THE PEOPLE:
SOVIET REAL1SM
March 7 - May 4, 2003
WOMEN OF OUR TIME: 20TH CENTURY
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE SMITHSONI IAN NAT1ONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY

\L

*

100 Second Street North, SL Petersburg •
(727) 822-3693 • www.floridamuseum,org

RCG

SPOKEN WORD ARTISTS
(Marni Williams & S. James Guitard)

| Recording Artist, Composer J
Writer, Arranger

Gifts, Prizes and Refreshments

THE MYSTIQUE OF THE MOTORCYCLE
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Quotes On The Life and Legacy of Arthur Ashe

"I was grateful to have
the opportunity to award
Arthur Ashe a posthumous
Presidential Medal of
Freedom during my first
year in office. His place as
one of the greatest tennis
players in history is secure,
but that was just one
dimension of an amazingly
rich life. Never allowing
himself to be defined by
tennis alone, he champi
oned against racial dis
crimination on behalf of
African-American tennis
players and took the first
visionary steps to combat
the socially debilitating
stigma associated with
HIV/AIDS, the disease that
eventually ended his life.
On the tenth anniversary of
his death, we are reminded
of our own responsibilities
to forge ahead down the
path he blazed, toward a
world where inequalities
are erased and people can
finally be judged on the
merit of their minds and
hearts rather than the color
of their skin or the status of
their health. Arthur Ashe is
an American hero, and an
inspiration to all of us com
mitted to building this bet
ter world." - President
Bill Clinton

"Arthur Ashe’s integri
ty and courage remind us
all of what the possibilities
are for an athlete who cares
about the larger world.
Ashe not only changed ten
nis, but he enriched the
lives of all those with
whom he came into contact
with." - Former U.S.
Senator Bill Bradley

"Arthur Ashe is truly a
role model in every sense
of the word to all people,
not just tennis players. He
used his fame and fortune
for good and to help others,
lnstead of selfishly just tak
ing, he chose to give back
and did so to amazing
lengths. He overshadowed
his amazing tennis career
with being a much more
admirable person, and that
is a goal 1 believe that any
person can look up to and
aim for." - James Blake,
Member of the U.S. Davis
Cup Team and highestranking African-Amer
ican man in the ATP
rankings.

"My first experience in
Davis Cup was when
Arthur invited me to be a
Davis Cup practice partner
when I was I junior player
in 1983 when the USA
played against Ireland.
Now, exactly 20 years later,
to be in the position that he
held with such dignity and
class is a real privilege.
What I find interesting and
noble about Arthur and his
tennis career is that he held
the Davis Cup and repre
senting his country at the
highest level. After he won
Wimbledon in 1975, he
still said that winning the
Davis Cup for the United
States was a more memo
rable moment for him." Patrick McEnroe, Cap
tain of the U.S. Davis Cup
Team.

"Even with all of the
grace and talent Arthur
brought to tennis, I will
always remember that he
did so much off the court to
help humanity. Arthur and
"It's great his legacy
I cared a lot about many of continues after all these
the same things and while years. He was a wonderful
we often had different« humanitarian and sports
approaches we were al icon who has had a tremen
ways comparing notes to dous influence. It's also
make sure that the job was wonderful to see the pro
getting done. He and I grams that bear his name
talked a lot about making
still continue and remain
tennis more hospitable. We
successful. The ideals he
saw it as our job make sure
promoted will hopefully
everyone felt welcome in
live on for a long time." our sport and that no one
was left standing at the Chanda Rubin, Former
door. I know he is watching U.S. Olympic and Fed
down on all of us as we all Cup Team Member, who
try to carry .on with his is one of four Africandreams and I hope he real American women ranked
ly sees what a great contri in the Top 20 of the WTA
bution he made to tennis rankings.
and to humanity." - Billie
Jean King, U.S. Fed Cup
Captain and tennis leg
end.

"Arthur always has
been and will continue to
be a mentor to me. Beyond
the serve and volley game,
Arthur taught me through
his example, how to be a
humanitarian. 1 can only
hope to fill half of his
shoes. And I say that
because
he
always
impressed upon me to be
more than a good tennis
player but to be a good per
son."
- Zina Garrison,
1990 Wimbledon finalist,
1988 Olympic Gold Med
alist and member of the
USTA Board of Directors.

"I met Arthur when I
was eight years old at a
charity tennis event for
Bjorn Borg's comeback.
Arthur was a television
commentator. He talked to
me about school, not ten
nis. He told me that words
would take me miles and
miles and to continue to
support my mother's goal
to make education a priori
ty. I remember squinting
up at his face and the sun
was right behind him when
he spoke to me. My moth
er said I told her he looked
like an angel with a halo.
He called our house a few
times while I was growing
up and he always had time
to ask about me. At the
time of his death I didn't
really understand what a
legend meant. Now, after
miles and miles of words, I
understand."
1999
Wimbledon semifinalist
Aleandra Stevenson

William H. Hastie - Civil Liberties
Pioneer-------------------------------------

William H. Hastie

by Barry A, Mc Intosh
Challenger General Manager
Before he came along,
no African-American had
ever been appointed a fed
eral judgeship, the armed
forces were segregated;
there were few Black offi
cers in the armed forces
with no truly visible mech
anisms for their training,
and poll taxes prohibited
poor Blacks from voting in
the South.
All that changed and
more with the presence and
influence of William Henry
Hastie.
Hastie was bom to edu
cated
parents,
on
November 17, 1904, in
Knoxville, TN. His father,
also
named
William,
attended Ohio Wesleyan
and Howard Universities.
Unfortunately, because of
his skin color, he was
unable to find work in
either of his fields of study,
as an actuary nr-^arma-

cist. But this -didn’t deter
him, for he became the first
African-American to be
appointed a clerk in the
Pension Office for the
United States government.
His mother, Roberta was a
schoolteacher, after receiv
ing her education at Fisk
University.
His parents early on
instilled in him the impor
tance of education and
maintaining human dignity.
So instead of having him
ride segregated street cars
to his elementary school,
they bought a horse and
buggy for his travel to and
from school. When older,

he walked and ran the 3
miles to and from school
from South Knoxville to
Mechanicsville.
This
proved to be a training
ground for him later on. In
college he excelled in ath
letics, and was a star runner
for the track team.
In 1921, he graduated
from Dunbar High School
as their valedictorian, and
repeated the academic
achievement as the valedic
torian at Amherst College
in 1925. Along the way he
associated with two other
icons in American history.
One of his classmates at
Dunbar was Charles Drew,
pioneer of blood plasma
preservation, and his cre
ative writing teacher at
Amherst was Robert Frost.
Despite earning a fellow
ship for continued study at
either the University of
Paris or England’s Oxford
University, he decided to
remain in the United States
to earn money so he could ,
attend law school. He
promptly taught mathemat
ics and science at an insti
tution for Black youth in
New Jersey. His plan
worked, and in 1927, he
entered Harvard Law
School. He eventually
became only the second
Black to be an editor of the
Harvard Law Review. Out
of a class of 690, Hastie
graduated number fourteen
in 1930.
At this same time, the
NAACP
was
putting
together a strategy to stamp
out racism in America.
Hastie planned to give the

Brothers and Sisters

As we celebrate
Black History month,
let us endeavor to make
EVERY month

Thb Royal thbatbh
Boys & Girls Clubs
SALUTBS THB LEGACY OP

AFRICAN-AMERICAN
HISTORY

keep the dream alive and
make dreame come true
for the children”
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Wishing you a blessed 2003.
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organization his
full support. As a
result he represented
the NAACP in numerous
cases.
Simultaneously,
Hastie started teaching law
at Howard University. By
1931, he began practicing
law in Washington, and a
year later he earned a doc
torate
from
Harvard
University. One notable
case he took on for the
NAACP was against North
Carolina over salary dis
crimination against Black
teachers.
In 1933, he began a
long and distinguished
career with the United
States government, when
he was appointed Assistant
Solicitor by Secretary of
the Interior, Harold L.
Ickes.
By 1937, he became
the first African-American
to be awarded a federal
judgeship when he was
appointed judge of the U.S.
District Court for the
Virgin Islands. This was
especially notable since at
the time, the Virgin Islands
had a population that was
90% Black.
Two years later, after
his term expired, he was
back at Howard University;
this time as a dean and pro
fessor of law. His stint with
Howard was abbreviated
by a return to the govern
ment. In November 1940,
he became an aide to the
Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson. Hastie realized
this post could have a dra
matic impact. His job was
to advise Stimson on the
role of African-Americans
in the armed forces, and as
a result of his efforts,
Blacks started to increase
in numbers in the army and
the air force.
Hastie’s return to the
government became a frus
trating one. The armed
forces were segregated.
Whites were also awarded
the more prestigious posi
tions. Hastie’s concerns
were falling on deaf ears,
and he protested this racial
discrimination by resigning
from the War Department
in 1943.
Meanwhile, his contin
ued support of the NAACP
earned him the Spingarn
Award in 1943, which is
awarded annually to an
African-American’s out
standing achievement.
His departure didn’t
stop his efforts though, as
he continued to fight the
abuse of Black soldiers. In
March of 1944, the tide
finally started turning,
when Black and white sol
diers were trained together
at
officer
candidates
school. In 1948, President
Truman issued an execu
tive order which ended all
types of segregation in the
armed forces.
Hastie’s next civil lib
erties focus was on the poll
tax. Because of this tax,
Blacks in the South who
were poor couldn’t afford
to vote. After many years
of struggle, the 24th
Amendment was ratified in
1964, and the poll tax was
banned in national elec
tions. Two years later, the
U.S. Supreme Court ban
ned the poll tax in state and
local elections.
While Hastie was
fighting the poll tax issues,
he continued to take on
new posts and responsibili
ties,
which
included
becoming the governor of
the Virgin Islands in 1946.
Despite having to move to

Virgin
Islands, Hastie continued to
return home to stay the
fight for civil rights for
African-Americans.
Hastie’s desire to improve
the lot of Blacks in the
United States caused critics
to say he was spending too
much time outside of the
Islands. The St. Thomas
Daily News stated, "...
there is evidence that he
devotes too much of his
attention and energy to
dealing with racial, educa
tional and political matters
on a national scale while
his government continues
to disintegrate under him."
This
didn’t
deter
Hastie, and he took a leave
of absence to help cam
paign for Harry Truman in
1948. When Truman won,
he rewarded Hastie by
naming him to a seat on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit, on
October 15,1949. It wasn’t
an easy fight to actually
win the seat, but Hastie was
used to good fights. Hastie
made three appearances
before Senator Patrick
McCarran's subcommittee,
highlighted by questions
like did he belong to a "red
organization." He outlast
ed his opponents and final
ly, on July 19,1950, he was
confirmed by the full sen
ate.
In 1968, Hastie became
chief judge of the court, the
Third Circuit Court of
Appeals, retiring in 1971 as
a senior judge. Shortly
before his death, he was
recognized in Philadelphia
with the Philadelphia
Award, annually given to
someone who demonstrates
advancing the "best and
largest interest of the com
munity."
Dr. William Henry
Hastie died on April 14,
1976, at Suburban General
Hospital in Norriton,
Pennsylvania. He was sur
vived by his wife, of 33
years, the former Beryl
Lockhart; a son, attorney
William H., Jr.; and a
daughter, attorney Karen
H. Williams.
His 72 years on this
earth were well spent. He
fought, and knocked down
walls so that others could
pass through. Being an out
standing litigator, he was
undoubtedly rarely at a loss
for words. In fact, he has
often been quoted.
As we look at the
strides that have been made
in the armed forces, Blacks
have held many a high
posts. They can all thank
Dr. Hastie. As we look at
the political process where
the Black vote has been
critical, Dr. Hastie can be
thanked for making it even
possible to have their voic
es heard and respected.
And as we look at the judi
cial
system,. AfricanAmericans who have
become federal judges and
more, can say thank you to
William H. Hastie for his
groundbreaking achieve
ments.
Sources:
www.tnstate.edu/Iibrary/digital/hast
ie.htm, www.creativequotations.com, William Hast
ie: Grace under Pressure,
by Gilbert Ware, 1984,
http://www.stanford.edu
Hardcover, January 1984,
Profiles of Great Black
Americans

'I -jj Ty
A

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Advertising Supplement of The Weekly Challenger
Insert to February 20 - 26, Issue

SPECIAL SECTION

Garrett Augustus Morgan - A Prolific Inventor and a Ute
Devoted to Safety------------------------------------------dle. Sometimes this friction
would scorch fabric made
of wool. As the story goes,
one evening, when his wife

better blend into the white
environment.
Morgan was just begin
ning. In 1912, Morgan

Garrett Augustus Morgan
by Barry A. McIntosh
Challenger General Manager
Today,
when you
approach a traffic signal,
the light turns amber short
ly before it turns red, and
then simultaneously, the
opposing direction’s light
turns green, it wasn’t
always that way.
The first devices that
controlled traffic simply let
you know whether or not
you should STOP or GO.
Accidents could happen
when impatient drivers
would start as soon as the
GO signal was shown and
before traffic going in the
other direction had passed.
With the development of
the Ford Motor company
automobiles became avail
able to consumers in 1903.
In those early years, it was
normal for automobiles to
share the road with bicy
cles, animal-drawn wag
ons, and of course pedestri
ans. Consequently, acci
dents happened often. Such
was the circumstance when
Garrett Morgan witnessed
a collision between an
automobile and a horsedrawn carriage. The driver
of the automobile was
knocked unconscious and
the horse so badly injured it
had to be shot. He became
convinced that something
should be done to make it
safe for all to travel in the
streets.
Morgan came up with
an idea for the first electric
traffic signal. His invention
introduced a third signal:
an all-directional stop sig
nal that halted all traffic
and allowed pedestrians to
cross safely before the next
go signal was shown. The
signal consisted of a Tshaped pole with arms,
which were raised and low
ered to reveal stop and go
signs.
While other inventors
are reported to have exper
imented with and even
marketed traffic signals,
Garrett A. Morgan was the
first to apply for and ac
quire a U.S. patent for such
a device. The patent was
granted on November 20,
1923. Morgan later had the
technology patented in
Great Britain and Canada
as well.
Morgan's traffic man
agement device was used
throughout North America
until it was replaced by the
red, amber and green-light
traffic signals currently
used around the world. The
inventor eventually sold
the rights to his traffic sig
nal to the General Electric
Corporation for the un
heard of sum at the time of
$40,000.

Though the traffic sig
nal was the greatest of his
inventions, he was respon
sible for much more. But
just like so many other
African-American inven
tors of his time, one would
never have expected such
greatness from his humble
beginnings.
Sources vary on declar
ing his birth date, but some
state Morgan was bom on
March 4, 1877 to Sidney
and Elizabeth (Reed) Mor
gan, in Paris, Kentucky.
Reportedly his mother was
freed by the Emancipation
Proclamation. He was the
seventh of eleven children.
As one can imagine, his
family was subjected to a
life of poverty.
After only six years of
schooling in Kentucky,
Morgan left home at 14
with a. keen interest in the
workings of machines. His
travels brought him to Cin
cinnati, Ohio to try and
take advantage of more op
portunities for people of
color in northern cities. In
Cincinnati, Morgan worked
as a handyman for a
wealthy landowner. While
in Cincinnati, he hired a
tutor and continued his
studies in English gram
mar.
There was so much
more that he intended to
achieve. It- would take
much courage, and hard
work. In 1895 he made a
major move, and landed in
Cleveland, Ohio, and
through hard work and bril
liant problem solving
skills, Morgan became
known as a genius inventor.
In Cleveland, driven and
hardworking, in 1907 Mor
gan opened his own sewing
machine business, selling
new machines and repair
ing old ones. It was the first
of several successful busi
nesses he would establish.
In 1908 his personal
life took a major turn for
the better, when he married
Mary Anne Hassek. To
gether they had three sons.
In 1909, he expanded
the enterprise to include a
tailoring shop that em
ployed 32 employees. The
new company turned out
coats, suits and dresses, all
sewn with equipment that
Morgan himself had made.
While working in this shop
he accidentally came upon
a discovery that revolution
ized life for AfricanAmericans at the time. He
was attempting to develop
a liquid that wOuld appro
priately polish a needle so
that during the operation of
a sewing machine it would
reduce the friction caused
by the quickly moving nee

Gas-lit traffic signal. The first street crossing
lights were erected in England in 1868. The lights,
which gave red or green 'stop' or 'go' signs to
traffic required a policeman to operate them.
Garrett Morgan's traffic signals improved on
designs such as these.

focation. The device is also
efficient and useful for pro
tection to engineers, chem
ists and working men who
are obliged to breathe nox
ious fumes or dust derived
from the materials in which
they are obliged to work."
Morgan set up the Na
tional Safety Device Com
pany to manufacture and
sell the device. To market it
he would set up product
demonstrations across the
country. In 1914, one such
demonstration was held in
New Orleans.
First, an inky thick
smoke had been created.
Then "Big Chief Mason,"
and Indian donned the new
Morgan safety hood and
successfully spent twenty
minutes in the smoke.
What wasn’t known was
that "Big Chief Mason"
was actually Garrett Au
gustus Morgan. He had to
conceal that he was Black
if he wanted his life-saving
device to be sold. When
showing the product in the

© Science Museum/Science & Society Picture Library

called him to dinner, he
wiped the liquid from his
hands onto a piece of ponyfur cloth. Upon returning to
his workshop, he found the
fibers on the cloth standing
straight up. His theory was
that the fluid straightened
the fibers. To test his theo
ry he applied some of the
fluid to the hair of a neigh
bor's dog, an Airedale. The
fluid straightened the dog's
hair so much, that the
lieighbor didn’t recognize
his own pet and chased the
animal away. Morgan then
took his experimentation to
another level, testing it on
human hair. He was the
subject, trying the fluid on
small portions of his hair at
first, and then to his entire
head. He then realized that
he had invented the first
human-hair straightener.
He marketed the product
under the name the G. A.
Morgan Hair Refining
Cream and sold by his G. A
Morgan Refining Com
pany, which became anoth
er very successful business.
While the majority of his
inventions were directly
related to increasing the
safety of human life, this
one was created out of
another human need at the
time. It provided AfricanAmericans with a way to

developed a major inven
tion aimed at improving
human safety. He dramati
cally improved on a current
product, and invented a
device he called in his pa
tent application, a "Breath
ing Device." It acted as a
Safety Hood, and became
the forerunner of what is
known today as the Gas
Mask. Morgan observed
that smoke and fumes tend
to risb“9wfng' a’“fifeI?J The
mask -Was designed to
Enable firefighters to safely
enter houses filled with
smoke. The device consist
ed of a heat-resistant hood
connected to a long inlet
tube that ran down to the
ground to the layer of clean
air beneath «the smoke or
gas. A sponge type material
at the bottom of the tube
acted as a filter for incom
ing air. Another tube gave
the user the ability to
exhale air. Morgan wrote
about the device’s intent:
"to provide a portable
attachment which will
enable a fireman to enter a
house filled with thick suf
focating gases and smoke
and to breathe freely for
some time therein, and
thereby enable him to per
form his duties of saving
life and valuables without
danger to himself from suf

A photograph of Mr.
Morgan's revolutionary
electric traffic signal,
utilizing 3 traffic
controlling signals

far South, Morgan em
ployed a white man to do
the demonstrations for him.
His product demonstra
tions were successful for
sales, but what would hap

pen in the real world? Two
years later would reveal the
answer.
On July 24, 1916 when
an explosion occurred in a
tunnel being dug under
Lake Erie by the Cleveland
Water Works, the tunnel
quickly filled with smoke,
dust and poisonous gases
and trapped 32 workers
more than 125 feet below
Lake Erie. At the time there
was no means of rescuing
them, so there was little
hope. Reportedly someone
at the scene remembered
<lbout Morgan's invention
and ran to call him at his
home where he was relax
ing. Garrett Morgan and his
brother Frank quickly ar
rived at the scene, donned
the Safety Hood and en
tered the tunnel. Bravely,
Morgan and his brother
used the breathing device
to rescue several workmen
trapped in a toxic gas-filled
water works tunnel. While
they were unable to save all
of the workers, the were
able to rescue many who
would otherwise have cer
tainly died. The "safety hel
met" had proven its effec
tiveness and importance.
Morgan received a gold
medal from a Cleveland
citizens group as well as a
medal from the Interna
tional Association of Fire
Engineers, which also
made him an honorary
member.
Soon orders came in
from fire and police depart
ments across tl^e country,
and even the world. Unfor
tunately, many of these
orders were canceled when
it was discovered that
Morgan was Black. Appar
ently, many people would
rather face danger and pos
sibly death than rely on a
lifesaving device created
by a Black man. None
theless, with the outbreak
of World War I and the
deployment of poisonous
gases, Morgan's Safety
Hood, now known as the
Gas Mask was utilized by
the United States Army and

Mr. Morgan wearing
his "breathing device,"
the forerunner to
today's gas mask
Although he could
have relied on the income
his Gas Masks generated,
Morgan felt compelled to
try to solve safety problems
of the day. His next inven
tion was the electric traffic
light, as mentioned before.
He set out to' develop a
means of automatically di
recting traffic without the
need of a policeman or
worker present. He patent
ed, an automatic traffic sig
nal which he said could be
^operated for directing the
flow, of traffic" and provid
ing, a clear and'unambigu
ous "visible indicator."
At that point, Morgan
was honored by many
influential people around
him, including such ty
coons as John D. Rock
efeller and J.P. Morgan
(after whom he named one
of his sons.) Although his
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successes had brought him
status and acclaim, Morgan
never forgot that his fellow
Blacks still suffered injus
tices and difficulties? His
next endeavor sought to
address these as he started
a newspaper called the
Cleveland Call. Today it is
still in circulation under the
name the Call & Post. He
also served as the treasurer
of the Cleveland Associa
tion of Colored Men which
eventually merged with the
National Association for
the Advancement of Col
ored People (NAACP) and
ran as a candidate for
Cleveland's City Council of
Cleveland in 1931, pledg
ing to fight for improved
representation for Black
people in the government.
Among Morgan’s ma
ny inventions, was a zig
zag stitching attachment
fdr manually operated sew
ing machine. He also
founded a company that
made personal grooming
products, such as hair dy
ing ointments and the
curved-tooth
pressing
comb.
In 1943, Morgan devel
oped the eye disease glau
coma losing 90% of his
vision. Shortly before his
death, in mid 1963, Morgan
was awarded a citation for
his traffic signal by the
United States Government.
He is also commemorated
in the Cleveland Hall of
Fame.
Garrett A, Morgan died
on August 27, 1963) at the
age of 86. His life was long
and full, and his creative
energies have given us a
marvelous and lasting lega
cy.
Sources: Black Inven
tors from Africa to Amer
ica, Nine African -Amer
ican Inventors, education;
dot.gov, sciencemuseum
.org, blackinventor.com,
uh.edu, ky.tales.com
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Where Would We Be Without._.Lewis latimer

Lewis Latimer
by Barry A. Mc Intosh
Challenger General Manager
When you wake up in
the morning, walk into
your home after school or
work, or walk into a room
and turn on the light, do
you ever think about who
made it possible for you to
take advantage of being

able to see clearly?
More likely than not,
you’ve never given it a sec
ond thought, unless for
some unfortunate reason,
Florida Power isn’t supply
ing electricity to your
home, and you have to
resort to candles.
Would it surprise you

to know that this basic
human necessity was made
possible by an AfricanAmerican, Lewis Latimer?
One would think that
because he was bom to for
mer slaves, his path was
made a little easier than
other African-Americans at
the time, back in 1848. But
this was not the case.
Lewis’ paternal grandfa
ther, Mitchell Latimer, was
a wealthy plantation owner
and slaveholder in Virginia.
Lewis’ father, George, was
the product of a liaison
between Mitchell and one
of his slaves. Six years
before Lewis was bom, his
father and mother, Rebecca
fled Virginia to Massa
chusetts, where it had
become illegal to sell and
own slaves.
George’s light com
plexion, and Rebecca’s
dark skin allowed them to
pose as plantation owner
and slave in their new*
hometown, but it didn’t
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take long for them to be ral ability as an artist and
recognized as fugitives. he carefully watched the
George was arrested, and firm’s artists who made
after a trial and despite sketches of inventions. He
attempts by famed aboli made $3.00 a week, but
tionists Frederick Douglas still managed to save
and
William
Lloyd enough money to purchase
Garrison, the verdict was instruction books and
that he still was the proper drawing tools, and taught
ty of his Virginia owner. To himself basic draftsman
avoid his being returned, an ship. It wouldn’t take too
African-American minister long for his employer to
bought him for $400, and recognize his skills, and
then promptly released after Latimer’s requests to
him. Although free, George be given an opportunity, he
was still extremely poor, was promoted to drafts
and he had four children man, earning $20.00 per
along with a wife to sup week.
Eventually
he
port.
became head draftsman.
In 1850, the passage of
Latimer continued to
the Fugitive Slave Law want to achieve more, this
occurred, and despite his time analyzing the inven
bought freedom, there was tions he was sketching. In
still the possibility of his spare time, he started
returning to slavery. The working on ideas of his
law stated that any white own’. His hard work paid
man could claim ownership off, and in 1874, he and
of any Black simply by associate W.C. Brown
swearing that the Black at received their first patent,
one time was lawfully their an improved toilet, used on
property, and ran away. In passenger trains.
essence, Blacks had no
Just two years later,
legal rights, and any writ Latimer would meet a sto
ten or verbal claims could ried figure in American his
be overruled by the testi tory. Latimer was sought
mony of a white man.
out as a draftsman by a
Then in1857, on a very teacher for deaf children.
dark day historically for The teacher had created a
African-Americans,
the device and wanted Lewis to
Supreme Court ruled that a draft the drawing necessary
slave named Dred Scott for a patent application.
had to be returned to his The teacher was Alexander
former owner in Missouri. Graham Bell and the device
It was a decision that was the telephone. Were
reportedly angered then Latimer’s
contributions
President Lincoln so much, important? Well, for a
that he discussed throwing patent to be accepted, it had
the Chief Justice in prison. to be accompanied by a
Nevertheless, in 1858, drawing of the invention.
George disappeared proba Latimer’s expertise would
bly fearing for his life, never be put to the test
leaving his family to fend more than at, tfri^^fteie.
for themselves. It would be Working late into thf night,
years before Lewis saw his Latimer finished the patent
father again, leaving it up application, and submitted
to the siblings to support it on February 14, 1876,
the family.
just hours before another
Lewis, the youngest application was submitted
sibling, lied about his age by Elisha Gray for a similar
so as to enter the military device. The rest is histo
and fight with the Union in ry... for Alexander Graham
the Civil War against slav Bell.
In 1880, after moving
ery. By July 1865, follow
ing an honorable discharge, to Bridgeport, Connecticut,
Latimer returned to Boston Latimer was hired as the
and again lived with his assistant manager and
draftsman for U.S. Electric
mother.
His first job was as an Lighting Company owned
office boy with Crosby and by Hiram Maxim. Maxim
Gould, a firm of patent was the chief rival to
lawyers. Latimer had natu Thomas Edison, the man
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who invented the electric
light bulb. Edison’s light
was composed of a glass
bulb which surrounded a
carbon wire filament, gen
erally made of bamboo,
paper or thread. When the
filament was burned inside
of the bulb (which con
tained almost no air), it
became so hot that it actu
ally glowed. By passing
electricity into the bulb,
Edison had been able to
cause the glowing bright
light to emanate within a
room. Before this time
most lighting was delivered
either through candles or
through gas lamps or
kerosene lanterns. Maxim
wanted to improve on
Edison's light bulb and
focused on the main weak
ness of Edison's bulb - their
short life span (generally,
only a few days.). While
Maxim
and
Edison
attempted to improve on
the
recent
invention,
Latimer too worked to do
the same, on his own.
Latimer devised a way
of encasing the filament
within a cardboard enve
lope which prevented the
carbon from breaking and
thereby provided a much
longer life to the bulb and
hence made the bulbs less
expensive and more effi
cient. When this occurred,
the way was paved for elec
tric lighting to be available
in homes and in city streets.
Latimer’s patent, the
"Process of Manufacturing
Carbons" was granted in
January 1882. However,
because he worked for U.S.
Electric Lighting Com
pany, he was,, forced to.,
assign the patent to the
company, and never could
take advantage of the noto
riety and enormous finan
cial rewards of such a mon
umental invention. The
profits went instead to the
U.S. Electric Lighting
Company. Around this
time, Latimer, along with
Joseph V. Nichols received
a patent for an improved
incandescent lamp which
utilized a more efficient
way of connecting the car
bon filament to the lead
wires at the lamp base.
Again slighted, Hiram
Maxim named this inven-
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tion the "Maxim i
Electric Lamp."
Nevertheless
Latimer’s abilities
in electric lighting still
became well known and
soon he was sought after to
continue to improve on
incandescent lighting as
well as arc lighting. As
major cities began wiring
their streets for electric
lighting, Latimer was dis
patched to lead the plan
ning team. He helped to
install the first electric
plants in Philadelphia, New
York City and Montreal
and oversaw the installa-.
tion of lighting in railroad
stations, government build
ing and major thorough
fares in Canada, New
England and London.
On Latimer’s return
home from London, he
found his job at Maxim had
been eliminated. Adding
more insult to injury, when
Hiram Maxim wrote his •
autobiography, he took all
of the credit for perfecting
the light bulb, never men
tioning Latimer.
After briefly working
for an electric lighting
company in Brooklyn, 1
N.Y., he was hired by
Maxim’s
chief
rival,
Thomas Edison. Edison
was obviously thrilled to
have the man that previous
ly beat him out in his own
camp, and promptly put
him in charge of the com
pany library. More impor
tantly, because of his expert
electrical engineering bac
kground, Latimer's tho
rough knowledge of elec
tric lighting and power
guided Edison through the
process of filing patent
forms properly at the U.S.
Patent Office, protecting
the company from infringe
ments of his inventions. As
head of the library, he over
saw the collection of infor
mation from around the
world, translating data in
French and German to pro
tect the company from
European challenges. He
became Edison's patent
investigator and expert wit
ness in cases against per
sons trying to benefit from
Edison's inventions without
legal permission. This was
a monumental job, since
Edison, during his lifetime
received almost
1100
patents.
While working for
Edison, Latimer still found
time to continue inventing
on his own. One example
was the forerunner to the
window air conditioner. It
was a combination coolingdisinfecting device. Ano
ther was a safety elevator,
created in 1894, a vast
improvement on existing
elevators. He next received
a patent for Locking Racks
for Hats, Coats, and
Umbrellas. The device was
used in restaurants, hotels
and office buildings, hold
ing items securely and
allowing owners of items to
keep them from getting
misplaced or accidentally
taken by others.
Edison
encouraged
Latimer to write the book,
Incandescent Electric Li
ghting: A Practical De
scription of the Edison
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Published in
1890, it was extremely
popular as it explained how
an incandescent lamp pro
duces light in an easy-tounderstand manner. On
February 11,1918, Latimer
became one of the 28 char
ter members of the Edison
Pioneers, the only AfricanAmerican in this presti
gious, highly selective
group.
Failing eyesight caused
him to retire in 1922, and in
1924, his wife of 51 years
passed away. In an effort to
give him an incentive to
continue a productive life,
his two daughters had a
book of his poems printed
in 1925 in honor of his 77th
birthday. Today, an addi
tional moniker that Latimer
earned is "Renaissance
Man" because of his love
for writing poetry, painting,
and playing the flute. Three
years later, he died on
December 11, 1928. It
would take 50 years before
his contributions to science
and industry were rediscov
ered and widely acknowl
edged. Consequently, he is
considered one of the 10
most important African-.
American inventors of all
time, not only for his many
contributions, but primarily
for the magnitude of impor
tance for his most famous
discovery,
In 1968, the Lewis H.
Latimer Public School in
Brooklyn was named for
him. In 1982 a street in
Flushing N.Y. where he
once lived for many years,
was also named after him.
His house there is now
open to the public as a
museum.

PATENTS ISSUED
Latimer, Lewis How
ard and Brown, Charles W.,
Water closets for railway
cars,
Patent
Number
147,363, Date: Tuesday,
February 10, 1874
Latimer, Lewis How
ard and Nichols, Joseph V.,
Electric
lamp,
Patent
Number247,097,
Date:
Tuesday, September 13,
1881
Process of manufactur
ing carbons, Patent Num
ber 252,386, Date: Tues
day, January 17, 1882
Latimer, Lewis How
ard and Tregoning, John,
Globe supporter for electric
lamps, Patent Number
255,212, Date: Tuesday,
March 21,1882
Apparatus for cooling
and disinfecting, Patent
Number 334,078, Date:
Tuesday, January 12, 1886
Locking rack for hats,
coats, and umbrellas, Pat
ent Number 557,076, Date:
Tuesday, March 24, 1896
Lamp fixture, Patent
Number 968,787, Date:
Tuesday, August 30,1910
Sources: www.inventorsmuseum.com,
www.si.edu, www.princeton.edu, www.blackinventor.com, Profiles of Great
Black Americans.

On February 26,1985, at the Grammy Awards ceremo
ny, African-American musicians won awards in several
categories. Lionel Richie's 'Can't Slow Down' won best
album of 1984. Tina Timer's 'What's Love Got to Do
With It’ took the best record slot and earned her the
title Best Female Pop:Vocalist. The Pointer Sisters won
best Pop Group for 'Jump.'
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Services and Assistance for /Minority
• Personal counseling for start-ups or established businesses.
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o Direct link to Pinellas WorkNet employment assistance and
workforce needs.

o Computer work stations with links to research facts and high
tech issues.

• Linkage to the county's Business Assistance Partnership
Specialists.

o Site selection services.

9

® Training In management, marketing and financial issues.

® "Good Business Pinellas" television G radio exposure.

Assistance with contracts and business agreements, business
and marketing plans, unique business ideas and availability
of special skills.

® Corporate and customized business training programs.

• Financing assistance with SBA loans, micro loans, and conventional,
commercial and real estate financing programs.

9

Understanding national, state and local business legislative
issues.

« Orientation to volunteer business services.

• Developing International Trade and understanding Foreign
Trade Zones.

« Assistance with computers, software and virtual business
programs.
9

9

Training in government procurement and the Pinellas Small
Business Assistance Purchasing program.

Orientation to state and local incentive programs.

PINELLAS
COUNTY
ECONOMIC
DIVItOEMINT

9 Reference library featuring a full range of business publications.

• Qualification assistance for Industrial Revenue Bonds.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL

(727) 453-7200

SBJCONBAY
PINELLAS COUNTY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
14010 ROOSEVELT BLVD., SUITE 706 • CLEARWATER, PL 33762
(727) 453-7200 • (727) 453-7222 FAX
■■■■...................

• Customized services available to meet business needs.

